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PREFACE

Life? What's it all about? Who can make any sense of it? Is there an
answer to life? Is there any direction for living life with any real meaning
and purpose?

These questions, and many others like them, are asked by every
human being somewhere along the way: everyone searches for meaning,
purpose, and direction.

The knowledge and understanding of The Eternal Purpose and Plan of
God reveals the timeless answers to these ageless questions. Are you think-
ing, “Oh no, not another book about religion and theology™? I would like for
you to think about this book as an opportunity to read and learn about life;
its meaning, its purpose, and your reason for living—why you are here,
where you are going, and what to do with your life in order to experience the
greatest joy and satisfaction of your being...no matter what.

My desire and prayer is that the user of this volume will come to
know Him who said, “I come that you may have life, and have it to the full.”
And through knowing Him, you will have the fullness of life that He gives:
Life that is timeless and ageless. Life that is meaningful
and purposeful. Life that is absolute because it is con-
nected to the Creator of us all and is determined by His
own purpose and plan.

Come to know that life.
Receive it for your very own.
Enjoy it.
Forever.

Larry Deason
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The book that you are holding in your hands is a major revision of
The Eternal Purpose and Plan of God, written some years ago by Larry
Deason.

The Lord richly blessed those who studied the earlier work. I taught
sections of it while an instructor at the Northeast School of Biblical Studies,
and later adapted individual lessons for Bible classes and sermons.

We still do not have many study guides designed to take the student
through the Bible from beginning to end, to aid him in his understanding of
the eternal purpose of God in Jesus the Christ.

The earlier edition filled a great need, but now it has been greatly
revised and redesigned to make the study even more profitable. Any
individual Bible student would benefit greatly from studying this book, but
it should also be noted that the new thirteen-week format would make it an
appropriate study for use in Bible study groups and church Bible classes.
Regardless of the way the book is studied, the results will be the same:
growth in understanding of God's eternal purpose in Christ.

Each outline is prefaced by an essay, serving as an excel-
lent introduction to the subject matter. It has occured to
me that the essays would provide the preacher with appro-
priate sermon material while the Bible classes study the
book.

This study guide will open up for the student the meaning of
redemption in Christ. It should be noted that the language of redemption
used by the New Testament writers is found throughout the Old Testament,
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but especially in Genesis. In fact, if we were to make a list of all the words
and themes in the New Testament that do not have their origin in the Old
Testament, the list would be a very short one. It is difficult to imagine how
anyone can understand the New Testament without a grasp of the studies
that are found in this book.

I'would commend this study book to individuals and to study groups:

— the format is attractive
— the essays are clear introductions to the study
— the study material is clearly outlined

In short, I am aware of no better study guide currently available on
this subject. Be prepared to be delighted with the study. You are sure to
“grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Horace Smith

Storrs, CT
January 10, 1989
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REDEMPTION:
THE CENTRAL THEME
OF THE BIBLE




The course of human history
has never been left to chance,
to mindless evolution,
or to the presumptuous power
of humanistic technology
or philosophy—

its outcome was predetermined
hefore the beginning of time
hiy the One, True, Living
and Eternal God,
the Creator of our
being.




REDEMPTION:

THE CENTRAL THEME

OF THE BIBLE

Although the Bible was
written by men, it has
always been the belief of
the people of God that
God Himself is the ultimate Author
of this most remarkable book. This
belief in both the human and di-
vine natures of Scripture is based
on the Bible’s testimony concern-
ing itself:

And we have the word of the proph-
ets made more certain, and you will
do well to pay attention toit, as toa
light shining tn a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning
star arises in your hearts. Above
all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about
by the prophet’s own interpretation.
For prophecy never had its origin in
the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:19-21).

The apostle Peter affirms two
important points. First, he says that
the testimony of the Old Testament
prophets and that of apostles of
Christ, such as himself, stand to-
gether in theological unity. There is
continuity between the Old and New
Testaments, even though Christ has
removed the Old Covenant as a
means of relationship with God.
Second, he emphasizes that Scrip-
ture is every bit as much the Word
of God as it is the words of men, for
it does not originate in human
minds, but in the mind of God.

Human prophets are the ve-
hicles of supernatural revelation,
but it is the divine origin of the
Scriptures that guarantees their
value and trustworthiness. Nor was
this high view of Scripture a view
peculiar to Peter; Paul is at least as




THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

~

emphatic as Peter in declaring the
unity and divine authority of Old
and New Testament teaching. Fur-
thermore, both apostles agree that
the central message of both Old
and New Testaments is redemption
in Christ— a message that is whis-
pered in the Old Testament'’s types,
prophecies, history, and themes, but
is shouted from the rooftops in the
apostles’ gospel proclamation:

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus,
called to be an apostle and set apart
Jor the gospel of God— the gospel he
promised beforehand through his
prophets in the Holy Scriptures...
(Rom. 1:1-2; compare Rom. 16:25-
27; Eph. 3:2-5; 2 Tim. 3:14-17).

Concerning this salvation, the proph-
ets, who spoke of the grace that
was to come to you, searched in-
tently and with the greatest care,
trying to find out the time and circum-
stances to which the Spirit of Christ
in them was pointing when he pre-
dicted the sufferings of Christ and
the glories that would follow. It was
revealed to them that they were not
serving themselves but you, when

they spoke of the things that have
now been told you by those who
have preached the gospel to you by
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven...
(1 Peter 1:10-12).

The Bible is not a book
handed directly down out of heaven
to a single man, as is claimed by
Islam concerning the Koran, and
by Mormons concerning their reve-
lations. Neither is the Bible a hodge-
podge collection of isolated, unre-
lated literatures, artificially pack-
aged together to market a contrived
religion. The glory of the Bible is
that it is a unified book produced
out of the mind of God, working
with and through men of widely
divergent times and backgrounds.
It bears the marks of authentic
humanity, reflecting diverse person-
alities and historical development.

Yet, it is unmistakably su-
pernatural, being without error in
all its intended teachings and af-
firmations. Its entire range of lit-
eratures and assortment of styles
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speak with one voice, testifying to
the human race concerning truths
that we must understand, and yet
cannot discover unless God should
reveal them.

For example, what is man-
kind? Who am I, as a human being?
What is the meaning and purpose
of life? Why do I have within myself
the capacity to rise to almost su-
pernatural levels of virtue and joy,
and yet also the tendency to de-
scend to nearly demonic depths of
cruelty and evil? And where is his-
tory going? Does it, or anything
within it, have any point at all—or
is it, as someone has said, merely a
tale told by an idiot, full of sound
and fury, but signifying nothing?
Does my life have any real pur-
pose—or must I “write my own
script” and hope it is sufficiently
meaningful? And where does the
Man Jesus of Nazareth fit into all of
this? Was He really just a misguided
megalomaniac, as Jesus Christ,
Superstar, The Passover Plot, and

more recently The Last Temptation
of Christ present Him— or is He the
promised Messiah of Israel and risen
Redeemer of the whole human race?

The Bible answers these
questions in a way no serious seeker
of truth can honestly ignore. The
creation of man in the image of
God, the temptation and Fall of
mankind in Eden, the curse of sin
and death, and the provision of
redemption in Jesus Christ and His
church are not offered as abstract
doctrines to be debated, but as re-
vealed answers to our deepest and
most desperate human needs.

God is sovereign: He knows
the end from before the beginning.
That would be small comfort if God
were not also love: He is not uncon-
cerned about our miserable plight. *
In the following pages, we will ex-
amine in detail the eternally pur-
posed redemption of the human race
in Jesus Christ, the only begotten
Son of God. We will see, close up,
“God’s secret wisdom”™—
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...a wisdom that has been hidden
and that God destined for our glory
before time began. None of the rulers
of this age understood it, for if they
had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of Glory. Howeuver, as it is
written: “No eye has seen, no ear
has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those
who love him”... (1 Cor. 2:7-9).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The Bible’s theme, from beginning to
end, is redemption.

B. The eternal purpose and plan of God, as
revealed in the Bible, is the redemption
of sinful mankind.

C. The entire course of human history
follows a pattern which God has set:
we come from God and we go to God.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For
he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us
with all wisdom and understanding. And he
made known to us the mystery of his will accord-
ing to his good pleasure, which he purposed in

Notes:




10 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

~\

Notes:

III.

Christ, to be put into effect when the times will
have reached their fulfillment— to bring all things
in heaven and on earth together under one head,
even Christ. In him we were also chosen, having
been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the
purpose of his will, in order that we, who were
the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise
of his glory. And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. Having belileved, you were
marked tn him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheri-
tance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession— to the praise of his glory

(Eph. 1:3-14).

STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We shall show that redemption, the
central theme of the Bible, is the un-
folding of God’s eternal purpose and
plan.

B. We shall see that God’s plan is con-
cerned with saving sinful, fallen, lost
mankind through Jesus Christ, the only
true Savior of the world.
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IV. OUTLINE

A. “Redemption” is the outworking of God’s
plan throughout the course of human
history.

1. The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is the
historical, factual, redemptive act of
God to provide salvation from sin for
all mankind.

