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PREFACE

Life? What's it all about? Who can make any sense of it? Is there an
answer to life? Is there any direction for living life with any real meaning
and purpose?

These questions, and many others like them, are asked by every
human being somewhere along the way: everyone searches for meaning,
purpose, and direction.

The knowledge and understanding of The Eternal Purpose and Plan of
God reveals the timeless answers to these ageless questions. Are you think-
ing, “Oh no, not another book about religion and theology™? I would like for
you to think about this book as an opportunity to read and learn about life;
its meaning, its purpose, and your reason for living—why you are here,
where you are going, and what to do with your life in order to experience the
greatest joy and satisfaction of your being...no matter what.

My desire and prayer is that the user of this volume will come to
know Him who said, “I come that you may have life, and have it to the full.”
And through knowing Him, you will have the fullness of life that He gives:
Life that is timeless and ageless. Life that is meaningful
and purposeful. Life that is absolute because it is con-
nected to the Creator of us all and is determined by His
own purpose and plan.

Come to know that life.
Receive it for your very own.
Enjoy it.
Forever.

Larry Deason
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The book that you are holding in your hands is a major revision of
The Eternal Purpose and Plan of God, written some years ago by Larry
Deason.

The Lord richly blessed those who studied the earlier work. I taught
sections of it while an instructor at the Northeast School of Biblical Studies,
and later adapted individual lessons for Bible classes and sermons.

We still do not have many study guides designed to take the student
through the Bible from beginning to end, to aid him in his understanding of
the eternal purpose of God in Jesus the Christ.

The earlier edition filled a great need, but now it has been greatly
revised and redesigned to make the study even more profitable. Any
individual Bible student would benefit greatly from studying this book, but
it should also be noted that the new thirteen-week format would make it an
appropriate study for use in Bible study groups and church Bible classes.
Regardless of the way the book is studied, the results will be the same:
growth in understanding of God's eternal purpose in Christ.

Each outline is prefaced by an essay, serving as an excel-
lent introduction to the subject matter. It has occured to
me that the essays would provide the preacher with appro-
priate sermon material while the Bible classes study the
book.

This study guide will open up for the student the meaning of
redemption in Christ. It should be noted that the language of redemption
used by the New Testament writers is found throughout the Old Testament,
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but especially in Genesis. In fact, if we were to make a list of all the words
and themes in the New Testament that do not have their origin in the Old
Testament, the list would be a very short one. It is difficult to imagine how
anyone can understand the New Testament without a grasp of the studies
that are found in this book.

I'would commend this study book to individuals and to study groups:

— the format is attractive
— the essays are clear introductions to the study
— the study material is clearly outlined

In short, I am aware of no better study guide currently available on
this subject. Be prepared to be delighted with the study. You are sure to
“grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Horace Smith

Storrs, CT
January 10, 1989
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REDEMPTION:
THE CENTRAL THEME
OF THE BIBLE




The course of human history
has never been left to chance,
to mindless evolution,
or to the presumptuous power
of humanistic technology
or philosophy—

its outcome was predetermined
hefore the beginning of time
hiy the One, True, Living
and Eternal God,
the Creator of our
being.




REDEMPTION:

THE CENTRAL THEME

OF THE BIBLE

Although the Bible was
written by men, it has
always been the belief of
the people of God that
God Himself is the ultimate Author
of this most remarkable book. This
belief in both the human and di-
vine natures of Scripture is based
on the Bible’s testimony concern-
ing itself:

And we have the word of the proph-
ets made more certain, and you will
do well to pay attention toit, as toa
light shining tn a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning
star arises in your hearts. Above
all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about
by the prophet’s own interpretation.
For prophecy never had its origin in
the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:19-21).

The apostle Peter affirms two
important points. First, he says that
the testimony of the Old Testament
prophets and that of apostles of
Christ, such as himself, stand to-
gether in theological unity. There is
continuity between the Old and New
Testaments, even though Christ has
removed the Old Covenant as a
means of relationship with God.
Second, he emphasizes that Scrip-
ture is every bit as much the Word
of God as it is the words of men, for
it does not originate in human
minds, but in the mind of God.

Human prophets are the ve-
hicles of supernatural revelation,
but it is the divine origin of the
Scriptures that guarantees their
value and trustworthiness. Nor was
this high view of Scripture a view
peculiar to Peter; Paul is at least as
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emphatic as Peter in declaring the
unity and divine authority of Old
and New Testament teaching. Fur-
thermore, both apostles agree that
the central message of both Old
and New Testaments is redemption
in Christ— a message that is whis-
pered in the Old Testament'’s types,
prophecies, history, and themes, but
is shouted from the rooftops in the
apostles’ gospel proclamation:

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus,
called to be an apostle and set apart
Jor the gospel of God— the gospel he
promised beforehand through his
prophets in the Holy Scriptures...
(Rom. 1:1-2; compare Rom. 16:25-
27; Eph. 3:2-5; 2 Tim. 3:14-17).

Concerning this salvation, the proph-
ets, who spoke of the grace that
was to come to you, searched in-
tently and with the greatest care,
trying to find out the time and circum-
stances to which the Spirit of Christ
in them was pointing when he pre-
dicted the sufferings of Christ and
the glories that would follow. It was
revealed to them that they were not
serving themselves but you, when

they spoke of the things that have
now been told you by those who
have preached the gospel to you by
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven...
(1 Peter 1:10-12).

The Bible is not a book
handed directly down out of heaven
to a single man, as is claimed by
Islam concerning the Koran, and
by Mormons concerning their reve-
lations. Neither is the Bible a hodge-
podge collection of isolated, unre-
lated literatures, artificially pack-
aged together to market a contrived
religion. The glory of the Bible is
that it is a unified book produced
out of the mind of God, working
with and through men of widely
divergent times and backgrounds.
It bears the marks of authentic
humanity, reflecting diverse person-
alities and historical development.

Yet, it is unmistakably su-
pernatural, being without error in
all its intended teachings and af-
firmations. Its entire range of lit-
eratures and assortment of styles
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speak with one voice, testifying to
the human race concerning truths
that we must understand, and yet
cannot discover unless God should
reveal them.

For example, what is man-
kind? Who am I, as a human being?
What is the meaning and purpose
of life? Why do I have within myself
the capacity to rise to almost su-
pernatural levels of virtue and joy,
and yet also the tendency to de-
scend to nearly demonic depths of
cruelty and evil? And where is his-
tory going? Does it, or anything
within it, have any point at all—or
is it, as someone has said, merely a
tale told by an idiot, full of sound
and fury, but signifying nothing?
Does my life have any real pur-
pose—or must I “write my own
script” and hope it is sufficiently
meaningful? And where does the
Man Jesus of Nazareth fit into all of
this? Was He really just a misguided
megalomaniac, as Jesus Christ,
Superstar, The Passover Plot, and

more recently The Last Temptation
of Christ present Him— or is He the
promised Messiah of Israel and risen
Redeemer of the whole human race?

The Bible answers these
questions in a way no serious seeker
of truth can honestly ignore. The
creation of man in the image of
God, the temptation and Fall of
mankind in Eden, the curse of sin
and death, and the provision of
redemption in Jesus Christ and His
church are not offered as abstract
doctrines to be debated, but as re-
vealed answers to our deepest and
most desperate human needs.

God is sovereign: He knows
the end from before the beginning.
That would be small comfort if God
were not also love: He is not uncon-
cerned about our miserable plight. *
In the following pages, we will ex-
amine in detail the eternally pur-
posed redemption of the human race
in Jesus Christ, the only begotten
Son of God. We will see, close up,
“God’s secret wisdom”™—
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...a wisdom that has been hidden
and that God destined for our glory
before time began. None of the rulers
of this age understood it, for if they
had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of Glory. Howeuver, as it is
written: “No eye has seen, no ear
has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those
who love him”... (1 Cor. 2:7-9).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The Bible’s theme, from beginning to
end, is redemption.

B. The eternal purpose and plan of God, as
revealed in the Bible, is the redemption
of sinful mankind.

C. The entire course of human history
follows a pattern which God has set:
we come from God and we go to God.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For
he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us
with all wisdom and understanding. And he
made known to us the mystery of his will accord-
ing to his good pleasure, which he purposed in

Notes:
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Notes:

III.

Christ, to be put into effect when the times will
have reached their fulfillment— to bring all things
in heaven and on earth together under one head,
even Christ. In him we were also chosen, having
been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will, in order that we, who were
the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise
of his glory. And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. Having belileved, you were
marked tn him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheri-
tance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession— to the praise of his glory

(Eph. 1:3-14).

STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We shall show that redemption, the
central theme of the Bible, is the un-
folding of God’s eternal purpose and
plan.

B. We shall see that God’s plan is con-
cerned with saving sinful, fallen, lost
mankind through Jesus Christ, the only
true Savior of the world.
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IV. OUTLINE

A. “Redemption” is the outworking of God’s
plan throughout the course of human
history.

1. The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is the
historical, factual, redemptive act of
God to provide salvation from sin for
all mankind.

2. Therefore, man actually and histori-
cally fell away from God and stands
in need of redemption (see Rom.
3:10-11; 3:23; 5:12-21; 1 Cor.
15:22).

a. The Book of Genesis records that
actual fall (read Gen. 3:1ff).

b. The rest of the Bible record is
God’s revelation of the outworking
of His plan of redemption within
the framework of human history
(see Ps. 78:1ff; Acts 7:1-60; Rom.
8:29-30; Eph. 1:1-3, 21).

Notes:
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Notes:

B. “Redemption” is the concern of God’s
plan in both Old and New Testaments.

1. The Old Testament presents
a. Man’s sinless origin and beginning

b. Man’s sinful fall and separation
from God

¢. Man’s inability to save himself

d. Man’s need for a sufficient Re-
deemer

2. The New Testament presents

a. God's provision for man’s ultimate
needs: salvation by redemption in
Christ and His church (see Paul's
Epistle to the Ephesians)

b. The Lord Jesus Christ, declared
and proven to be the only begotten
Son of God, as mankind’s only
sufficient Savior (read John 1:1-18;
14:6; Acts 4:12; Rom. 1:1-4)
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3. The Old and New Covenants are
inseparably linked in the historical
unfolding of God'’s plan.

a. The central theme throughout the
unity of the whole Bible maintains
that redemption is an absolute
necessity for lost humanity.

b. Therefore, the plan of God as
revealed in biblical history is reli-
gious in nature: God is reconciling
sinful mankind back to Himself.