2. Therefore, man actually and histori-
cally fell away from God and stands
in need of redemption (see Rom.
3:10-11; 3:23; 5:12-21; 1 Cor.
15:22).

a. The Book of Genesis records that
actual fall (read Gen. 3:1ff).

b. The rest of the Bible record is
God’s revelation of the outworking
of His plan of redemption within
the framework of human history
(see Ps. 78:1ff; Acts 7:1-60; Rom.
8:29-30; Eph. 1:1-3, 21).

Notes:
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Notes:

B. “Redemption” is the concern of God’s
plan in both Old and New Testaments.

1. The Old Testament presents
a. Man’s sinless origin and beginning

b. Man’s sinful fall and separation
from God

¢. Man’s inability to save himself

d. Man’s need for a sufficient Re-
deemer

2. The New Testament presents

a. God's provision for man’s ultimate
needs: salvation by redemption in
Christ and His church (see Paul's
Epistle to the Ephesians)

b. The Lord Jesus Christ, declared
and proven to be the only begotten
Son of God, as mankind’s only
sufficient Savior (read John 1:1-18;
14:6; Acts 4:12; Rom. 1:1-4)
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3. The Old and New Covenants are
inseparably linked in the historical
unfolding of God'’s plan.

a. The central theme throughout the
unity of the whole Bible maintains
that redemption is an absolute
necessity for lost humanity.

b. Therefore, the plan of God as
revealed in biblical history is reli-
gious in nature: God is reconciling
sinful mankind back to Himself.

V. CONCLUSION

A. God’s plan of redemption was predeter-
mined in eternity and providentially
worked out in time.

1. Redemption was predetermined
“before the foundation of the world”
(read Eph. 1-3; Col. 1:3-29).

2. Redemption was providentially and
successfully carried out unto “the
fullness of the times” (see Gal. 4:4;
Eph. 1:10; compare Rom. 15:4).

Notes:
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Notes:

B. The entire course of events in human
history follows a pattern set by Almighty
God: He rules in the affairs of men (see
Dan. 2:21; Col. 1:16; Rev. 17:14).

1. The question, “What does the future
hold?” is answered by Him who holds
the future.

2. We come from God and we go to God:
that is absolute (read Eccles. 12:7).

3. We may, through obedience of faith
in Jesus Christ and to His gospel,
return to God redeemed (read 2 Cor.
5:18-21; compare Col. 1:14)!
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THE MEANING OF
THE FALL




The fall of man
accounts for the presence
of evil and misery,

the universality of sin,
and the mystery of death
in a world once pronounced
“very good.”




THE MEANING OF
THE FALL

Except for the biblical
teaching that mankind
was uniquely created in
the image of God, there
is no concept more crucial to un-
derstanding the human race than
the fact of the Fall. Man’s nobility
and cruelty, his genius and folly,
his high hopes and dismal fail-
ures—all the ironies and para-
doxes that characterize human
history— can be understood only
in relationship to the biblical doc-
trine of the Fall. The social, politi-
cal, psychological, and ecological
problems we face in today’s world
cannot be satisfactorily under-
stood if the Bible’s answer to the
human dilemma is ignored. The
root of our entire predicament, as
individuals and as a species, is
spiritual. Any proposal to remedy
the human condition which by-
passes the fact of mankind’'s fall

from fellowship with the Creator is
mere whistling in the graveyard.
Consider mankind’s peren-
nial fascination with religion— all
sorts of religion—even in nations
where the official dogma is atheis-
tic materialism. Generation after
generation, multitudes bow them-
selves before lifeless idols; wars
and persecutions flare up; masses
groan beneath great burdens of re-
ligious guilt and legalistic require-
ments for salvation. Demon wor-
ship, Eastern mysticism, witch-
craft, and other esoteric and occult
practices are widespread. Deprav-
ity, deception, and enslavement
are the general rule in human reli-
gion. Atheism goes in and out of
style, but mankind remains in-
curably religious. Millions remain
convinced that there really is a
True Bread somewhere that can
satisfy mankind’s unrelenting
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spiritual hunger—even if they
themselves have never yet tasted
it. Does this situation not clearly
speak of Paradise lost—of a man
and a woman tainted with evil,
driven from the presence of God to
wander the earth until the prom-
ised Seed should crush the Ser-
pent's head and turn back the
flaming sword at Eden’s gate?
Sociologists tell us what we
already know: The family unit is in
serious peril; our cities have be-
come concrete jungles where the
strong prey upon the weak; racism
is always boiling and churning,
ready to violently erupt at any mo-
ment. Economists see the gap be-
tween the rich and poor as an
ever-widening chasm that cannot
be bridged by heartless capitalistic
rationalizations of greed or worth-
less socialistic promises of dignity
and equality. Political scientists
tell us to brace ourselves for a
head-on collision between East
and West that could bring down

the whole of civilization. Could it
all be related in some way to the
blame-shifting and self-justification
that spoiled the relationship of
the man and his wife immediately
following that first sin against
God? Modem theories which
locate the origin of war and other
social problems in man's evolu-
tionary development or economic
inequality fail to ring true. We
sense that the problem is within
human nature because we find it
within our individual selves:

What causes fights and quarrels
among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within
you? ( James 4:1)

The inner battle of which
James speaks is part of every per-
son's experience. It takes many
different forms, but the basic
struggle seems to be the tension
between what we believe we
should be, and what we perceive
ourselves to be in actuality.
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Underlying our social problems is
a basic psychological problem of
self-acceptance: we tend to be dis-
contented with who we are, what
we do, how much we have. And at
the root of this psychological prob-
lem is a spiritual one. It began with
a man and a woman who had ev-
erything they needed, but who
were lured by a Deceiver into
grasping what was forbidden by
their Creator. From that point on,
human beings have tried every-
thing from fig leaves to cocaine
and alcohol to cover up their sense
of guilt, insecurity, and inade-
quacy.

Besides simply accounting
for the human condition, the Fall
also offers insight into our prob-
lems. Man was created in the im-
age of God to reign as God's regent
over the rest of the created order:

Then God said, “Let us make man
in our image, in our likeness, and
let them rule over the fish of the
sea and the birds of the air, over

the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that
move along the ground. So God cre-
ated man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male
and female he created them. God
blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in num-
ber; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and
the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the
ground” (Gen. 1:26-28).

Man’s moral rebellion against
God consisted in the First Pair’s
free choice to heed the Serpent's
counsel. They would no longer
trust God as their Source of life
and Standard of morality. Instead,
they would seize for themselves
the place of God; they would be
their own standard of right and
wrong. By placing themselves in
the position of God, Adam and Eve
brought disruption and decay into
the entire created order which God
had placed under their steward-
ship:
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To Adam he [God] said, “Because
you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree about which I com-
manded you, ‘You must not eat of
it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; through painful toil you will
eat of it all the days of your life. It
will produce thorns and thistles for
you, and you will eat the plants of
the field. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until
you return to the ground, since
Jrom it you were taken; for dust
you are and to dust you will re-
tumn” ( Gen. 3:17-19).

authority over himself and his en-
vironment, ecological imbalances
and environmental problems are
inevitable. God has authorized use
and exploration, not abuse and ex-
ploitation, of the earth.

Far from being an irrelevant,
archaic religious dogma, the bibli-
cal teaching concerning the his-
torical Fall is an indispensable in-
sight into the human dilemma and
its remedy:

For the creation was subjected to

Man’s ecological crisis is a
testimony to his rebellion against
the Creator. Nature, once coopera-
tive with man and harmonious
within itself, now challenges man’s

frustration, not by its own choice,
but by the will of the one who sub-
Jected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into
the glorious _freedom of the children

authority. Even man’s own natural
body, taken from the elements of
the earth, would die and return to
dust. Humanity’s God-given man-
date to tame and control the natu-
ral environment is still in place;
applied science and technology are
legitimate human endeavors. But
when man presumes autonomous

of God (Rom. 8:20-21).
/




THE MEANING OF THE FALL

I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.: Notes:

A. The Fall of man is an historical event
which happened just as the Bible
records it.

B. The Fall was a selfish action which
ended in man’s rejection of God.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the
wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you
must not touch it, or you will die.”” “You will not
surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they realized they were naked... (Gen.
3:1-7).




22 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

Notes:

III. STATEMENT OF AIM
A. We will examine the narrative of the Fall
from an historical perspective (read
carefully Gen. 3:1-24).
B. We will note what the Fall was, and
what it was not (see Matt. 19:1-12;
Luke 3:38; Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-
22: 2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:11-15).
IV. OUTLINE
A. The Fall was not
1. A subjective “feeling”
2. An expressive “allegory or a figure”

3. An evolutionary “slip in an upward
involvement”

4. An inevitable “circumstance of
heredity or environment”

B. The Fall was
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1. A selfishness enacted against God
(see Gen. 3:1-8)

2. A sequence ending in rejection .of God
(read 1 John 2:15-17; compare
James 1:12-15)

a. Eve’s lingering conversation with
the Serpent started the process
(Gen. 3:1-3).

b. Eve listened to the Deceiver
(Gen. 3:2-3).

c. Eve loosened her hold on God
(Gen. 3:3).

d. Eve looked at the forbidden fruit
(Gen. 3:6).

e. Eve longed for the forbidden fruit
(Gen. 3:6).

f. Eve lured Adam to partake of it
(Gen. 3:6).

3. A sinful violation ending in
separation from God

Notes:
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a. The will of God was resisted.
b. The Word of God was rejected.
c. The way of God was refused.

V. CONCLUSION

A. The historical Fall of man had certain
implications (read 1 John 3:4; compare
Rom. 5:14).

1. A standard is implied, for there can
be no Fall without a criterion for life
(read Rom. 3:23).

2. A law is implied, for there could
not have been a Fall without an
ordinance of restraint (read Rom.
5:13; 7:7-11).

3. A regulation is implied, for no Fall
could take place without a model of
conduct (read 1 Cor. 15:56).

B. Man’s fall was brought about by his
own deliberate, selfish act!
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SATAN IS REAL
TODAY




Satan appeals to
selfish pride and ambition
to decry God'’s justice,
to distrust God's truth,
to doubt God’s mercy,

to deny God's righteousness,
and to dishonor
God's love.




SATAN IS REAL
TODAY

The Enlightenment of
the eighteenth cen-
tury eventually brought
about a sense of hu-
man self-sufficiency that excluded
any understanding of reality be-
yond the physical. Human reason,
using the scientific method, pro-
fessed the ability to discover all
knowledge and answer all myster-
ies. Divine revelation was unnec-
essary. Resorting to metaphysical
explanations was “unscientific”—
the modern equivalent of “blasphe-
mous.”

M. Scott Peck, M.D., has
written a book provocatively en-
titted The People of the Lie. This
title suggests some profound ques-
tions: Is there really such a thing
as “truth®? What is the origin of
deception? What is the ultimate
truth (and the ultimate lie)? The
Bible professes to answer these

questions— perhaps not in terms
that modern men and women will
feel comfortable with, but in a way
that speaks clearly and powerfully
to our real situation.

Most of us at times sense
that the roots of evil must lie
deeper than mere human factors
can satisfactorily explain. The in-
tricate, well-oiled machinery of
maliciousness that systematically
devours human lives and thrives
on human misery must originate
in depths beyond simple human
egoism and moral depravity. When
we consider the devastating effects
of human self-centeredness in our
world, we are confronted with the
possibility that we are seeing only
the dim reflection of a super-
personal source of raw evil—just
as, when the creative power of love
is demonstrated, we sense that
human actions and attitudes are
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but transmitters of a higher Love
that comes from above and beyond
the human race.

Much human folklore and
traditional mythology centers on
the theme of an evil spell or en-
chantment that holds a certain
person or kingdom in its grip—an
enchantment of forgetfulness that
causes its victims to lose all re-
membrance of who they really are,
where they really came from, and
why they were born. The spell is
broken by a kiss from a prince, the
completion of a quest, or the kill-
ing of a dragon. There is almost
always a core of truth in these
primitive legends. The Bible re-
veals that our world is under an
exceedingly powerful enchant-
ment: a spell of fear and deception
cast by unseen, yet real, spiritual
forces of wickedness in order to
prevent man from recognizing and
responding to his Creator:

And even if our gospel is veiled,
it is veiled to those who are

perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers,
so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God (2 Cor.
4:3-4).

Since the children have flesh and
blood, he too shared in thetr hu-
manity so that by his death he
might destroy him who holds the
power of death— that is, the devil—
and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by their fear
of death (Heb. 2:14-15).

We know that we are children of
God, and that the whole world is
under the control of the evil one
(1 John 5:19).

The great dragon was hurled
down—that ancient serpent called
the devil or Satan, who leads the
whole world astray... (Rev. 12:9).

The Father of Lies leads the
world astray by exporting to man-
kind the same “wisdom” that has
bound him and his minions in
chains of eternal destruction away
from the presence of the Lord: the
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philosophy of autonomous, self-
centered “freedom.” The whole
unbelieving world continues to be-
lieve “the big lie”: You can be your
own lord, your own god; the way to
liberty is by answering to nobody
but yourself. But God has revealed
in the Bible that mankind has
been created in a subservient posi-
tion in the wuniverse. We may
choose to be Satan's pawns or
God’s sons and daughters, but we
will serve ends beyond our own
selfish concerns.

Don’t be further deceived by
ridiculous caricatures of cute little
horned imps wearing red tights
and carrying pitchforks: such in-
fantile visualizations are among
Satan’s most effective propaganda
techniques. You and I have a real
enemy whose chief objective is to
eternally seal our separation from
our loving Creator. When the
stakes are high enough and the
warfare gets hot enough, he
will forget his “public relations”

tactics, throw off his cartoon
character disguise, and go right for
our throats! He is as cold and cal-
culating as a venomous snake; he
has a network of evil that would
make a syndicated crime organiza-
tion look like a bunch of harmless
pranksters by comparison! Apart
from Jesus Christ, we would have
every reason to anticipate an ut-
terly hopeless future of meaning-
less misery, hatred, slavery, and
death. We literally wouldn't have a
prayer, were it not for Jesus of
Nazareth, through whom we cry
out to God, “Abba, Father!”

As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live when you followed
the ways of this world, and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also
lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful
nature and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature objects of wrath.
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But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgres-
sions— it is by grace you have been
saved (Eph. 2:1-5; compare Col

2:13-15; Titus 3:3-7; 1 John 4:4).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Satan’s aim is to estrange man from his
divine Maker (see Gen. 3:15; compare
Matt. 12:26; Rev. 12:7ff).

B. We must not be ignorant of Satan'’s
devices: that is, his strategy and tricks
(see 2 Cor. 2:11; 11:3, 14-15; Eph.
6:11; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 John 5:19; compare
Matt. 4:10; Luke 22:31; Rev. 12:9).

C. Satan was active in the Fall and is just
as active in human affairs today
(see John 8:44; compare 1 Tim. 1:20;
4:1; 2 Tim. 2:24-26).

II. PREPARATORY READING

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the deuil,
because the devil has been sinning from the begin-
ning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to
destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God
will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in
him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been
born of God. This is how we know who the children
of God are and who the children of the deuvil are:

Notes:




32 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

N

Notes: Anyone who does not do what is Tight is not a child of
God; neither is anyone who does not love his brother.
This is the message you heard from the beginning:

We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him? Because his own
actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous

(1 John 3:7-12).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will display Satan'’s objective as it
relates to man and his redemption.

B. We will declare the Devil’'s methods

and procedure for accomplishing his
destructive aim.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Satan’s mission: to estrange man from
his Creator by

1. Getting control of man’s heart/mind
(read Matt. 3:19; Mark 4:15; Luke
8:12)

2. Getting between man'’s spirit and his
God
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3. Gaining the place of the Most High

4. Gaining man’s trust. and confidence
for himself and away from God (read
Luke 22:31)

5. Gaining absolute mastery over those
created in the image of God (read
Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:7-10)

B. Satan’s method: to substitute his own
lies in the place of God’s truth.

1. Satan is a liar (read John 8:44).
2. Satan seeks to falsify truth (read
Gen. 3:1ff and compare Rev.

12:9-10).

C. Satan’s modus operandi: to introduce
doubt into the mind (read Gen. 3:1-5).

1. He throws doubt on truth and sows
distrust toward God (v. 1).

a. He challenges God’s integrity.

Notes:




34

THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Fall

~\

Notes:

b. He suggests that God did not
mean what He has said (see Gen.
2:16-17).

2. He selfishly substitutes his own word
for God’s (v. 4) (compare Matt. 13:24-
29, 36-43; 2 Thess. 2:9-12).

3. He casts subtle reflections upon the
goodness and perfections of God

(v. 5).

a. He deceitfully suggests that God is
withholding from man something
needful and beneficial (see 1 Tim.
2:14).

b. He dangles the bait (see 2 Tim.
2:24-26).

D. Satan’s missiles: he aims his attacks
toward the whole person (read Gen. 3:6;
also see Eph. 6:16 and compare Matt.
4:1-11; 2 Cor. 2:11; 1 Thess. 5:23;

1 John 2:15-17).

1. He fires missiles to the physical
senses (v. 6).
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2. He fires missiles to desires and
emotions (v. 6).

3. He fires missiles to the intellect (v. 6).

V. CONCLUSION

A. We need to learn from history (read
Gen. 3:1ff; compare John 8:44).

B. We need to be aware that Satan is real
(1 Peter 5:8).

C. We need not be ignorant of Satan’s
devices: his strategy and tricks (read
2 Cor. 2:11).

Notes:
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ALL SIN IS REBELLION
AGAINST GOD




The rebellion of Adam
was a selfish act
(or choice)
against God
which resulted

in Man's fall
and death
(i.c.. his separation
from his God).




ALL SIN IS REBELLION

AGAINST GOD

A child finds that popu-
larity in his new school
depends on one’s will-
ingness to use certain
forbidden four-letter words. A young
woman whose previous flaunting of
“traditional morality” has resulted
in an unwanted pregnancy must
now decide whether she will allow
her child to be born, or continue to
follow the new morality to the end
of the road. A middle-aged busi-
nessman receives an unsolicited
inside tip from certain “higher-ups”
to the effect that promotion in the
company will necessitate certain
moral and ethical compromises on
his part.

These situations, so different
from each other on the surface,
share a certain human quality that
characterizes many of our daily ex-
periences. They are moral dilem-
mas— a type of problem you and I

face every day. This is a conceptual
category absolutely foreign to any
other species on earth. A gorilla
may be taught to communicate in
sign language, but it will never re-
ally understand the meaning of the
word “ought.” Moral accountability
is reserved for that creature who
was made in the Creator’s image
and likeness: man.