V. CONCLUSION

A. God’s plan of redemption was predeter-
mined in eternity and providentially
worked out in time.

1. Redemption was predetermined
“before the foundation of the world”
(read Eph. 1-3; Col. 1:3-29).

2. Redemption was providentially and
successfully carried out unto “the
fullness of the times” (see Gal. 4:4;
Eph. 1:10; compare Rom. 15:4).

Notes:
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Notes:

B. The entire course of events in human
history follows a pattern set by Almighty
God: He rules in the affairs of men (see
Dan. 2:21; Col. 1:16; Rev. 17:14).

1. The question, “What does the future
hold?” is answered by Him who holds
the future.

2. We come from God and we go to God:
that is absolute (read Eccles. 12:7).

3. We may, through obedience of faith
in Jesus Christ and to His gospel,
return to God redeemed (read 2 Cor.
5:18-21; compare Col. 1:14)!
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THE MEANING OF
THE FALL




The fall of man
accounts for the presence
of evil and misery,

the universality of sin,
and the mystery of death
in a world once pronounced
“very good.”




THE MEANING OF
THE FALL

Except for the biblical
teaching that mankind
was uniquely created in
the image of God, there
is no concept more crucial to un-
derstanding the human race than
the fact of the Fall. Man’s nobility
and cruelty, his genius and folly,
his high hopes and dismal fail-
ures—all the ironies and para-
doxes that characterize human
history— can be understood only
in relationship to the biblical doc-
trine of the Fall. The social, politi-
cal, psychological, and ecological
problems we face in today’s world
cannot be satisfactorily under-
stood if the Bible’s answer to the
human dilemma is ignored. The
root of our entire predicament, as
individuals and as a species, is
spiritual. Any proposal to remedy
the human condition which by-
passes the fact of mankind’'s fall

from fellowship with the Creator is
mere whistling in the graveyard.
Consider mankind’s peren-
nial fascination with religion— all
sorts of religion—even in nations
where the official dogma is atheis-
tic materialism. Generation after
generation, multitudes bow them-
selves before lifeless idols; wars
and persecutions flare up; masses
groan beneath great burdens of re-
ligious guilt and legalistic require-
ments for salvation. Demon wor-
ship, Eastern mysticism, witch-
craft, and other esoteric and occult
practices are widespread. Deprav-
ity, deception, and enslavement
are the general rule in human reli-
gion. Atheism goes in and out of
style, but mankind remains in-
curably religious. Millions remain
convinced that there really is a
True Bread somewhere that can
satisfy mankind’s unrelenting
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spiritual hunger—even if they
themselves have never yet tasted
it. Does this situation not clearly
speak of Paradise lost—of a man
and a woman tainted with evil,
driven from the presence of God to
wander the earth until the prom-
ised Seed should crush the Ser-
pent's head and turn back the
flaming sword at Eden’s gate?
Sociologists tell us what we
already know: The family unit is in
serious peril; our cities have be-
come concrete jungles where the
strong prey upon the weak; racism
is always boiling and churning,
ready to violently erupt at any mo-
ment. Economists see the gap be-
tween the rich and poor as an
ever-widening chasm that cannot
be bridged by heartless capitalistic
rationalizations of greed or worth-
less socialistic promises of dignity
and equality. Political scientists
tell us to brace ourselves for a
head-on collision between East
and West that could bring down

the whole of civilization. Could it
all be related in some way to the
blame-shifting and self-justification
that spoiled the relationship of
the man and his wife immediately
following that first sin against
God? Modem theories which
locate the origin of war and other
social problems in man's evolu-
tionary development or economic
inequality fail to ring true. We
sense that the problem is within
human nature because we find it
within our individual selves:

What causes fights and quarrels
among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within
you? ( James 4:1)

The inner battle of which
James speaks is part of every per-
son's experience. It takes many
different forms, but the basic
struggle seems to be the tension
between what we believe we
should be, and what we perceive
ourselves to be in actuality.
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Underlying our social problems is
a basic psychological problem of
self-acceptance: we tend to be dis-
contented with who we are, what
we do, how much we have. And at
the root of this psychological prob-
lem is a spiritual one. It began with
a man and a woman who had ev-
erything they needed, but who
were lured by a Deceiver into
grasping what was forbidden by
their Creator. From that point on,
human beings have tried every-
thing from fig leaves to cocaine
and alcohol to cover up their sense
of guilt, insecurity, and inade-
quacy.

Besides simply accounting
for the human condition, the Fall
also offers insight into our prob-
lems. Man was created in the im-
age of God to reign as God's regent
over the rest of the created order:

Then God said, “Let us make man
in our image, in our likeness, and
let them rule over the fish of the
sea and the birds of the air, over

the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that
move along the ground. So God cre-
ated man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. God
blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in num-
ber; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and
the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the
ground” (Gen. 1:26-28).

Man’s moral rebellion against
God consisted in the First Pair’s
free choice to heed the Serpent's
counsel. They would no longer
trust God as their Source of life
and Standard of morality. Instead,
they would seize for themselves
the place of God; they would be
their own standard of right and
wrong. By placing themselves in
the position of God, Adam and Eve
brought disruption and decay into
the entire created order which God
had placed under their steward-
ship:
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To Adam he [God] said, “Because
you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree about which I com-
manded you, ‘You must not eat of
it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; through painful toil you will
eat of it all the days of your life. It
will produce thorns and thistles for
you, and you will eat the plants of
the field. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until
you return to the ground, since
Jrom it you were taken; for dust
you are and to dust you will re-
tumn” ( Gen. 3:17-19).

authority over himself and his en-
vironment, ecological imbalances
and environmental problems are
inevitable. God has authorized use
and exploration, not abuse and ex-
ploitation, of the earth.

Far from being an irrelevant,
archaic religious dogma, the bibli-
cal teaching concerning the his-
torical Fall is an indispensable in-
sight into the human dilemma and
its remedy:

For the creation was subjected to

Man’s ecological crisis is a
testimony to his rebellion against
the Creator. Nature, once coopera-
tive with man and harmonious
within itself, now challenges man’s

frustration, not by its own choice,
but by the will of the one who sub-
Jected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into
the glorious _freedom of the children

authority. Even man’s own natural
body, taken from the elements of
the earth, would die and return to
dust. Humanity’s God-given man-
date to tame and control the natu-
ral environment is still in place;
applied science and technology are
legitimate human endeavors. But
when man presumes autonomous

of God (Rom. 8:20-21).
/




THE MEANING OF THE FALL

I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.: Notes:

A. The Fall of man is an historical event
which happened just as the Bible
records it.

B. The Fall was a selfish action which
ended in man’s rejection of God.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the
wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you
must not touch it, or you will die.”” “You will not
surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they realized they were naked... (Gen.
3:1-7).
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Notes:

III. STATEMENT OF AIM
A. We will examine the narrative of the Fall
from an historical perspective (read
carefully Gen. 3:1-24).
B. We will note what the Fall was, and
what it was not (see Matt. 19:1-12;
Luke 3:38; Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-
22: 2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:11-15).
IV. OUTLINE
A. The Fall was not
1. A subjective “feeling”
2. An expressive “allegory or a figure”

3. An evolutionary “slip in an upward
involvement”

4. An inevitable “circumstance of
heredity or environment”

B. The Fall was
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1. A selfishness enacted against God
(see Gen. 3:1-8)

2. A sequence ending in rejection .of God
(read 1 John 2:15-17; compare
James 1:12-15)

a. Eve’s lingering conversation with
the Serpent started the process
(Gen. 3:1-3).

b. Eve listened to the Deceiver
(Gen. 3:2-3).

c. Eve loosened her hold on God
(Gen. 3:3).

d. Eve looked at the forbidden fruit
(Gen. 3:6).

e. Eve longed for the forbidden fruit
(Gen. 3:6).

f. Eve lured Adam to partake of it
(Gen. 3:6).

3. A sinful violation ending in
separation from God

Notes:
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a. The will of God was resisted.
b. The Word of God was rejected.
c. The way of God was refused.

V. CONCLUSION

A. The historical Fall of man had certain
implications (read 1 John 3:4; compare
Rom. 5:14).

1. A standard is implied, for there can
be no Fall without a criterion for life
(read Rom. 3:23).

2. A law is implied, for there could
not have been a Fall without an
ordinance of restraint (read Rom.
5:13; 7:7-11).

3. A regulation is implied, for no Fall
could take place without a model of
conduct (read 1 Cor. 15:56).

B. Man’s fall was brought about by his
own deliberate, selfish act!
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SATAN IS REAL
TODAY




Satan appeals to
selfish pride and ambition
to decry God'’s justice,
to distrust God's truth,
to doubt God’s mercy,

to deny God's righteousness,
and to dishonor
God's love.




SATAN IS REAL
TODAY

The Enlightenment of
the eighteenth cen-
tury eventually brought
about a sense of hu-
man self-sufficiency that excluded
any understanding of reality be-
yond the physical. Human reason,
using the scientific method, pro-
fessed the ability to discover all
knowledge and answer all myster-
ies. Divine revelation was unnec-
essary. Resorting to metaphysical
explanations was “unscientific”—
the modern equivalent of “blasphe-
mous.”

M. Scott Peck, M.D., has
written a book provocatively en-
titted The People of the Lie. This
title suggests some profound ques-
tions: Is there really such a thing
as “truth®? What is the origin of
deception? What is the ultimate
truth (and the ultimate lie)? The
Bible professes to answer these

questions— perhaps not in terms
that modern men and women will
feel comfortable with, but in a way
that speaks clearly and powerfully
to our real situation.