Machines can travel faster
and work more efficiently than
human beings. They are better at
calculating and data processing
than we are. Theoretically, ma-
chines could wipe mankind off the
face of the earth with the simple
push of a button. But it is the finger
of man that pushes the buttons.
Man realizes that he cannot allow
his own future and that of the planet
to be determined by statistical av-
erages and tables of probability.
There is a moral dimension to life, a
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spiritual side of reality, that can be
ignored or suppressed only to our
own destruction.

Breakthroughs in biological
science and psychological theory
have shown us more of ourselves
than we really wanted to see. In the
words of secular humanist B.F.
Skinner, humanity now sees itself
as a species “beyond freedom and
dignity.” Once honored as only
slightly lower than the angels, man
is now seen as little more than a
biological machine—a naked ape.
Freud taught us that all of our
complexities were really only “com-
plexes”™: bad parental programming.
Skinner and the chemical determin-
ists confidently “debunked” the
myth of man, the free moral agent.
As a species and as individuals, we
were entirely explainable in terms
of genetic programming and envi-
ronmental conditioning. Having only
recently proclaimed the death of
God, naturalistic science went on
to announce the death of man.

It should not have been sur-
prising to anyone when people be-
gan to act on the dehumanizing
doctrines they had been hearing for
two or three generations. If man no
longer sees himself as uniquely
created in the image of God and
morally accountable to a Creator,
there is no reason why he should
go on living in accordance with
obsolete ideas like “freedom,” “dig-
nity,” “honor,” “justice,” and “truth.”
Many idealists imagined that some
vague notion of human brotherhood
might keep the social order intact
for a few generations, until some
basis of ethics could be found to
replace the authority of God. And,
as a matter of fact, for a little while
most people simply overlooked the
point that God and man were sup-
posed to be dead, and went right on
living as though the words “right”
and “wrong” still had a real mean-
ing. But when their children grew
old enough to realize that the Em-
peror of Atheism wore no ethical




-

ALL SIN IS REBELLION AGAINST GOD

clothing, it was clear that time had
run out. No ethical system, meta-
physical mysticism, or political ideal
had been found to replace God.
People began to realize that each
person was now responsible only to
himself or herself.

It began to get scary. Human
history was going nowhere, whether
we blew ourselves up or lived
healthy, prosperous lives. The en-
tire history of the universe was an
accident; how could an individual
human life— or death— have any real
meaning at all? Life or death, cru-
elty or kindness, honesty or decep-
tion, truth or lies, reality or fan-
tasy— all were equally meaningless.
There was no longer any boundary
between what could be done, and
what should be done— by an indi-
vidual, a gang, or a nation. The new
golden rule was: “Whoever has the
gold, rules.” Might makes right. Do
whatever you are smart enough and
strong énough to get away with.
And, by all means, “Have a nice
day.”

Into this nightmare world, the
biblical view of man as a unique,
free moral being brings a welcome
word of sanity and stability. But
the Bible affirms not only the won-
der of man created in the image of
God; it also affirms the horrible
disgrace of man as a moral rebel
against his loving Creator. If we
would retain human dignity, we
must acknowledge human freedom
and human guilt. The same is true
on an individual level. Much of the
unreality and meaninglessness that
pervades our lives is due to a denial
of truth at the core of our being.
Personal confession of specific sins
to God is the beginning of our jour-
ney back to humanness—and our
ultimate salvation.

Whatever Became of Sin?
asked a best-selling title written by
psychiatrist Karl Menninger. Al-
though himself not a Christian,
Menninger recognized and lamented
the loss of the biblical concept of
true moral guilt. Simply denying

41
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the existence of God and the valid-
ity of the human conscience will
not make the ugly reality of sin go
away; nor can we define sin out of
existence by calling it an evolution-
ary aberration, an unfortunate side-
effect of economic inequality, or a
mental illness. Sin can be blotted
out of existence only by the
gracious, forgiving act of the One
who is the Ultimate Victim of every
cosmic crime:

He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed
(1 Peter 2:24).

The human sin problem
began with a man, a garden of
paradise, and a free decision for
self-centeredness. Its solution
involves a Man, a garden of agony,
and a free decision for God-
centeredness. Jesus made that
decision for you and me. Will we
make it for ourselves?,
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The student may refer to Book II,
Lesson 14 of this series (God, His
Creating of All Things) in connection
with the present study.

B. Man’s original position enabled him to
stand before God in innocence and
holiness.

C. The rebellion of man and its results are
together designated as “the Fall”: Man
fell from his original relationship with
God (carefully read Gen. 2-3).

IIl. PREPARATORY READING

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through
one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to all men, because all sinned— for
before the law was given, sin was in the world.
But sin is not taken into account when there is no
law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of
Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who
did not sin by breaking a command, as did
Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. But
the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died by the trespass of the one man, how much

Notes:
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more did God's grace and the gift that came by
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow
to the many! Again, the gift of God is not like

the result of the one man'’s sin: The judgment
_followed one sin and brought condemnation, but
the gift followed many trespasses and brought
Justification. For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how
much more will those who receive God’s abun-
dant provision of grace and of the gift of right-
eousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one
trespass was condemnation for all men, so also
the result of one act of righteousness was justifi-
cation that brings life for all men. For just as
through the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also through the
obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous. The law was added so that the tres-
pass might increase. But where sin increased,
grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace might reign
through righteousness to bring eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 5:12-21).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will analyze the attitude of the first
man, noting how it contributed to his
fall.
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B. We will trace the action that resulted
from the first man'’s selfish disposition.

IV. OUTLINE

A. The factuality of man’s rebellion and fall
is substantiated (read Gen. 2-3).

1. The Fall is a fact of historical reality
(see Rom. 5:12ff: 1 Tim. 2:13-14;
1 Cor. 15:20-22; Matt. 19:4).

2. The Fall is a fact of scriptural revela-
tion (see Rom. 8:18-23).

3. The Fall is a fact of experiential rele-
vance (see Rom. 3:10, 23; 7:7-11).

B. The cause of man’s rebellious fall was
sin (read Rom. 5:12ff).

1. Sin in essence is selfishness (see
Gen. 3:1ff; compare Matt. 22:37-40;
Luke 9:23; 14:25-33; Gal. 2:20).

2. Sin in example is

Notes:
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a. A principle of opposition to God
(see Rom. 1:20-21; 2 Thess. 2:4)

b. A state of unlikeness to God (see
Matt. 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15; compare
Gen. 1:27)

c. An act of transgression of God'’s
holy law (see Matt. 5:17ff; James
2:10; compare 1 John 3:4)

C. The attitude of man the sinner was
self-centered.

1. Man removed God from His rightful
place and enthroned “Self.”

2. The result was
a. A reproach of God'’s love
b. A rejection of God'’s truth

c. A rebellion against God's
authority

d. A repugnance towards God’s
majesty
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D. The aftermath of man's sin was significant
(read Gen. 3:1fi).

1. The conscience was affected (vv. 7-8).

a. They realized their “nakedness and
shame.”

b. They no longer retained a state of
innocence.

2. The understanding was awakened (v. 8).

a. They experienced acute awareness of
God'’s holiness and their own sinful-
ness.

b. They attempted to hide from God
because their sin made them un-
comfortable in His presence.

3. The opportunity for confession was
allowed (vv. 9-13).

a. They were given fair and full oppor-
tunity to confess their crime to their
Creator.

Notes:
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Notes: b. Instead of confession (disclosure),
they offered excuses (concealment):
Adam blamed “the woman”; Eve
blamed “the serpent.”

4. The man'’s excuse furnished the basis
for his condemnation (v. 17).

5. The condemnation for sin was
administered (vv. 14-24).

V. CONCLUSION

A. Upon committing the sinful act, man
discovered wrong within himself.

B. He attempted to provide a covering for
himself which proved to be insufficient.

C. Fearing the holiness of God, man tried
to hide from his Creator.

D. He made excuses for himself rather
than confess his sinful disobedience.




THE FALL AND GOD




Note that it was
neither Adam nor Eve
who came to God,
but it was God
who sought out
the man and woman
while they were
still in their sin.




THE FALL AND GOD

The modern philosophy
called “existentialism,”
while completely wrong
in its understanding
of the cause of human misery,
is nonetheless acutely perceptive
in its observations of the human
condition. The existentialists see hu-
manity as a kind of misfit in the
universe— a fish out of water. They
see the universe as an impersonal,
irrational environment that has
somehow produced a creature that
insists on being personal and
rational. Man's sense of guilt, inse-
curity, and personal insignificance
is thus interpreted as his necessary
response to a universe that is abso-
lutely indifferent toward him: “Man’s
problem isn’t moral; it's metaphysi-
cal. He is too small to understand
his own place in the universe—
much less, God’s.” Obviously, such
a diagnosis, while keenly aware of

the seriousness of the patient'’s ill-
ness, leaves him no basis of hope
for recovery.

The unbelieving world has
never offered a really respectable
understanding of the human pre-
dicament. Pagan cultures, having
refused to retain the knowledge of
God that came to them from pri-
meval divine revelations, in self-
willed ignorance descended into de-
monic darkness. They hoped to ap-
pease hostile demigods by means of
superstitious taboos and hideous
ritual sacrifices. Elaborate systems
of human wisdom and virtuous
works were pieced together, some
of them retaining more elements of
the ancient light than others. These
became known as the great world
religions. All of them recognize the
obvious: man has a problem. But
these human religious systems all
propose to solve that problem from
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man'’s side: Do enough good works,
accumulate sufficient positive
karma, master enough of the an-
cient hidden knowledge, and man
can thus save himself.

The Bible claims to be a reve-
lation from God, providing the nec-
essary answers so that man can
properly understand himself, his
problem, and his place in the uni-
verse. The Bible also claims to pre-
sent a solution to the human di-
lemma that originates with God, not
man. To the existentialists, the Bible
replies that man’s problem does not
originate in his size, but in his sin.
It is not that man is finite, but that
he has deliberately become a fool:

For although they knew God, they
neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking be-
came futile and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Although they
claimed to be wise, they became
Jfools and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to
look like mortal man and birds and
animals and reptiles.... Furthermore,

since they did not think it worth-
while to retain the knowledge of
God, he gave them over to a de-
praved mind, to do what ought not
to be done (Rom. 1:21-23, 28).

The God of the Bible is not an
indifferent cosmic force nor a hos-
tile heathen deity. He combines
within Himself both omnipotence
and absolute holiness: almighty
power and infinite virtue. This is
the God who created man with a
personal nature corresponding to
His own, that man might enjoy a
personal, intimate relationship with
his Creator. Man’s choice to reject
that relationship is the true expla-
nation of his problem. He is trying
to cover his nakedness; he is hiding
from his God. He feels shame and
insecurity because he has left his
proper place. He tries to hide among
the animals and machines, refus-
ing to admit that his sense of per-
sonal insignificance is not due to
his nature, but because he has re-
jected the God whose image he bears
within himself.
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When I was a little boy, we
played a game called “Hide And
Seek.” Whoever was chosen to be
“it” had to cover his eyes and count
while the other children would hide.
When the counting finished the
seeker would search to find each
player. At the end of the game, if
any hiders were still concealed, the
seeker would call out, “One! Two!
Three! Free!” This was the signal
that everyone could come out of
hiding without losing the game,
because the game was over.

When God announced in
Eden that a Seed of woman would
come to “crush the head” of the
Serpent (i.e., destroy his power of
sin and death), the game was over.
Adam and Eve had been hiding
behind fig leaves and bushes while
the God of all power and holiness
had been calling them: “Where are
you?” It is, of course, futile to flee
from the presence of God, but we
shouldn't be too tough on Adam
and Eve. Haven't we all spent a

good deal of our lives hiding in the
shadows of fear and guilt, covering
ourselves with rationalizations and
excuses, delaying the inevitable con-
frontation with reality and truth—
Ultimate Reality and Truth? But the
game is over. The Good News of re-
demption from sin in Christ Jesus
is God’s call of “One, two, three—
free!” to each one of us personally.
We can come out of hiding without
fear of “losing the game.” We can
get “out free” because an infinite
price has been paid— not by man,
but by God.

God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God
(2 Cor. 5:21).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Not only were Adam, Eve, and Satan
involved in transgression, but God also
was affected by the temptation and fall
of mankind (read Gen. 3:1-24).

B. The concern and action of God in rela-
tion to this great catastrophe is vitally
linked with His eternal purpose of re-
demption.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-
controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be
glven you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As obe-
dient children, do not conform to the evil desires
you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as
he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you
do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Since you call on a Father who judges each
man’s work tmpartially, live your lives as strang-
ers here in reverent fear. For you know that it
was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way
of life handed down to you from your forefathers,
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect. He was chosen before
the creation of the world, but was revealed in




-

THE FALL AND GOD

55

these last times for your sake. Through him you
believe in God, who raised him from the dead
and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are
in God (1 Peter 1:13-21).

IIl. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will consider God’s active concern
for fallen mankind.

B. We will consider God’s attitude toward
sin.

IV. OUTLINE

A. God seeks fallen man: “Where are you?”
(read Gen. 3:9).

1. Here is God's call of justice: The Holy
One cannot overlook sin.

2. Here is God's call of mercy: God is
concerned about the state of the
sinner.

3. Here is God’s call of love: God com-
passionately takes the initiative in

Notes:
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Notes:

offering redemption to His “enemies”
(see Rom. 3:9-11; 5:6-8; compare
James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).

B. God immediately promises redemption
(read Gen. 3:15).

1. Immediately, before acting in judg-
ment, He displayed mercy.

2. Immediately, before expelling them
from the garden, He declared a prom:
ise and a hope for mankind.

C. God promises redemption through the
“seed” (offspring) of woman (see Gen.
3:15).

1. By woman came sin; by woman the
Savior would come into the world
(see 1 Tim. 2:14; Gal. 4:4; compare
Matt. 1:1ff).

2. By woman came the curse; by
woman would come the Curse
Remover (see Gal. 3:13-14; compare
1 Tim. 2:15).
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3. By woman came the loss of Paradise
(i.e., the Garden of Eden); by woman
would come the means of restoration
to Paradise (see Luke 23:43; compare
Rev. 22:1-5).

D. God provides (in type) a substitutionary
sacrifice for sin (read Gen. 3:21).

1. Recall the death penalty connected
with disobedience (see Gen. 2:17).

2. The pardoning provision is accom-
plished by blood— not leaves (see
Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:22).

a. Innocent animals (represented by
the coverings of skins) became a
substitute for the guilty— dying in
their stead.

b. Mercy desired to spare the offend-
ers; justice demanded punishment
for sin; love provided the way (note
Heb. 9:11ff; compare Rom. 3:21-
26; 1 Peter 1:17-21).

Notes:
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3. The propitiatory provision was made
by God Himself (see 2 Cor. 5:21;
compare Luke 15:22ff; Isa. 61:10).

a. God furnished skins.
b. God made the covering.
c. God clothed Adam and Eve.

E. God removes the man and woman from
the garden (read Gen. 3:24).

1. God and man went separate ways.

a. The original fellowship between
God and the man was severed.

b. Sin always causes division (note
Isa. 59:1-2).

2. Without a means of forgiveness, man
is “separated from the life of God”
(see Eph. 4:18; Luke 15:32; compare
Eph. 2:1-3; 1 Tim. 5:6).
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V. CONCLUSION

A. God is wholly righteous and just— and
punishes sin.

B. God is entirely merciful and loving—
and provides a “covering” for sin.

C. God is totally concerned with man’s
deliverance from sin— and proves His
love by providing salvation.

D. God completely solves the human sin
problem by His eternal purpose of
redemption in His Son— the Savior of
the world.

Notes:
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THE FALL AND THE LAW
OF SIN AND DEATH




Eternal life
is the consequence
of redemption

—a sharing in the life
of God Himself!




THE FALL AND THE LAW

OF SIN AND DEATH

To be human is to be
in need. We are goal-
oriented beings, moti-
vated to satisfy our
appetites— however ambiguous or
indefinite they might be. We feel
physical hunger, and are glad that
there exists a commodity called
“food.” We become tired, and are
gratified (whether we consciously
acknowledge it or not) that there is
such a thing as “sleep.” But buried
within our human nature, deeper
inside some of us than others, we
sense a gnawing need that no
earthly commodity or physical func-
tion seems adequate to fulfill.
Sometimes, that hunger at-
tacks us with such intensity that
we feel frightened. Or it may strike
us in such a way as to arouse our
anger. It drives us on, day after
day, like desert vagabonds who dare
not succumb to weariness lest they

die of thirst while they sleep. We
have seen those who yield to their
weariness. Something has died in-
side them: their very humanity.
Sigmund Freud, the father of
modern psychotherapy, provided a
theory of human nature which is
still popularly accepted. He began
with the presupposition that man
is entirely a biological animal, ran-
domly brought forth by the irra-
tional, impersonal processes of
naturalistic evolution. Man is self-
centered, said Freud, because of
his animalistic instinct for survival
and need-gratification. Thus, Freud
saw self-centeredness as the nor-
mal condition of man, implicit in
his very nature as man. For Freud,
human selfishness was just another
manifestation of the law of the
jungle, having no greater moral
implications than are involved in
dogs fighting over a bone or bucks
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locking horns over a doe. Morality
is an irrelevant illusion, a tribal
taboo, a superstitious bugaboo.

Next, Freud proceeded to il-
luminate the “true” motivating forces
behind all human moral pretenses:
“the drive toward sensual pleasure
(eros) and the drive toward power
and destruction (thanatos).”* All
human behavior could be explained
by the instinctive, animalistic drive
toward pleasure and power—.
ultimately, in the forms of sex and
death. According to Freud, the frus-
tration of these needs results in
neuroses and antisocial behavior.
The solution he proposed was a
frank acceptance of our self-
centered nature, an unmasking of
subconscious selfish desire, and the
pursuit of selfish gratification in
socially acceptable ways.

Freud’'s analysis of the hu-
man condition contains some valu-
able insights. Man is self-centered.
We do seek satisfaction of deep,
hidden needs. There is much about

ourselves that lies hidden beneath
conscious recognition. But we must
be suspicious of any view of man
that omits or negates the factor
of morality, a basic experience in
everyone's daily reality. Freud's
amoral approach looks like another
fig leaf: another attempt to cover up
man’s sense of inadequacy and guilt
without ever coming out of the
bushes to face God.