Most of us at times sense
that the roots of evil must lie
deeper than mere human factors
can satisfactorily explain. The in-
tricate, well-oiled machinery of
maliciousness that systematically
devours human lives and thrives
on human misery must originate
in depths beyond simple human
egoism and moral depravity. When
we consider the devastating effects
of human self-centeredness in our
world, we are confronted with the
possibility that we are seeing only
the dim reflection of a super-
personal source of raw evil—just
as, when the creative power of love
is demonstrated, we sense that
human actions and attitudes are
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but transmitters of a higher Love
that comes from above and beyond
the human race.

Much human folklore and
traditional mythology centers on
the theme of an evil spell or en-
chantment that holds a certain
person or kingdom in its grip—an
enchantment of forgetfulness that
causes its victims to lose all re-
membrance of who they really are,
where they really came from, and
why they were born. The spell is
broken by a kiss from a prince, the
completion of a quest, or the kill-
ing of a dragon. There is almost
always a core of truth in these
primitive legends. The Bible re-
veals that our world is under an
exceedingly powerful enchant-
ment: a spell of fear and deception
cast by unseen, yet real, spiritual
forces of wickedness in order to
prevent man from recognizing and
responding to his Creator:

And even if our gospel is veiled,
it is veiled to those who are

perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers,
so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God (2 Cor.
4:3-4).

Since the children have flesh and
blood, he too shared in thetr hu-
manity so that by his death he
might destroy him who holds the
power of death— that is, the devil—
and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by their fear
of death (Heb. 2:14-15).

We know that we are children of
God, and that the whole world is
under the control of the evil one
(1 John 5:19).

The great dragon was hurled
down—that ancient serpent called
the devil or Satan, who leads the
whole world astray... (Rev. 12:9).

The Father of Lies leads the
world astray by exporting to man-
kind the same “wisdom” that has
bound him and his minions in
chains of eternal destruction away
from the presence of the Lord: the
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philosophy of autonomous, self-
centered “freedom.” The whole
unbelieving world continues to be-
lieve “the big lie”: You can be your
own lord, your own god; the way to
liberty is by answering to nobody
but yourself. But God has revealed
in the Bible that mankind has
been created in a subservient posi-
tion in the wuniverse. We may
choose to be Satan's pawns or
God’s sons and daughters, but we
will serve ends beyond our own
selfish concerns.

Don’t be further deceived by
ridiculous caricatures of cute little
horned imps wearing red tights
and carrying pitchforks: such in-
fantile visualizations are among
Satan’s most effective propaganda
techniques. You and I have a real
enemy whose chief objective is to
eternally seal our separation from
our loving Creator. When the
stakes are high enough and the
warfare gets hot enough, he
will forget his “public relations”

tactics, throw off his cartoon
character disguise, and go right for
our throats! He is as cold and cal-
culating as a venomous snake; he
has a network of evil that would
make a syndicated crime organiza-
tion look like a bunch of harmless
pranksters by comparison! Apart
from Jesus Christ, we would have
every reason to anticipate an ut-
terly hopeless future of meaning-
less misery, hatred, slavery, and
death. We literally wouldn't have a
prayer, were it not for Jesus of
Nazareth, through whom we cry
out to God, “Abba, Father!”

As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live when you followed
the ways of this world, and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also
lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful
nature and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature objects of wrath.
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But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgres-
sions— it is by grace you have been
saved (Eph. 2:1-5; compare Col

2:13-15; Titus 3:3-7; 1 John 4:4).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Satan’s aim is to estrange man from his
divine Maker (see Gen. 3:15; compare
Matt. 12:26; Rev. 12:7ff).

B. We must not be ignorant of Satan'’s
devices: that is, his strategy and tricks
(see 2 Cor. 2:11; 11:3, 14-15; Eph.
6:11; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 John 5:19; compare
Matt. 4:10; Luke 22:31; Rev. 12:9).

C. Satan was active in the Fall and is just
as active in human affairs today
(see John 8:44; compare 1 Tim. 1:20;
4:1; 2 Tim. 2:24-26).

II. PREPARATORY READING

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the deuil,
because the devil has been sinning from the begin-
ning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to
destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God
will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in
him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been
born of God. This is how we know who the children
of God are and who the children of the deuvil are:

Notes:
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Notes: Anyone who does not do what is Tight is not a child of
God; neither is anyone who does not love his brother.
This is the message you heard from the beginning:

We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him? Because his own
actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous

(1 John 3:7-12).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will display Satan'’s objective as it
relates to man and his redemption.

B. We will declare the Devil’'s methods

and procedure for accomplishing his
destructive aim.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Satan’s mission: to estrange man from
his Creator by

1. Getting control of man’s heart/mind
(read Matt. 3:19; Mark 4:15; Luke
8:12)

2. Getting between man'’s spirit and his
God
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3. Gaining the place of the Most High

4. Gaining man’s trust. and confidence
for himself and away from God (read
Luke 22:31)

5. Gaining absolute mastery over those
created in the image of God (read
Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:7-10)

B. Satan’s method: to substitute his own
lies in the place of God’s truth.

1. Satan is a liar (read John 8:44).
2. Satan seeks to falsify truth (read
Gen. 3:1ff and compare Rev.

12:9-10).

C. Satan’s modus operandi: to introduce
doubt into the mind (read Gen. 3:1-5).

1. He throws doubt on truth and sows
distrust toward God (v. 1).

a. He challenges God’s integrity.

Notes:
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Notes:

b. He suggests that God did not
mean what He has said (see Gen.
2:16-17).

2. He selfishly substitutes his own word
for God’s (v. 4) (compare Matt. 13:24-
29, 36-43; 2 Thess. 2:9-12).

3. He casts subtle reflections upon the
goodness and perfections of God

(v. 5).

a. He deceitfully suggests that God is
withholding from man something
needful and beneficial (see 1 Tim.
2:14).

b. He dangles the bait (see 2 Tim.
2:24-26).

D. Satan’s missiles: he aims his attacks
toward the whole person (read Gen. 3:6;
also see Eph. 6:16 and compare Matt.
4:1-11; 2 Cor. 2:11; 1 Thess. 5:23;

1 John 2:15-17).

1. He fires missiles to the physical
senses (v. 6).
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2. He fires missiles to desires and
emotions (v. 6).

3. He fires missiles to the intellect (v. 6).

V. CONCLUSION

A. We need to learn from history (read
Gen. 3:1ff; compare John 8:44).

B. We need to be aware that Satan is real
(1 Peter 5:8).

C. We need not be ignorant of Satan’s
devices: his strategy and tricks (read
2 Cor. 2:11).

Notes:
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ALL SIN IS REBELLION
AGAINST GOD




The rebellion of Adam
was a selfish act
(or choice)
against God
which resulted

in Man's fall
and death
(i.c.. his separation
from his God).




ALL SIN IS REBELLION

AGAINST GOD

A child finds that popu-
larity in his new school
depends on one’s will-
ingness to use certain
forbidden four-letter words. A young
woman whose previous flaunting of
“traditional morality” has resulted
in an unwanted pregnancy must
now decide whether she will allow
her child to be born, or continue to
follow the new morality to the end
of the road. A middle-aged busi-
nessman receives an unsolicited
inside tip from certain “higher-ups”
to the effect that promotion in the
company will necessitate certain
moral and ethical compromises on
his part.

These situations, so different
from each other on the surface,
share a certain human quality that
characterizes many of our daily ex-
periences. They are moral dilem-
mas— a type of problem you and I

face every day. This is a conceptual
category absolutely foreign to any
other species on earth. A gorilla
may be taught to communicate in
sign language, but it will never re-
ally understand the meaning of the
word “ought.” Moral accountability
is reserved for that creature who
was made in the Creator’s image
and likeness: man.

Machines can travel faster
and work more efficiently than
human beings. They are better at
calculating and data processing
than we are. Theoretically, ma-
chines could wipe mankind off the
face of the earth with the simple
push of a button. But it is the finger
of man that pushes the buttons.
Man realizes that he cannot allow
his own future and that of the planet
to be determined by statistical av-
erages and tables of probability.
There is a moral dimension to life, a
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spiritual side of reality, that can be
ignored or suppressed only to our
own destruction.

Breakthroughs in biological
science and psychological theory
have shown us more of ourselves
than we really wanted to see. In the
words of secular humanist B.F.
Skinner, humanity now sees itself
as a species “beyond freedom and
dignity.” Once honored as only
slightly lower than the angels, man
is now seen as little more than a
biological machine—a naked ape.
Freud taught us that all of our
complexities were really only “com-
plexes”™: bad parental programming.
Skinner and the chemical determin-
ists confidently “debunked” the
myth of man, the free moral agent.
As a species and as individuals, we
were entirely explainable in terms
of genetic programming and envi-
ronmental conditioning. Having only
recently proclaimed the death of
God, naturalistic science went on
to announce the death of man.

It should not have been sur-
prising to anyone when people be-
gan to act on the dehumanizing
doctrines they had been hearing for
two or three generations. If man no
longer sees himself as uniquely
created in the image of God and
morally accountable to a Creator,
there is no reason why he should
go on living in accordance with
obsolete ideas like “freedom,” “dig-
nity,” “honor,” “justice,” and “truth.”
Many idealists imagined that some
vague notion of human brotherhood
might keep the social order intact
for a few generations, until some
basis of ethics could be found to
replace the authority of God. And,
as a matter of fact, for a little while
most people simply overlooked the
point that God and man were sup-
posed to be dead, and went right on
living as though the words “right”
and “wrong” still had a real mean-
ing. But when their children grew
old enough to realize that the Em-
peror of Atheism wore no ethical
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clothing, it was clear that time had
run out. No ethical system, meta-
physical mysticism, or political ideal
had been found to replace God.
People began to realize that each
person was now responsible only to
himself or herself.