According to the Bible, man
is self-serving because of the Fall
and its results— not because of his
inherent nature. Our true needs
are not power and pleasure; these
are but poor secular substitutes for
significance and security. Our first
parents, created in total innocence
and perfection, enjoyed an immedi-
ate sense of the presence of God.
From their relationship with God,
Adam and Eve derived complete
fulfillment of their personal human
needs: meaning and purpose; se-
curity and stability. Their moral
separation from God brought into
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the human condition that sense of
emptiness and need which each of
us experiences as we reach an age
of moral accountability. Invariably,
we seek to fill that emptiness in
self-centered, worldly, and sinful
ways. As we grow to an age of know-
ing to choose good and refuse evil,
we experience spiritual hunger for
what God alone can give, but find
ourselves surrounded by forbidden
fruit on every side. Thus, each one
of us repeats the Fall in personal
experience, and the reign of sin and
death claims us, one by one:

For I would not have known what it
was to covet if the law had not said,
“Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the com-
mandment, produced in me every
kind of covetous desire. For apart
Jrom law, sin is dead. Once I was
alive apart from law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to
life and I died.... For sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the com-
mandment, deceived me, and
through the commandment put me
to death (Rom. 7:7-9, 11).

Our physical mortality, inher-
ited from the Fall, urges us to grab
for all this world’s gusto now, while
we have the chance (1 Cor. 15:32).
But through this desperate, self-
assertive pursuit of “life,” we sin
and thus incur spiritual death. That
is how the Devil makes us slaves of
sin through our fear of death (Heb.
2:14-15).

Only by restoring man’s origi-
nal relationship with God can the
cycle of sin and death be broken.
Only by filling our spiritual void
with a sharing in God’s own life can
we be made whole again. However
wretched we may be apart from God,
we can give joyous thanks to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord:

...because through Christ Jesus the
law of the Spirit of life set me free
from the law of sin-and death. For
what the law was powerless to do
in that it was weakened by the sin-
Jul nature, God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful
man, in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be

65
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Jully met in us, who do not live ac-
cording to the sinful nature, but
according to the Spirit (Rom. 8:2-4).

'Lawrence J. Crabb, Jr., Basic Principles
of Biblical Counseling (Grand Rapids, MI:
The Zondervan Corporation, 1975), p. 27.
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. By Adam’s one act of transgression sin
made its entrance into the world (read
Gen. 3:17ff; compare Rom. 5:12ff).

1. The man caused the ground to be
cursed.

2. The man would eat bread in sorrow.

3. The man would have to contend with
thorns and thistles.

4. The man would continue his exis-
tence by sweat (hard toil).

5. The man’s body would return to dust.

6. The man is barred from the Tree of
Life by a sword.

7. The man died “that day”; he was
immediately separated from God
because of disobedience (penalty
of death for sin).

Notes:
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B. Through Adam and Eve entered a law
(principle) that is effective still: the law
of sin and death (read Rom. 5:12; com-
pare Rom. 8:1-3).

II. PREPARATORY READING

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Cer-
tainly not! Indeed I would not have known what
sin was except through the law. For I would not
have known what it was to covet if the law had
not said, “Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the commandment,

produced in me every kind of covetous destre. For

apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive
apart from law; but when the commandment
came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that
the very commandment that was intended to
bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing
the opportunity afforded by the commandment,
deceived me, and through the commandment put
me to death. So then the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy, righteous and good. Did
that which is good, then, become death to me? By
no means! But in order that sin might be recog-
nized as sin, it produced death in me through
what was good, so that through the command-
ment sin might become utterly sinful. We know
that the law is spiritual; but I am unsptritual, sold
as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate
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I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree
that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know
that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good,
but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the
good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to
do— this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin
living in me that does it. So I find this law at
work: When I want to do good, evil is right there
with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s
law; but I see another law at work in the mem-
bers of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within my members. What a wretched
man I am! Who will rescue me _from this body of
death? Thanks be to God— through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave
to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to
the law of sin (Rom. 7:7-25).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will define and describe the law of
sin and death.

B. We will demonstrate that freedom from
this law (and its effect) is realized in
Christ Jesus.

Notes:
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Notes:

IV. OUTLINE
A. This law is stated simply.

1. “The soul who sins is the one who
will die” (Ezek. 18:20).

2. “...for when you eat of it you will
surely die” (Gen. 2:17; compare
3:24).

a. Adam did not die physically on the
“day” he ate the forbidden fruit.

b. Adam died spiritually on that same
“day.”

B. The law of sin and death has many
serious implications.

1. Spiritual death is defined as “the
separation of man from God”— the
divine Source of Life (W.E. Vine, Ex-

pository Dictionary of New Testament
Words, Vol. 1, p. 276).
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a. Death is separation from God:
Because of sin, God will not do
what He could do (see Isa. 59:1-2).

b. Death is separation from eternal
life: severance from the life of God
(see Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-20; compare
John 3:16; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3, 5,
24; 1 John 1:1-4; 5:13; 2 Tim.
1:10).

c. Death is separation from fellowship
with God: ceasing to participate in
the life of God (see 1 John 1:5-10;
compare John 17:3; Rom. 7:7-11;
Heb. 6:4-6; 1 John 5:16-17; con-
trast Eph. 5:11).

. The law of sin and death is defused
by a higher law.

a. The “law of the spirit of life” in
Christ Jesus frees one from the
“law of sin and death” (see Rom.
8:1-3).

Notes:
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b. The “law of Moses” was neither
humanly able nor divinely in-
tended to free anyone from sin
and death (see Lev. 18:5; compare
Rom. 3:19-21; 5:20-21; 7:10, 14,
22-24; Gal. 2:16-21; 3:12ff; Heb.
7:18-19; 8:7-9:17).

V. CONCLUSION
A. In summary, death
1. Is separation from God
2. Is severance from eternal life

3. Is alienation from fellowship with
God

4. Entered into the world through sin
5. Came to all men— for all sinned
B. We conclude that

1. The law (or principle) of sin and
death is operative in the world
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2. Sin and death are destructive
enemies of mankind

3. All are bound captive by the law of
sin and death until Jesus Christ sets
them free by the power of the gospel
(read carefully John 8:21, 24; Rom.
7:24-8:4; compare Rom. 1:16-17;

1 Cor. 15:1-4)

4. The “law of the spirit of life” in Christ
Jesus frees one from “the law of sin
and death” (read carefully Rom.
8:1-3; compare John 8:34-36)

Notes:
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GOD’S PROMISE IN EDEN:
THE SEED OF SATAN

ERSUS THE SEED OF WOMAN




The seed of woman
is victorious and triumphant.
Satan’'s head is crushed
by Jesus' heel at Calvary.

He arose!
God's eternal purpose
and its historical unfolding
have not been frustrated.
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The cosmic struggle be-
tween good and evil has
fascinated the human
race since time imme-
morial. We sense that we are more
than innocent bystanders in the
conflict; yet, it is obvious that we
are not really the main contestants.

Various forms of religious
dualism have tried to explain the
conflict in terms of two equally eter-
nal principles: one good, the other
evil. But if both are equally eternal,
then either might justly claim our
moral allegiance as “God.” Cruelty
would then be as acceptable as
kindness, hatred as honorable as
love, and fraudulence as legitimate
as honesty. Nobody consistently
lives as though good and evil were
equally valid moral options.
Certain philosophers and scientists
have proposed this complete

undermining of morality, but none
of them lives consistently in accor-
dance with it. Even the most
morally depraved individuals and
cultures of the human species ac-
knowledge certain moral standards
and values, however primitive or
perverse they might be. Evil is not
the eternal, original Reality.

The moral ideals of most
human cultures have centered
around the idea that self-centered
behavior is wrong. The limits of
benevolence vary widely from cul-
ture to culture, but all seem to agree
that the absolute claims and de-
sires of “self” must be subjected to
those of one’s family, tribe, nation,
fellow man, and/or deity. Thus,
while the most ethically advanced
societies teach the brotherhood of
all mankind and promote goodwill
toward all, the “backward” tribes
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advocate love toward one’s immedi-
ate kinsmen only. The point is, none
of them admire or condone a policy
of absolute selfishness. So, at the
bottom line, the spiritual conflict is
a contest between pure love and
absolute self-centeredness.

According to the Bible, man-
kind was originally created in the
image of an all-loving God. The very
existence of the universe, of Adam
and Eve, and of the abundant pro-
visions of Paradise all speak of the
benevolent and gracious character
of God. He created freely— not out
of compulsion. He provided abun-
dantly— not meagerly. He allowed
maximum freedom and forbade only
one indulgence. One prohibition was
necessary for the moral test of man:
would he center his existence on
God, or on himself?

Enter, the Serpent. Where he
came from, we are not immediately
told. But what he embodies is clear
from the moment of his appear-
ance:

Now the serpent ‘was more crafly
than any of the wild animals the
LORD God had made [he is a crea-
ture, but not one of mere animal
intelligence]. He said to the woman,
“Did God really say, ‘You must not
eat from any tree in the garden’'?”
[he challenges the authority of the
Word of God]. The woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat from the
trees in the garden, but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the
tree that is in the middle of the gar-
den, and you must not touch it, or
you will die.”” “You will not surely
die,” the serpent said to the woman
[the Serpent is the enemy of God,
of man, and of truth]. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil”
[the Serpent embodies the moral
principle of egocentricity: unre-
strained self-centeredness, self-
assertiveness, self-reliance, and
self-determination] (Gen. 3:1-5).

Ultimately, there are only two
moral principles at work in the uni-
verse, between which each of us
must choose: love (the original and
eternal Reality) and egocentricity
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(the worship of the created self
rather than the Creator).

Because the Bible is a uni-
fied divine revelation composed of
various inspired literatures, we are
not surprised that information
which is withheld at an earlier stage
is revealed in later biblical history.
The identity of the Serpent is an
example of such progressive revela-
tion; it is not until John pens the
final book of canonical Scripture
that the Serpent is completely
unmasked. He is neither a beast of
the field, nor a man (though he has
exploited both forms to serve his
own ends). He is

...that ancient serpent called the
devil or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray (Rev. 12:9).

This spiritual entity is the
source of sin, the fount of all ego-
centricity, He invented the philoso-
phy of self-centeredness by pervert-
ing his own free will in an incident
that preceded human history (read

2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). Through use of
the serpent, Satan managed to
export this philosophy and its in-
evitable results (deception, sin, and
death) to the human race, spoiling
the entire creation under man'’s
stewardship. This is the biblical ex-
planation of why man finds, within
himself and his world, a mingling of
elements from both heaven and hell.
This is why everything that was
once pronounced “very good” with-
out any qualification can now at-
tain only to the level of a mixed
blessing. The garden of man’s na-
ture, culture, environment, and
history is now strewn with weeds
planted by an unseen enemy.

Not only did God foreknow
the entire gamut of human history,
including the Fall; He had already
formulated a plan to checkmate
Satan’s deadly strategy before the
game pieces were on the board.
Immediately after the Devil's open-
ing move, God announced to Satan
that the cosmic contest was far from
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being finished— indeed, it had barely
begun! Satan might control the
majority of mankind through the
power of deception, sin, and death,
but God would eventually bring
about victory for the human race
through a promised Deliverer (Gen.
3:15). This Savior would be born of
woman— a vindication of womanly
nature as a work of God which Sa-
tan had exploited to introduce sin
into the world. This promised Seed
of woman would redeem mankind
from sin and death by refusing the
philosophy of self-centeredness.
Rather than grasping at the forbid-
den fruit of self-worship, the Son of
God would let go His rightful divine
prerogatives and be

...bom of a woman, born under the
law, to redeem those under law,
that we might receive the full rights
of sons (Gal. 4:4-5).

Jesus’ submission to God,
even to the point of death on a
cross, was the means by which He

was perfected as a redeeming sacri-
fice for human sin. God raised from
death the human nature of Christ,
sealing the union of human and
divine natures forever in His Son.
Thus, the death of Christ was si-
multaneously the “bruising” of the
Seed of woman, and the “crushing”
of the Serpent's head. Now, any
among the children of Adam and
Eve who so desired could forsake
the way of sin and death by freely
choosing to live in union with the
risen Christ by faith. Satan’s reign
of terror over mankind is broken.

Since the children have flesh and
blood, he too shared in their hu-
manity so that by his death he might
destroy him who holds the power of
death— that is, the devil—and free
those who all their lives were held
in slavery by their fear of death
(Heb. 2:14-15). @)
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Notes:

A. At the time Adam and Eve fell, God
made a promise and a prediction.

B. He predicted that there would be a
conflict between Satan’s seed and Eve’s
seed. He promised victory for the
woman'’s seed.

C. In this lesson we shall analyze the an-
nouncement of the conflict in Genesis
3:15.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And
he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded
you not to eat_from?” The man said, “The woman
you put here with me— she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
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Notes:

III.

ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Be-
cause you have done this, cursed are you above
all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will
crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the
days of your life. And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will
greatly increase your pain tn childbearing; with
pain you will give birth to children. Your desire
will be for your husband, and he will rule over
you.” To Adam he said, “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ cursed
is the ground because of you; through painful toil
you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will
produce thomns and thistles for you, and you will
eat the plants of the fleld. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until you return to the
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you will return.” Adam named his
wife Eve because she would become the mother
of all the living. The LORD God made garments of
skin _for Adam and his wife and clothed them
(Gen. 3:8-21).

STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will give an in-depth exposition of
the announcement of the conflict (read
Gen. 3:15).
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B. We will come to clearly understand the
relationship of the announcement of
conflict with the unfolding of history.

IV. OUTLINE
A. Key terms that must be defined include
1. Enmity: “ill will, hatred, strife”

a. This implies bitter opposition:
warfare!

b. This enmity (or warfare) is between
the woman and Satan: her seed
and his seed.

2. Seed (ASV): “ancestors, posterity,
offspring”

a. There is the Serpent’s offspring.

b. There is the woman'’s offspring
(read 1 John 3:6-12).

3. Bruise (ASV): “to crush, to trample
down”

Notes:
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Notes: a. This implies “lying in wait and
watching” in order to attack and
assault: guerrilla warfare!

b. The word denotes harm and hurt:
defeat and destruction.

4. Head: “the superior position; signify-
ing the object of power, control and
authority” (see Matt. 28:18; compare
Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22)

a. Satan’s “head” (i.e., his power or
authority) was to be crushed and
destroyed.

b. Satan’s power is identified as sin
and death (read Heb. 2:14-15; 1
John 3:8; compare 1 Cor. 15:56;
Rom. 8:1-4).

c. The blow on the “head” denotes a
permanent, fatal wound.

5. Heel: “the lesser portion; that which
is instrumental in crushing the head”
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a. The original language is “his heel,”
not “its heel”— expressing the cost
of humanity’s redemption (read
Acts 3:18; Luke 24:25-27, 44-47).

b. The “heel” is to be bruised by de-
stroying the head of the Serpent: a
“bruised heel” is far less damaging
than a “bruised head”! (Read Heb.
2:14-16; 1 John 3:8; Rev. 1:17-18;
compare 2 Tim. 1:10.)

B. Two great truths can be deduced from
God’s words to the Serpent:

1. There would be a “life and death”
struggle between the seed of Satan

and the seed of woman (see Rev.
12:111).

2. The seed of the woman would
ultimately be victorious (see Col.
2:13-15; compare Gal. 4:4-6).

Notes:
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Notes: V. CONCLUSION

A. The meaningful message of God’s
announcement of conflict: God promises
redemption (read Gen. 3:15).

B. This redemption will be costly: a bitter,
bloody conflict is predicted by God
Himself.

C. The revelation of God’s Word, from this
point on, concerns the historical unfold-
ing and fulfillment of this promise made
in Eden.




8

CONFLICT THROUGHOUT
HISTORY (Part I




What God has promised
He is able to perform.
His eternal purpose
will not be defeated—

even by a barren womb;
Sarah bears Isaac—
the “seed of woman™
continues.




CONFLICT THROUGHOUT

HISTORY (Part 1)

calculated that

...For the past 5,500 years,
the world has known only
some 300 years of peace.
Since 3,600 B.C., there have
been more than 14,000 large
and small wars in which 3.5
billion people have been killed.
There have been more than
1,600 arms races since 650
B.C., with one nation attempt-
ing to make bigger and more
destructive weapons than
everyone else. Only 100 of the
spiraling arms buildups has
not culminated in war.!

Obviously, conflict plays a

major role in the human drama.

What other species expends as

The history of the
human race is a history
of conflict. It has been

much time and energy on its own
destruction as does man? There is
more “peaceful coexistence” among
even the natural enemies of the
animal kingdom than there is within
the family of man. A mongoose will
kill a snake for food, but it does not
hate snakes. A lioness has no inter-
est in tearing up a zebra, except to
feed herself and her cubs. But man
will destroy his own kind out of
sheer hatred.

Man’s rationalizations of his
murderous tendencies are varied
and contradictory: “He is black”;
“She is white”; “They are foreign-
ers”; “We are native sons.” Racism,
nationalism, bigotry, and chauvin-
ism are all expressions of human
hatred. Enmity need not always
express itself as open hostility; war
can be “cold” as well as “hot.”

What is the essence of hu-
man hostility, the core of human
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conflict? Is it economic class, as
Marx concluded? Is it racial, as the
Nazis claimed? Perhaps the source
of the struggle is a matter of politi-
cal ideology? Certainly, religion has
played a part in the story of human
conflict. It is not always easy to
distinguish between symptom and
sickness, supply and source, effect
and cause. Careful observation is
crucial if we are to avoid a superfi-
cial understanding of human con-
flict.

One of the most effective stra-
tegies of warfare known to man-
kind is a tactic called “divide and
conquer.” The idea is to weaken the
enemy by creating dissension within
his ranks, thus destroying the unity
of his forces. Children often use
this tactic to weaken the unity of
parental authority in the home.
Soon, mom and dad are forgetting
that they are one flesh, with one
purpose. While they fight between
themselves for authority, the ma-
nipulative youngster has his own

way. (Of course, a high price must
eventually be exacted from the child,
his parents, and society at large;
when the child “wins,” everybody
loses— including the budding little
Machiavelli.)