It began to get scary. Human
history was going nowhere, whether
we blew ourselves up or lived
healthy, prosperous lives. The en-
tire history of the universe was an
accident; how could an individual
human life— or death— have any real
meaning at all? Life or death, cru-
elty or kindness, honesty or decep-
tion, truth or lies, reality or fan-
tasy— all were equally meaningless.
There was no longer any boundary
between what could be done, and
what should be done— by an indi-
vidual, a gang, or a nation. The new
golden rule was: “Whoever has the
gold, rules.” Might makes right. Do
whatever you are smart enough and
strong énough to get away with.
And, by all means, “Have a nice
day.”

Into this nightmare world, the
biblical view of man as a unique,
free moral being brings a welcome
word of sanity and stability. But
the Bible affirms not only the won-
der of man created in the image of
God; it also affirms the horrible
disgrace of man as a moral rebel
against his loving Creator. If we
would retain human dignity, we
must acknowledge human freedom
and human guilt. The same is true
on an individual level. Much of the
unreality and meaninglessness that
pervades our lives is due to a denial
of truth at the core of our being.
Personal confession of specific sins
to God is the beginning of our jour-
ney back to humanness—and our
ultimate salvation.

Whatever Became of Sin?
asked a best-selling title written by
psychiatrist Karl Menninger. Al-
though himself not a Christian,
Menninger recognized and lamented
the loss of the biblical concept of
true moral guilt. Simply denying

41
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the existence of God and the valid-
ity of the human conscience will
not make the ugly reality of sin go
away; nor can we define sin out of
existence by calling it an evolution-
ary aberration, an unfortunate side-
effect of economic inequality, or a
mental illness. Sin can be blotted
out of existence only by the
gracious, forgiving act of the One
who is the Ultimate Victim of every
cosmic crime:

He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed
(1 Peter 2:24).

The human sin problem
began with a man, a garden of
paradise, and a free decision for
self-centeredness. Its solution
involves a Man, a garden of agony,
and a free decision for God-
centeredness. Jesus made that
decision for you and me. Will we
make it for ourselves?,
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The student may refer to Book II,
Lesson 14 of this series (God, His
Creating of All Things) in connection
with the present study.

B. Man’s original position enabled him to
stand before God in innocence and
holiness.

C. The rebellion of man and its results are
together designated as “the Fall”: Man
fell from his original relationship with
God (carefully read Gen. 2-3).

IIl. PREPARATORY READING

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through
one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to all men, because all sinned— for
before the law was given, sin was in the world.
But sin is not taken into account when there is no
law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of
Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who
did not sin by breaking a command, as did
Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. But
the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died by the trespass of the one man, how much

Notes:
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more did God's grace and the gift that came by
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow
to the many! Again, the gift of God is not like

the result of the one man'’s sin: The judgment
_followed one sin and brought condemnation, but
the gift followed many trespasses and brought
Justification. For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how
much more will those who receive God’s abun-
dant provision of grace and of the gift of right-
eousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one
trespass was condemnation for all men, so also
the result of one act of righteousness was justifi-
cation that brings life for all men. For just as
through the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also through the
obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous. The law was added so that the tres-
pass might increase. But where sin increased,
grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace might reign
through righteousness to bring eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 5:12-21).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will analyze the attitude of the first
man, noting how it contributed to his
fall.
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B. We will trace the action that resulted
from the first man'’s selfish disposition.

IV. OUTLINE

A. The factuality of man’s rebellion and fall
is substantiated (read Gen. 2-3).

1. The Fall is a fact of historical reality
(see Rom. 5:12ff: 1 Tim. 2:13-14;
1 Cor. 15:20-22; Matt. 19:4).

2. The Fall is a fact of scriptural revela-
tion (see Rom. 8:18-23).

3. The Fall is a fact of experiential rele-
vance (see Rom. 3:10, 23; 7:7-11).

B. The cause of man’s rebellious fall was
sin (read Rom. 5:12ff).

1. Sin in essence is selfishness (see
Gen. 3:1ff; compare Matt. 22:37-40;
Luke 9:23; 14:25-33; Gal. 2:20).

2. Sin in example is

Notes:
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a. A principle of opposition to God
(see Rom. 1:20-21; 2 Thess. 2:4)

b. A state of unlikeness to God (see
Matt. 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15; compare
Gen. 1:27)

c. An act of transgression of God'’s
holy law (see Matt. 5:17ff; James
2:10; compare 1 John 3:4)

C. The attitude of man the sinner was
self-centered.

1. Man removed God from His rightful
place and enthroned “Self.”

2. The result was
a. A reproach of God'’s love
b. A rejection of God'’s truth

c. A rebellion against God's
authority

d. A repugnance towards God’s
majesty
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D. The aftermath of man's sin was significant
(read Gen. 3:1fi).

1. The conscience was affected (vv. 7-8).

a. They realized their “nakedness and
shame.”

b. They no longer retained a state of
innocence.

2. The understanding was awakened (v. 8).

a. They experienced acute awareness of
God'’s holiness and their own sinful-
ness.

b. They attempted to hide from God
because their sin made them un-
comfortable in His presence.

3. The opportunity for confession was
allowed (vv. 9-13).

a. They were given fair and full oppor-
tunity to confess their crime to their
Creator.

Notes:
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Notes: b. Instead of confession (disclosure),
they offered excuses (concealment):
Adam blamed “the woman”; Eve
blamed “the serpent.”

4. The man'’s excuse furnished the basis
for his condemnation (v. 17).

5. The condemnation for sin was
administered (vv. 14-24).

V. CONCLUSION

A. Upon committing the sinful act, man
discovered wrong within himself.

B. He attempted to provide a covering for
himself which proved to be insufficient.

C. Fearing the holiness of God, man tried
to hide from his Creator.

D. He made excuses for himself rather
than confess his sinful disobedience.




THE FALL AND GOD




Note that it was
neither Adam nor Eve
who came to God,
but it was God
who sought out
the man and woman
while they were
still in their sin.




THE FALL AND GOD

The modern philosophy
called “existentialism,”
while completely wrong
in its understanding
of the cause of human misery,
is nonetheless acutely perceptive
in its observations of the human
condition. The existentialists see hu-
manity as a kind of misfit in the
universe— a fish out of water. They
see the universe as an impersonal,
irrational environment that has
somehow produced a creature that
insists on being personal and
rational. Man's sense of guilt, inse-
curity, and personal insignificance
is thus interpreted as his necessary
response to a universe that is abso-
lutely indifferent toward him: “Man’s
problem isn’t moral; it's metaphysi-
cal. He is too small to understand
his own place in the universe—
much less, God’s.” Obviously, such
a diagnosis, while keenly aware of

the seriousness of the patient'’s ill-
ness, leaves him no basis of hope
for recovery.

The unbelieving world has
never offered a really respectable
understanding of the human pre-
dicament. Pagan cultures, having
refused to retain the knowledge of
God that came to them from pri-
meval divine revelations, in self-
willed ignorance descended into de-
monic darkness. They hoped to ap-
pease hostile demigods by means of
superstitious taboos and hideous
ritual sacrifices. Elaborate systems
of human wisdom and virtuous
works were pieced together, some
of them retaining more elements of
the ancient light than others. These
became known as the great world
religions. All of them recognize the
obvious: man has a problem. But
these human religious systems all
propose to solve that problem from
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man'’s side: Do enough good works,
accumulate sufficient positive
karma, master enough of the an-
cient hidden knowledge, and man
can thus save himself.

The Bible claims to be a reve-
lation from God, providing the nec-
essary answers so that man can
properly understand himself, his
problem, and his place in the uni-
verse. The Bible also claims to pre-
sent a solution to the human di-
lemma that originates with God, not
man. To the existentialists, the Bible
replies that man’s problem does not
originate in his size, but in his sin.
It is not that man is finite, but that
he has deliberately become a fool:

For although they knew God, they
neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking be-
came futile and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Although they
claimed to be wise, they became
Jfools and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to
look like mortal man and birds and
animals and reptiles.... Furthermore,

since they did not think it worth-
while to retain the knowledge of
God, he gave them over to a de-
praved mind, to do what ought not
to be done (Rom. 1:21-23, 28).

The God of the Bible is not an
indifferent cosmic force nor a hos-
tile heathen deity. He combines
within Himself both omnipotence
and absolute holiness: almighty
power and infinite virtue. This is
the God who created man with a
personal nature corresponding to
His own, that man might enjoy a
personal, intimate relationship with
his Creator. Man’s choice to reject
that relationship is the true expla-
nation of his problem. He is trying
to cover his nakedness; he is hiding
from his God. He feels shame and
insecurity because he has left his
proper place. He tries to hide among
the animals and machines, refus-
ing to admit that his sense of per-
sonal insignificance is not due to
his nature, but because he has re-
jected the God whose image he bears
within himself.
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When I was a little boy, we
played a game called “Hide And
Seek.” Whoever was chosen to be
“it” had to cover his eyes and count
while the other children would hide.
When the counting finished the
seeker would search to find each
player. At the end of the game, if
any hiders were still concealed, the
seeker would call out, “One! Two!
Three! Free!” This was the signal
that everyone could come out of
hiding without losing the game,
because the game was over.

When God announced in
Eden that a Seed of woman would
come to “crush the head” of the
Serpent (i.e., destroy his power of
sin and death), the game was over.
Adam and Eve had been hiding
behind fig leaves and bushes while
the God of all power and holiness
had been calling them: “Where are
you?” It is, of course, futile to flee
from the presence of God, but we
shouldn't be too tough on Adam
and Eve. Haven't we all spent a

good deal of our lives hiding in the
shadows of fear and guilt, covering
ourselves with rationalizations and
excuses, delaying the inevitable con-
frontation with reality and truth—
Ultimate Reality and Truth? But the
game is over. The Good News of re-
demption from sin in Christ Jesus
is God’s call of “One, two, three—
free!” to each one of us personally.
We can come out of hiding without
fear of “losing the game.” We can
get “out free” because an infinite
price has been paid— not by man,
but by God.

God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God
(2 Cor. 5:21).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Not only were Adam, Eve, and Satan
involved in transgression, but God also
was affected by the temptation and fall
of mankind (read Gen. 3:1-24).

B. The concern and action of God in rela-
tion to this great catastrophe is vitally
linked with His eternal purpose of re-
demption.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-
controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be
glven you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As obe-
dient children, do not conform to the evil desires
you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as
he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you
do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Since you call on a Father who judges each
man’s work tmpartially, live your lives as strang-
ers here in reverent fear. For you know that it
was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way
of life handed down to you from your forefathers,
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect. He was chosen before
the creation of the world, but was revealed in
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these last times for your sake. Through him you
believe in God, who raised him from the dead
and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are
in God (1 Peter 1:13-21).

IIl. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will consider God’s active concern
for fallen mankind.

B. We will consider God’s attitude toward
sin.

IV. OUTLINE

A. God seeks fallen man: “Where are you?”
(read Gen. 3:9).

1. Here is God's call of justice: The Holy
One cannot overlook sin.

2. Here is God's call of mercy: God is
concerned about the state of the
sinner.

3. Here is God’s call of love: God com-
passionately takes the initiative in

Notes:




56 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

Notes:

offering redemption to His “enemies”
(see Rom. 3:9-11; 5:6-8; compare
James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).

B. God immediately promises redemption
(read Gen. 3:15).

1. Immediately, before acting in judg-
ment, He displayed mercy.

2. Immediately, before expelling them
from the garden, He declared a prom:
ise and a hope for mankind.

C. God promises redemption through the
“seed” (offspring) of woman (see Gen.
3:15).

1. By woman came sin; by woman the
Savior would come into the world
(see 1 Tim. 2:14; Gal. 4:4; compare
Matt. 1:1ff).

2. By woman came the curse; by
woman would come the Curse
Remover (see Gal. 3:13-14; compare
1 Tim. 2:15).
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3. By woman came the loss of Paradise
(i.e., the Garden of Eden); by woman
would come the means of restoration
to Paradise (see Luke 23:43; compare
Rev. 22:1-5).

D. God provides (in type) a substitutionary
sacrifice for sin (read Gen. 3:21).

1. Recall the death penalty connected
with disobedience (see Gen. 2:17).

2. The pardoning provision is accom-
plished by blood— not leaves (see
Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:22).

a. Innocent animals (represented by
the coverings of skins) became a
substitute for the guilty— dying in
their stead.

b. Mercy desired to spare the offend-
ers; justice demanded punishment
for sin; love provided the way (note
Heb. 9:11ff; compare Rom. 3:21-
26; 1 Peter 1:17-21).

Notes:
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3. The propitiatory provision was made
by God Himself (see 2 Cor. 5:21;
compare Luke 15:22ff; Isa. 61:10).

a. God furnished skins.
b. God made the covering.
c. God clothed Adam and Eve.

E. God removes the man and woman from
the garden (read Gen. 3:24).

1. God and man went separate ways.

a. The original fellowship between
God and the man was severed.

b. Sin always causes division (note
Isa. 59:1-2).

2. Without a means of forgiveness, man
is “separated from the life of God”
(see Eph. 4:18; Luke 15:32; compare
Eph. 2:1-3; 1 Tim. 5:6).
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V. CONCLUSION

A. God is wholly righteous and just— and
punishes sin.

B. God is entirely merciful and loving—
and provides a “covering” for sin.

C. God is totally concerned with man’s
deliverance from sin— and proves His
love by providing salvation.

D. God completely solves the human sin
problem by His eternal purpose of
redemption in His Son— the Savior of
the world.

Notes:
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THE FALL AND THE LAW
OF SIN AND DEATH




Eternal life
is the consequence
of redemption

—a sharing in the life
of God Himself!




THE FALL AND THE LAW

OF SIN AND DEATH

To be human is to be
in need. We are goal-
oriented beings, moti-
vated to satisfy our
appetites— however ambiguous or
indefinite they might be. We feel
physical hunger, and are glad that
there exists a commodity called
“food.” We become tired, and are
gratified (whether we consciously
acknowledge it or not) that there is
such a thing as “sleep.” But buried
within our human nature, deeper
inside some of us than others, we
sense a gnawing need that no
earthly commodity or physical func-
tion seems adequate to fulfill.
Sometimes, that hunger at-
tacks us with such intensity that
we feel frightened. Or it may strike
us in such a way as to arouse our
anger. It drives us on, day after
day, like desert vagabonds who dare
not succumb to weariness lest they

die of thirst while they sleep. We
have seen those who yield to their
weariness. Something has died in-
side them: their very humanity.
Sigmund Freud, the father of
modern psychotherapy, provided a
theory of human nature which is
still popularly accepted. He began
with the presupposition that man
is entirely a biological animal, ran-
domly brought forth by the irra-
tional, impersonal processes of
naturalistic evolution. Man is self-
centered, said Freud, because of
his animalistic instinct for survival
and need-gratification. Thus, Freud
saw self-centeredness as the nor-
mal condition of man, implicit in
his very nature as man. For Freud,
human selfishness was just another
manifestation of the law of the
jungle, having no greater moral
implications than are involved in
dogs fighting over a bone or bucks
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locking horns over a doe. Morality
is an irrelevant illusion, a tribal
taboo, a superstitious bugaboo.

Next, Freud proceeded to il-
luminate the “true” motivating forces
behind all human moral pretenses:
“the drive toward sensual pleasure
(eros) and the drive toward power
and destruction (thanatos).”* All
human behavior could be explained
by the instinctive, animalistic drive
toward pleasure and power—.
ultimately, in the forms of sex and
death. According to Freud, the frus-
tration of these needs results in
neuroses and antisocial behavior.
The solution he proposed was a
frank acceptance of our self-
centered nature, an unmasking of
subconscious selfish desire, and the
pursuit of selfish gratification in
socially acceptable ways.

Freud’'s analysis of the hu-
man condition contains some valu-
able insights. Man is self-centered.
We do seek satisfaction of deep,
hidden needs. There is much about

ourselves that lies hidden beneath
conscious recognition. But we must
be suspicious of any view of man
that omits or negates the factor
of morality, a basic experience in
everyone's daily reality. Freud's
amoral approach looks like another
fig leaf: another attempt to cover up
man’s sense of inadequacy and guilt
without ever coming out of the
bushes to face God.

According to the Bible, man
is self-serving because of the Fall
and its results— not because of his
inherent nature. Our true needs
are not power and pleasure; these
are but poor secular substitutes for
significance and security. Our first
parents, created in total innocence
and perfection, enjoyed an immedi-
ate sense of the presence of God.
From their relationship with God,
Adam and Eve derived complete
fulfillment of their personal human
needs: meaning and purpose; se-
curity and stability. Their moral
separation from God brought into
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the human condition that sense of
emptiness and need which each of
us experiences as we reach an age
of moral accountability. Invariably,
we seek to fill that emptiness in
self-centered, worldly, and sinful
ways. As we grow to an age of know-
ing to choose good and refuse evil,
we experience spiritual hunger for
what God alone can give, but find
ourselves surrounded by forbidden
fruit on every side. Thus, each one
of us repeats the Fall in personal
experience, and the reign of sin and
death claims us, one by one:

For I would not have known what it
was to covet if the law had not said,
“Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the com-
mandment, produced in me every
kind of covetous desire. For apart
Jrom law, sin is dead. Once I was
alive apart from law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to
life and I died.... For sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the com-
mandment, deceived me, and
through the commandment put me
to death (Rom. 7:7-9, 11).

Our physical mortality, inher-
ited from the Fall, urges us to grab
for all this world’s gusto now, while
we have the chance (1 Cor. 15:32).
But through this desperate, self-
assertive pursuit of “life,” we sin
and thus incur spiritual death. That
is how the Devil makes us slaves of
sin through our fear of death (Heb.
2:14-15).

Only by restoring man’s origi-
nal relationship with God can the
cycle of sin and death be broken.
Only by filling our spiritual void
with a sharing in God’s own life can
we be made whole again. However
wretched we may be apart from God,
we can give joyous thanks to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord:

...because through Christ Jesus the
law of the Spirit of life set me free
from the law of sin-and death. For
what the law was powerless to do
in that it was weakened by the sin-
Jul nature, God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful
man, in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be

65
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Jully met in us, who do not live ac-
cording to the sinful nature, but
according to the Spirit (Rom. 8:2-4).

'Lawrence J. Crabb, Jr., Basic Principles
of Biblical Counseling (Grand Rapids, MI:
The Zondervan Corporation, 1975), p. 27.
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. By Adam’s one act of transgression sin
made its entrance into the world (read
Gen. 3:17ff; compare Rom. 5:12ff).

1. The man caused the ground to be
cursed.

2. The man would eat bread in sorrow.

3. The man would have to contend with
thorns and thistles.

4. The man would continue his exis-
tence by sweat (hard toil).

5. The man’s body would return to dust.

6. The man is barred from the Tree of
Life by a sword.

7. The man died “that day”; he was
immediately separated from God
because of disobedience (penalty
of death for sin).

Notes:
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B. Through Adam and Eve entered a law
(principle) that is effective still: the law
of sin and death (read Rom. 5:12; com-
pare Rom. 8:1-3).

II. PREPARATORY READING

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Cer-
tainly not! Indeed I would not have known what
sin was except through the law. For I would not
have known what it was to covet if the law had
not said, “Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the commandment,

produced in me every kind of covetous destre. For

apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive
apart from law; but when the commandment
came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that
the very commandment that was intended to
bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing
the opportunity afforded by the commandment,
deceived me, and through the commandment put
me to death. So then the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy, righteous and good. Did
that which is good, then, become death to me? By
no means! But in order that sin might be recog-
nized as sin, it produced death in me through
what was good, so that through the command-
ment sin might become utterly sinful. We know
that the law is spiritual; but I am unsptritual, sold
as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate
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I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree
that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know
that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good,
but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the
good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to
do— this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin
living in me that does it. So I find this law at
work: When I want to do good, evil is right there
with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s
law; but I see another law at work in the mem-
bers of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within my members. What a wretched
man I am! Who will rescue me _from this body of
death? Thanks be to God— through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave
to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to
the law of sin (Rom. 7:7-25).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will define and describe the law of
sin and death.

B. We will demonstrate that freedom from
this law (and its effect) is realized in
Christ Jesus.

Notes:
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Notes:

IV. OUTLINE
A. This law is stated simply.

1. “The soul who sins is the one who
will die” (Ezek. 18:20).

2. “...for when you eat of it you will
surely die” (Gen. 2:17; compare
3:24).

a. Adam did not die physically on the
“day” he ate the forbidden fruit.

b. Adam died spiritually on that same
“day.”

B. The law of sin and death has many
serious implications.

1. Spiritual death is defined as “the
separation of man from God”— the
divine Source of Life (W.E. Vine, Ex-

pository Dictionary of New Testament
Words, Vol. 1, p. 276).
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a. Death is separation from God:
Because of sin, God will not do
what He could do (see Isa. 59:1-2).

b. Death is separation from eternal
life: severance from the life of God
(see Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-20; compare
John 3:16; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3, 5,
24; 1 John 1:1-4; 5:13; 2 Tim.
1:10).

c. Death is separation from fellowship
with God: ceasing to participate in
the life of God (see 1 John 1:5-10;
compare John 17:3; Rom. 7:7-11;
Heb. 6:4-6; 1 John 5:16-17; con-
trast Eph. 5:11).

. The law of sin and death is defused
by a higher law.

a. The “law of the spirit of life” in
Christ Jesus frees one from the
“law of sin and death” (see Rom.
8:1-3).

Notes:
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b. The “law of Moses” was neither
humanly able nor divinely in-
tended to free anyone from sin
and death (see Lev. 18:5; compare
Rom. 3:19-21; 5:20-21; 7:10, 14,
22-24; Gal. 2:16-21; 3:12ff; Heb.
7:18-19; 8:7-9:17).

V. CONCLUSION
A. In summary, death
1. Is separation from God
2. Is severance from eternal life

3. Is alienation from fellowship with
God

4. Entered into the world through sin
5. Came to all men— for all sinned
B. We conclude that

1. The law (or principle) of sin and
death is operative in the world
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2. Sin and death are destructive
enemies of mankind

3. All are bound captive by the law of
sin and death until Jesus Christ sets
them free by the power of the gospel
(read carefully John 8:21, 24; Rom.
7:24-8:4; compare Rom. 1:16-17;

1 Cor. 15:1-4)

4. The “law of the spirit of life” in Christ
Jesus frees one from “the law of sin
and death” (read carefully Rom.
8:1-3; compare John 8:34-36)

Notes:
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GOD’S PROMISE IN EDEN:
THE SEED OF SATAN

ERSUS THE SEED OF WOMAN




The seed of woman
is victorious and triumphant.
Satan’'s head is crushed
by Jesus' heel at Calvary.

He arose!
God's eternal purpose
and its historical unfolding
have not been frustrated.
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The cosmic struggle be-
tween good and evil has
fascinated the human
race since time imme-
morial. We sense that we are more
than innocent bystanders in the
conflict; yet, it is obvious that we
are not really the main contestants.

Various forms of religious
dualism have tried to explain the
conflict in terms of two equally eter-
nal principles: one good, the other
evil. But if both are equally eternal,
then either might justly claim our
moral allegiance as “God.” Cruelty
would then be as acceptable as
kindness, hatred as honorable as
love, and fraudulence as legitimate
as honesty. Nobody consistently
lives as though good and evil were
equally valid moral options.
Certain philosophers and scientists
have proposed this complete

undermining of morality, but none
of them lives consistently in accor-
dance with it. Even the most
morally depraved individuals and
cultures of the human species ac-
knowledge certain moral standards
and values, however primitive or
perverse they might be. Evil is not
the eternal, original Reality.

The moral ideals of most
human cultures have centered
around the idea that self-centered
behavior is wrong. The limits of
benevolence vary widely from cul-
ture to culture, but all seem to agree
that the absolute claims and de-
sires of “self” must be subjected to
those of one’s family, tribe, nation,
fellow man, and/or deity. Thus,
while the most ethically advanced
societies teach the brotherhood of
all mankind and promote goodwill
toward all, the “backward” tribes
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advocate love toward one’s immedi-
ate kinsmen only. The point is, none
of them admire or condone a policy
of absolute selfishness. So, at the
bottom line, the spiritual conflict is
a contest between pure love and
absolute self-centeredness.

According to the Bible, man-
kind was originally created in the
image of an all-loving God. The very
existence of the universe, of Adam
and Eve, and of the abundant pro-
visions of Paradise all speak of the
benevolent and gracious character
of God. He created freely— not out
of compulsion. He provided abun-
dantly— not meagerly. He allowed
maximum freedom and forbade only
one indulgence. One prohibition was
necessary for the moral test of man:
would he center his existence on
God, or on himself?

Enter, the Serpent. Where he
came from, we are not immediately
told. But what he embodies is clear
from the moment of his appear-
ance:

Now the serpent ‘was more crafly
than any of the wild animals the
LORD God had made [he is a crea-
ture, but not one of mere animal
intelligence]. He said to the woman,
“Did God really say, ‘You must not
eat from any tree in the garden’'?”
[he challenges the authority of the
Word of God]. The woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat from the
trees in the garden, but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the
tree that is in the middle of the gar-
den, and you must not touch it, or
you will die.”” “You will not surely
die,” the serpent said to the woman
[the Serpent is the enemy of God,
of man, and of truth]. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil”
[the Serpent embodies the moral
principle of egocentricity: unre-
strained self-centeredness, self-
assertiveness, self-reliance, and
self-determination] (Gen. 3:1-5).

Ultimately, there are only two
moral principles at work in the uni-
verse, between which each of us
must choose: love (the original and
eternal Reality) and egocentricity
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(the worship of the created self
rather than the Creator).

Because the Bible is a uni-
fied divine revelation composed of
various inspired literatures, we are
not surprised that information
which is withheld at an earlier stage
is revealed in later biblical history.
The identity of the Serpent is an
example of such progressive revela-
tion; it is not until John pens the
final book of canonical Scripture
that the Serpent is completely
unmasked. He is neither a beast of
the field, nor a man (though he has
exploited both forms to serve his
own ends). He is

...that ancient serpent called the
devil or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray (Rev. 12:9).

This spiritual entity is the
source of sin, the fount of all ego-
centricity, He invented the philoso-
phy of self-centeredness by pervert-
ing his own free will in an incident
that preceded human history (read

2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). Through use of
the serpent, Satan managed to
export this philosophy and its in-
evitable results (deception, sin, and
death) to the human race, spoiling
the entire creation under man'’s
stewardship. This is the biblical ex-
planation of why man finds, within
himself and his world, a mingling of
elements from both heaven and hell.
This is why everything that was
once pronounced “very good” with-
out any qualification can now at-
tain only to the level of a mixed
blessing. The garden of man’s na-
ture, culture, environment, and
history is now strewn with weeds
planted by an unseen enemy.

Not only did God foreknow
the entire gamut of human history,
including the Fall; He had already
formulated a plan to checkmate
Satan’s deadly strategy before the
game pieces were on the board.
Immediately after the Devil's open-
ing move, God announced to Satan
that the cosmic contest was far from
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being finished— indeed, it had barely
begun! Satan might control the
majority of mankind through the
power of deception, sin, and death,
but God would eventually bring
about victory for the human race
through a promised Deliverer (Gen.
3:15). This Savior would be born of
woman— a vindication of womanly
nature as a work of God which Sa-
tan had exploited to introduce sin
into the world. This promised Seed
of woman would redeem mankind
from sin and death by refusing the
philosophy of self-centeredness.
Rather than grasping at the forbid-
den fruit of self-worship, the Son of
God would let go His rightful divine
prerogatives and be

...bom of a woman, born under the
law, to redeem those under law,
that we might receive the full rights
of sons (Gal. 4:4-5).

Jesus’ submission to God,
even to the point of death on a
cross, was the means by which He

was perfected as a redeeming sacri-
fice for human sin. God raised from
death the human nature of Christ,
sealing the union of human and
divine natures forever in His Son.
Thus, the death of Christ was si-
multaneously the “bruising” of the
Seed of woman, and the “crushing”
of the Serpent's head. Now, any
among the children of Adam and
Eve who so desired could forsake
the way of sin and death by freely
choosing to live in union with the
risen Christ by faith. Satan’s reign
of terror over mankind is broken.

Since the children have flesh and
blood, he too shared in their hu-
manity so that by his death he might
destroy him who holds the power of
death— that is, the devil—and free
those who all their lives were held
in slavery by their fear of death
(Heb. 2:14-15). @)
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Notes:

A. At the time Adam and Eve fell, God
made a promise and a prediction.

B. He predicted that there would be a
conflict between Satan’s seed and Eve’s
seed. He promised victory for the
woman'’s seed.

C. In this lesson we shall analyze the an-
nouncement of the conflict in Genesis
3:15.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And
he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded
you not to eat_from?” The man said, “The woman
you put here with me— she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
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Notes:

III.

ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Be-
cause you have done this, cursed are you above
all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will
crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the
days of your life. And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will
greatly increase your pain tn childbearing; with
pain you will give birth to children. Your desire
will be for your husband, and he will rule over
you.” To Adam he said, “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ cursed
is the ground because of you; through painful toil
you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will
produce thomns and thistles for you, and you will
eat the plants of the fleld. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until you return to the
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you will return.” Adam named his
wife Eve because she would become the mother
of all the living. The LORD God made garments of
skin _for Adam and his wife and clothed them
(Gen. 3:8-21).

STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will give an in-depth exposition of
the announcement of the conflict (read
Gen. 3:15).
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B. We will come to clearly understand the
relationship of the announcement of
conflict with the unfolding of history.

IV. OUTLINE
A. Key terms that must be defined include
1. Enmity: “ill will, hatred, strife”

a. This implies bitter opposition:
warfare!

b. This enmity (or warfare) is between
the woman and Satan: her seed
and his seed.

2. Seed (ASV): “ancestors, posterity,
offspring”

a. There is the Serpent’s offspring.

b. There is the woman'’s offspring
(read 1 John 3:6-12).

3. Bruise (ASV): “to crush, to trample
down”

Notes:
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Notes: a. This implies “lying in wait and
watching” in order to attack and
assault: guerrilla warfare!

b. The word denotes harm and hurt:
defeat and destruction.

4. Head: “the superior position; signify-
ing the object of power, control and
authority” (see Matt. 28:18; compare
Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22)

a. Satan’s “head” (i.e., his power or
authority) was to be crushed and
destroyed.

b. Satan’s power is identified as sin
and death (read Heb. 2:14-15; 1
John 3:8; compare 1 Cor. 15:56;
Rom. 8:1-4).

c. The blow on the “head” denotes a
permanent, fatal wound.

5. Heel: “the lesser portion; that which
is instrumental in crushing the head”
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a. The original language is “his heel,”
not “its heel”— expressing the cost
of humanity’s redemption (read
Acts 3:18; Luke 24:25-27, 44-47).

b. The “heel” is to be bruised by de-
stroying the head of the Serpent: a
“bruised heel” is far less damaging
than a “bruised head”! (Read Heb.
2:14-16; 1 John 3:8; Rev. 1:17-18;
compare 2 Tim. 1:10.)

B. Two great truths can be deduced from
God’s words to the Serpent:

1. There would be a “life and death”
struggle between the seed of Satan

and the seed of woman (see Rev.
12:111).

2. The seed of the woman would
ultimately be victorious (see Col.
2:13-15; compare Gal. 4:4-6).

Notes:
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Notes: V. CONCLUSION

A. The meaningful message of God’s
announcement of conflict: God promises
redemption (read Gen. 3:15).

B. This redemption will be costly: a bitter,
bloody conflict is predicted by God
Himself.

C. The revelation of God’s Word, from this
point on, concerns the historical unfold-
ing and fulfillment of this promise made
in Eden.
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What God has promised
He is able to perform.
His eternal purpose
will not be defeated—

even by a barren womb;
Sarah bears Isaac—
the “seed of woman™
continues.




CONFLICT THROUGHOUT

HISTORY (Part 1)

calculated that

...For the past 5,500 years,
the world has known only
some 300 years of peace.
Since 3,600 B.C., there have
been more than 14,000 large
and small wars in which 3.5
billion people have been killed.
There have been more than
1,600 arms races since 650
B.C., with one nation attempt-
ing to make bigger and more
destructive weapons than
everyone else. Only 100 of the
spiraling arms buildups has
not culminated in war.!

Obviously, conflict plays a

major role in the human drama.

What other species expends as

The history of the
human race is a history
of conflict. It has been

much time and energy on its own
destruction as does man? There is
more “peaceful coexistence” among
even the natural enemies of the
animal kingdom than there is within
the family of man. A mongoose will
kill a snake for food, but it does not
hate snakes. A lioness has no inter-
est in tearing up a zebra, except to
feed herself and her cubs. But man
will destroy his own kind out of
sheer hatred.

Man’s rationalizations of his
murderous tendencies are varied
and contradictory: “He is black”;
“She is white”; “They are foreign-
ers”; “We are native sons.” Racism,
nationalism, bigotry, and chauvin-
ism are all expressions of human
hatred. Enmity need not always
express itself as open hostility; war
can be “cold” as well as “hot.”

What is the essence of hu-
man hostility, the core of human
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conflict? Is it economic class, as
Marx concluded? Is it racial, as the
Nazis claimed? Perhaps the source
of the struggle is a matter of politi-
cal ideology? Certainly, religion has
played a part in the story of human
conflict. It is not always easy to
distinguish between symptom and
sickness, supply and source, effect
and cause. Careful observation is
crucial if we are to avoid a superfi-
cial understanding of human con-
flict.

One of the most effective stra-
tegies of warfare known to man-
kind is a tactic called “divide and
conquer.” The idea is to weaken the
enemy by creating dissension within
his ranks, thus destroying the unity
of his forces. Children often use
this tactic to weaken the unity of
parental authority in the home.
Soon, mom and dad are forgetting
that they are one flesh, with one
purpose. While they fight between
themselves for authority, the ma-
nipulative youngster has his own

way. (Of course, a high price must
eventually be exacted from the child,
his parents, and society at large;
when the child “wins,” everybody
loses— including the budding little
Machiavelli.)

So it goes within the family of
man: since the Fall, we have seen
humanity divided and at war with
itself. Oppression, persecution, and
genocide fill page after page of our
family history. In not-so-quiet des-
peration, man collectively holds a
nuclear arsenal against his temple
and threatens to blow himself away.
It seems we are our own worst en-
emy— but there is another. He sits
on the sidelines, calling the plays,
laughing at us as we kill each other
for fun and profit. He stirs up men
against women, and women against
men; he sows strife and contention
among nations and between gen-
erations. Above all, he convinces us
to equate our personal desires, opin-
ions, and convictions with Absolute
Truth, so that we feel no guilt or
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shame when we destroy those
who differ with us. “Divide and con-
quer” is his strategy: Satan reaps a
human harvest of death and dam-
nation, using slave labor to gather
it in.

Spiritual forces of wickedness
exist. They oppose God by destroy-
ing His good work; they particu-
larly delight in defacing the divine
image stamped upon each man
and woman, every boy and girl. Ex-
ploiting us by the attraction of the
lie, the desires of the flesh, and our
fear of death, the unseen enemy
begins to brainwash us before we
know what is happening. As we
brutalize and dehumanize one
another, we ourselves become de-
humanized. Satan adds us to his
collection of mindless puppets: iden-
tically propagandized zombies who
think they are free. Satan has no
legitimate children. They are all
stolen from God, all seduced by a
Stranger who promised them candy
and then took them for a long ride

to nowhere! That is why the Bible
can in one breath tell us to hate the
sin, but love the sinner. Beneath
the Satanic brand mark, the Devil's
children still bear the divine image.
We must have compassion for our
own kind.

The present fractured state
of humanity could be remedied if
we would all understand what Paul
the apostle taught the Athenians:

“From one man he [God] made ev-
ery nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth.... As some
of your own poets have said, ‘We
are his offspring’” (Acts 17:26, 28).

The Good News about Jesus
Christ is God’s summons to all the
children of Adam and Eve who have
foolishly chosen to follow the lies of
Satan, the lusts of the flesh, and
the lure of this fallen world:

“Therefore come out_from them and
be separate, says the Lord. Touch
no unclean thing, and I will receive
you.” “I will be a Father to you, and
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you will be my sons and daughters, devious strategy of “divide and
j‘g)/smew dAlmighty” (2 Cor. 6:17- conquer.” We are so busy fighting
' against one another that we fail to

In reply to the question posed recognize our common enemy:
by Charles Hodge in his book Will

God Run?, Jesus’ parable of the For our struggle is not against flesh

and blood, but against the authori-

Prodigal Son assures us that God ties, against the powers of this dark
will run to receive back His way- world and against the spiritual
ward sons and daughters. Though Jorces of evil in the heavenly realms
they have renounced their true (Eph. 6:12). 3]

heritage, squandered their inheri-
tance, and brought reproach upon
the Name that founded the whole
human race, the arms of God are
opened at Calvary's cross to em-
brace each repentant son and
daughter.
In Christ, God has planned
and prepared a family reunion for
mankind. The enemy is not our fel-
low man, as cruel as he might seem
to be. The enemy is certainly not
God; He has not spared even His
only begotten Son in His efforts to
win us back to Himself. We are 1Allen Isbell, War and Conscience
being distracted from fighting  (Abilene, TX: Biblical Research Press,
against our true enemy by a 1966), p. vii.
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The conflict between the “seed of
woman” and “the seed of Satan” is a
struggle that begins with the early
history of the human race.

B. We see the conflict between
1. Cain and Abel

2. The daughters of men and the sons
of God

3. A barren womb and an abundant
promise

4. A famine and a family

II. PREPARATORY READING

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she conceived
and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help
of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” Later
she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept
flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of
time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as
an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.

Notes:
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Notes:

The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering,
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with
Jfavor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was
downcast. The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what
is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires to have you, but you must master it.” Now
Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the
field.” And while they were in the field, Cain at-
tacked his brother Abel and killed him. Then the
LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I
don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your
brother’s blood cries out to me _from the ground. Now
you are under a curse and driven from the ground,
which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s
blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it
will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a
restless wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the
LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.
Today, you are driving me from the land, and I will
be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will
kill me.” But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone
kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times
over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no
one who found him would kill him.... Adam lay with
his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and
named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me
another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”
Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At
that time men began to call on the name of the LORD
(Gen. 4:1-15, 25-26).
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III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will become aware of the viciousness
of Satan and his intent to destroy the
“seed of woman.”

B. We will see that there is a greater power
than that of Satan, and that God’s pur-
poses will be providentially carried out.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Satan’s vicious attack upon the woman
and her seed is immediate.

1. His aim is the destruction of the
promised “seed.”

2. His method is murder.

B. Cain and Abel: The spiritual conflict
commences (read Gen. 4:1-8, 25).

1. Satan, “a murderer from the begin-
ning,” slays Abel through Cain (see
John 8:44; compare 1 John 3:8,
10, 12).

Notes:
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Notes:

2. This act destroys the “righteous

Abel,” and Satan is seemingly
victorious.

3. But God appointed “another child in

place of Abel, since Cain killed him":
Seth, whose name appears in the
lineage of Christ (see Luke 3:38;
compare Heb. 12:24).

C. Daughters of men and sons of God: The
spiritual conflict continues (read Gen.
6:1-14).

1. Human wickedness has greatly

intensified due to intermarriage
between the “sons of God” (i.e., those
“of faith”) and the “daughters of men”
(i.e., those “not of faith”): God deter-
mines to destroy all living things
upon the earth.

2. A universal flood comes upon the

earth: “Every living thing that moved
on the earth perished” (see Gen.
7:21-23).
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3. “But God remembered Noah....” (com-

pare Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27;
Heb. 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter
2:5).

D. A barren womb arid an abundant
promise: The seed-promise advances
(read Gen. 17:15-19).

1.

The promise to Abraham had been
given twenty-four years before (see
Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1ff).

. God reaffirms this promise, assuring

Sarah that she will bear a son, Isaac,
even though “...Sarah was past the
age of childbearing”: She was barren
(see Gen. 18:11; compare Rom. 4:18-
21; 9:7; Heb. 11:11-12).

. “But God!...”: Isaac is born according

to God’s announced schedule.

a. “Then God said...” (read Gen.
17:19).

b. “And the LORD did...” (read Gen.
21:1-3).

Notes:
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E. A famine and a family: The seed prom-
ise is endangered (read Gen. 41:55-
47:1).

1. Jacob (i.e., Israel) and his family were
facing starvation (see Gen. 42:1-2;
compare Gen. 43:8).

2. Jacob (via his son, Judah) is the
connecting link for the fulfillment of
“the promise” (see Matt. 1:2; compare
Luke 3:33-34; Heb. 7:14).

a. The death of this one family would
mean victory for Satan.

b. However, they are providentially
preserved by God’s power and

purpose.
3. But— “The LORD was with Joseph...”

a. Review the narrative concerning
Joseph and his brothers, noting
God'’s providence (read Gen. 37:1-
36; 39:1-50:26).
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b. By the hand of Joseph (due to
God'’s providence), the promised
seed lineage through Judah is
sustained (read carefully Gen.
50:15-21).

V. CONCLUSION

A. Each time, seemingly against all odds,
the promised seed of woman comes
through the struggle against the forces
of Satan.

B. The drama of human redemption con-
tinues as God's eternally purposed plan
unfolds through the divinely inspired
biblical record.

Notes:
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The lineage through whom
the Messiah would come
is not annihilated due to the
oppression of a heathen nation;
God will deliver.
God will keep his promise.

Satan and his seed
do not win this battle,
nor will they win this war.
The “seed of woman”™
will continue.




CONFLICT THROUGHOUT

HISTORY (Part II)

There is a line in one of
the hymns that bril-
liantly captures the es-
sence of the biblical view

of history:

Although the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the ruler yet.

The LORD reigns; God alone
is ultimately king. This theme is
the truth that underlies the biblical
presentation of the outworking of
God's eternal purpose and plan of
redemption. Sin and death have
wrought havoc in all that the
Creator has made. Yet, through His
sovereign power and invincible
wisdom, He will make all things
new again, and all that once was
decreed “very good” shall be even
better. Limited human understand-
ing may doubt or even deny the
wisdom of God, but

“...who has known the mind of the
Lord that he may instruct him?” (1
Cor. 2:16; compare Isaiah 40:13).

If God thinks it more glorious
to redeem a fallen world by suffer-
ing than to create a universe in
which neither love nor hate were
possible, who can argue the point?
Although we might believe that the
smooth operation of machinery is
superior to the problematic fickle-
ness of free moral agencies, we are
in no position to debate with the
Creator. He made a universe in
which the unprogrammed choices
of men and women would be a
meaningful factor in the course of
history—not only human history,
but the history of the entire crea-
tion under man’s stewardship. For
although the Divine Author has
sovereignly predetermined the plot
of the cosmic drama, and has writ-
ten several key episodes into the
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script to ensure its outcome (in-
cluding a Personal appearance in
first century Palestine, and one in
the final scene of the last act), He
has also left it for us, the human
cast, to write for ourselves what-
ever roles we may choose.

Of course, we have limita-
tions in our freedom to choose: the
Fall of man imposes certain restric-
tions, as do God’s laws of nature.
But neither the disobedience of hu-
manity nor the norms of nature are
sovereign; God has used them
both—and overruled them, when
necessary—in accomplishing His
immutable purpose. And it is this
eternal purpose of God, now clearly
revealed and accessible to mankind,
which each of us must choose to
either accept or reject as we write
the history of our daily lives.

One must be very cautious in
speaking of such things as “the les-
sons of history,” for we know little
of the total content of world history,
and whatever “patterns” we might

detect in it are based on small and
highly selective samplings. However,
if the Sovereign God of history were
to comment on certain key events,
offer a general statement on the
meaning of the whole phenomenon,
and show us a bit of the ending—
not merely to satisfy our curiosity,
but to help us get our bearings and
choose the right way home— then a
light would be shining in the world
for any man or woman who pos-
sessed the disposition and tenacity
to seek and find. The writings of the
scribes and prophets contained in
the Bible have always claimed to be
just such a light, and although they
focus on peoples and events that
seem obscure by secular standards,
we would do well to consider what
that light reveals.

Consider the plight of the de-
scendants of Abraham in the land
of Egypt. This situation was not
due to mere “winds of fortune,” but
was explicitly predicted to Abram
centuries before it occurred:
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Then the LORD said- to him, “Know
Jor certain that your descendants
will be strangers in a country not
their own, and they will be enslaved
and mistreated four hundred years.
But I will punish the nation they
serve as slaves, and afterward they
will come out with great posses-
sions” (Gen. 15:13-14).

The slavery of Israel and her
deliverance by the LORD on the eve
of the first Passover were a divinely
designed type of redemption in
Christ, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. More-
over, it was a demonstration in the
arena of world history that the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is
the God of heaven and earth, who
will do mighty works to fulfill His
word to His people.

Has any god ever tried to take for
himself one nation out of another
nation, by testings, by miraculous
signs and wonders, by war, by a
mighty hand and an outstretched
arm, or by great and awesome
deeds, like all the things the LORD

your God did for you in Egypt be-
Jore your very eyes? (Deut. 4:34)

The career of David, son of
Jesse, is another ease in point. From
his lowly beginnings as a keeper of
his father’s flocks, to his corona-
tion as king over Judah and then
all of Israel, to his exile during the
uprising of his son Absalom, the
odds were apparently stacked
against David. What is a boy with a
sling against a trained soldier, fully
armed, who also happens to be over
nine feet tall? If the contest had
been fought in Las Vegas, who
would have laid odds against Goli-
ath? If you had been with Samuel
the seer as he watched the sons of
Jesse parade before him in Bethle-
hem that day, would you have
picked David— the “runt of the lit-
ter"— as the LORD’s anointed? And
what chance would you have
thought he had to evade the con-
stant assassination attempts of King
Saul, who had the national military
establishment at his disposal? Yet,
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not only did David “beat the odds”
in succeeding Saul as king over all
of Israel; he also returned from ex-
ile to reclaim the kingdom that
Absalom had usurped. King David,
of the royal tribe of Judah, was
chosen to be both a type and a
forebearer of the Messiah, the Son
of God

...who as to his human nature was
a descendant of David... (Rom. 1:3).

David prospered because, in
spite of his sins, he was a man after
God’s own heart, who rejoiced in
God’s promise and entrusted him-
self to God’s purpose.

“Who am I, O Sovereign LORD, and
what is my family, that you have
brought me thus far? And as if this
were not enough in your sight, O
Sovereign LORD, you have spoken
about the future of the house of your
servant.... For the sake of your word
and according to your will, you have
done this great thing and made it
known to your servant” (2 Sam.
7:18-19, 21).

But God’s purpose through
the line of David continued to be
threatened by Satanic attacks. The
marriage of Judah's King Jehoram
to the Baal-worshipping Athaliah
(daughter of Israel’'s Ahab and Jeze-
bel) jeopardized the purpose of God
through the royal line of David.
Upon the death of her son Ahaziah,
King of Judah, Athaliah proceeded
to exterminate all legitimate suc-
cessors to the Davidic throne. She
established herself as queen over
the land, and would have succeeded
in wiping out every trace of God’s
purpose through David, had one
small boy not been hidden from
Athaliah’s henchmen. In the young
King Joash, the Davidic promise
and hope were kept alive.

Within four generations, the
powers of darkness would again
pose a serious threat to the con-
tinuation of the Davidic dynasty.
King Hezekiah, terminally ill and
with no heir apparent, pleads with
Yahweh for a reprieve and is granted
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an additional fifteen years of life.
Neither the power of Assyria nor
even of death itself can extinguish
the lamp of David; Hezekiah begets
the infamous Manasseh, whose sins
hasten the wrath of God upon the
land of Judah even while preserv-
ing the purpose of God through
David.

In these historical vignettes,
we see more than the trite “good is
stronger than evil” moral cliche. We
are given repeated illustrations of a
point that often escapes our notice
as we struggle to maintain our own
faith in the midst of personal prob-
lems and tragedies. It is a truth at
which atheists and skeptics may
sneer, but which they are quite
powerless to refute:

Although the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the ruler yet.

This present darkness is not
proof against the coming of the
dawn. Israel knew centuries of dark

days in Egypt; David saw his share,
as did his successors. Christians
proclaim a gospel in which the
promised Son of David, apparently
forsaken by God His Father, is
handed over to the powers of dark-
ness and death.

But God raised him from the dead,
Jfreeing him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death
to keep its hold on him. David said
about him: “I saw the Lord always
before me. Because he is at my right
hand, I will not be shaken. There-
Jore my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will live in
hope, because you will not aban-
don me to the grave, nor will you let
your Holy One see decay” (Acts 2:24-
27; compare Ps. 16:8-10). £
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Notes:

I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The conflict between the “seed of woman”
and the “seed of Satan” continues.

B. In this study, we examine the conflict
between

1. Pharoah and the enslaved Israelites

2. Evil adversaries and David (God’s
anointed)

3. Devilish Athaliah and the royal seed
4. Death and King Hezekiah
II. PREPARATORY READING

Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph,
came to power in Egypt. “Look,” he said to his
people, “the Israelites have become much too numer-
ous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly with them
or they will become even more numerous and, if war
breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us
and leave the country.” So they put slave masters
over them to oppress them with forced labo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>