So it goes within the family of
man: since the Fall, we have seen
humanity divided and at war with
itself. Oppression, persecution, and
genocide fill page after page of our
family history. In not-so-quiet des-
peration, man collectively holds a
nuclear arsenal against his temple
and threatens to blow himself away.
It seems we are our own worst en-
emy— but there is another. He sits
on the sidelines, calling the plays,
laughing at us as we kill each other
for fun and profit. He stirs up men
against women, and women against
men; he sows strife and contention
among nations and between gen-
erations. Above all, he convinces us
to equate our personal desires, opin-
ions, and convictions with Absolute
Truth, so that we feel no guilt or
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shame when we destroy those
who differ with us. “Divide and con-
quer” is his strategy: Satan reaps a
human harvest of death and dam-
nation, using slave labor to gather
it in.

Spiritual forces of wickedness
exist. They oppose God by destroy-
ing His good work; they particu-
larly delight in defacing the divine
image stamped upon each man
and woman, every boy and girl. Ex-
ploiting us by the attraction of the
lie, the desires of the flesh, and our
fear of death, the unseen enemy
begins to brainwash us before we
know what is happening. As we
brutalize and dehumanize one
another, we ourselves become de-
humanized. Satan adds us to his
collection of mindless puppets: iden-
tically propagandized zombies who
think they are free. Satan has no
legitimate children. They are all
stolen from God, all seduced by a
Stranger who promised them candy
and then took them for a long ride

to nowhere! That is why the Bible
can in one breath tell us to hate the
sin, but love the sinner. Beneath
the Satanic brand mark, the Devil's
children still bear the divine image.
We must have compassion for our
own kind.

The present fractured state
of humanity could be remedied if
we would all understand what Paul
the apostle taught the Athenians:

“From one man he [God] made ev-
ery nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth.... As some
of your own poets have said, ‘We
are his offspring’” (Acts 17:26, 28).

The Good News about Jesus
Christ is God’s summons to all the
children of Adam and Eve who have
foolishly chosen to follow the lies of
Satan, the lusts of the flesh, and
the lure of this fallen world:

“Therefore come out_from them and
be separate, says the Lord. Touch
no unclean thing, and I will receive
you.” “I will be a Father to you, and
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you will be my sons and daughters, devious strategy of “divide and
j‘g)/smew dAlmighty” (2 Cor. 6:17- conquer.” We are so busy fighting
' against one another that we fail to

In reply to the question posed recognize our common enemy:
by Charles Hodge in his book Will

God Run?, Jesus’ parable of the For our struggle is not against flesh

and blood, but against the authori-

Prodigal Son assures us that God ties, against the powers of this dark
will run to receive back His way- world and against the spiritual
ward sons and daughters. Though Jorces of evil in the heavenly realms
they have renounced their true (Eph. 6:12). 3]

heritage, squandered their inheri-
tance, and brought reproach upon
the Name that founded the whole
human race, the arms of God are
opened at Calvary's cross to em-
brace each repentant son and
daughter.
In Christ, God has planned
and prepared a family reunion for
mankind. The enemy is not our fel-
low man, as cruel as he might seem
to be. The enemy is certainly not
God; He has not spared even His
only begotten Son in His efforts to
win us back to Himself. We are 1Allen Isbell, War and Conscience
being distracted from fighting  (Abilene, TX: Biblical Research Press,
against our true enemy by a 1966), p. vii.
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The conflict between the “seed of
woman” and “the seed of Satan” is a
struggle that begins with the early
history of the human race.

B. We see the conflict between
1. Cain and Abel

2. The daughters of men and the sons
of God

3. A barren womb and an abundant
promise

4. A famine and a family

II. PREPARATORY READING

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she conceived
and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help
of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” Later
she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept
flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of
time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as
an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.

Notes:
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Notes:

The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering,
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with
Jfavor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was
downcast. The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you
angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what
is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires to have you, but you must master it.” Now
Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the
field.” And while they were in the field, Cain at-
tacked his brother Abel and killed him. Then the
LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I
don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your
brother’s blood cries out to me _from the ground. Now
you are under a curse and driven from the ground,
which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s
blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it
will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a
restless wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the
LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.
Today, you are driving me from the land, and I will
be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will
kill me.” But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone
kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times
over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no
one who found him would kill him.... Adam lay with
his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and
named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me
another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”
Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At
that time men began to call on the name of the LORD
(Gen. 4:1-15, 25-26).
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III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will become aware of the viciousness
of Satan and his intent to destroy the
“seed of woman.”

B. We will see that there is a greater power
than that of Satan, and that God’s pur-
poses will be providentially carried out.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Satan’s vicious attack upon the woman
and her seed is immediate.

1. His aim is the destruction of the
promised “seed.”

2. His method is murder.

B. Cain and Abel: The spiritual conflict
commences (read Gen. 4:1-8, 25).

1. Satan, “a murderer from the begin-
ning,” slays Abel through Cain (see
John 8:44; compare 1 John 3:8,
10, 12).

Notes:
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Notes:

2. This act destroys the “righteous

Abel,” and Satan is seemingly
victorious.

3. But God appointed “another child in

place of Abel, since Cain killed him":
Seth, whose name appears in the
lineage of Christ (see Luke 3:38;
compare Heb. 12:24).

C. Daughters of men and sons of God: The
spiritual conflict continues (read Gen.
6:1-14).

1. Human wickedness has greatly

intensified due to intermarriage
between the “sons of God” (i.e., those
“of faith”) and the “daughters of men”
(i.e., those “not of faith”): God deter-
mines to destroy all living things
upon the earth.

2. A universal flood comes upon the

earth: “Every living thing that moved
on the earth perished” (see Gen.
7:21-23).
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3. “But God remembered Noah....” (com-

pare Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27;
Heb. 11:7; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 2 Peter
2:5).

D. A barren womb arid an abundant
promise: The seed-promise advances
(read Gen. 17:15-19).

1.

The promise to Abraham had been
given twenty-four years before (see
Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1ff).

. God reaffirms this promise, assuring

Sarah that she will bear a son, Isaac,
even though “...Sarah was past the
age of childbearing”: She was barren
(see Gen. 18:11; compare Rom. 4:18-
21; 9:7; Heb. 11:11-12).

. “But God!...”: Isaac is born according

to God’s announced schedule.

a. “Then God said...” (read Gen.
17:19).

b. “And the LORD did...” (read Gen.
21:1-3).

Notes:
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E. A famine and a family: The seed prom-
ise is endangered (read Gen. 41:55-
47:1).

1. Jacob (i.e., Israel) and his family were
facing starvation (see Gen. 42:1-2;
compare Gen. 43:8).

2. Jacob (via his son, Judah) is the
connecting link for the fulfillment of
“the promise” (see Matt. 1:2; compare
Luke 3:33-34; Heb. 7:14).

a. The death of this one family would
mean victory for Satan.

b. However, they are providentially
preserved by God’s power and

purpose.
3. But— “The LORD was with Joseph...”

a. Review the narrative concerning
Joseph and his brothers, noting
God'’s providence (read Gen. 37:1-
36; 39:1-50:26).
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b. By the hand of Joseph (due to
God'’s providence), the promised
seed lineage through Judah is
sustained (read carefully Gen.
50:15-21).

V. CONCLUSION

A. Each time, seemingly against all odds,
the promised seed of woman comes
through the struggle against the forces
of Satan.

B. The drama of human redemption con-
tinues as God's eternally purposed plan
unfolds through the divinely inspired
biblical record.

Notes:
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The lineage through whom
the Messiah would come
is not annihilated due to the
oppression of a heathen nation;
God will deliver.
God will keep his promise.

Satan and his seed
do not win this battle,
nor will they win this war.
The “seed of woman”™
will continue.
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HISTORY (Part II)

There is a line in one of
the hymns that bril-
liantly captures the es-
sence of the biblical view

of history:

Although the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the ruler yet.

The LORD reigns; God alone
is ultimately king. This theme is
the truth that underlies the biblical
presentation of the outworking of
God's eternal purpose and plan of
redemption. Sin and death have
wrought havoc in all that the
Creator has made. Yet, through His
sovereign power and invincible
wisdom, He will make all things
new again, and all that once was
decreed “very good” shall be even
better. Limited human understand-
ing may doubt or even deny the
wisdom of God, but

“...who has known the mind of the
Lord that he may instruct him?” (1
Cor. 2:16; compare Isaiah 40:13).

If God thinks it more glorious
to redeem a fallen world by suffer-
ing than to create a universe in
which neither love nor hate were
possible, who can argue the point?
Although we might believe that the
smooth operation of machinery is
superior to the problematic fickle-
ness of free moral agencies, we are
in no position to debate with the
Creator. He made a universe in
which the unprogrammed choices
of men and women would be a
meaningful factor in the course of
history—not only human history,
but the history of the entire crea-
tion under man’s stewardship. For
although the Divine Author has
sovereignly predetermined the plot
of the cosmic drama, and has writ-
ten several key episodes into the
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script to ensure its outcome (in-
cluding a Personal appearance in
first century Palestine, and one in
the final scene of the last act), He
has also left it for us, the human
cast, to write for ourselves what-
ever roles we may choose.

Of course, we have limita-
tions in our freedom to choose: the
Fall of man imposes certain restric-
tions, as do God’s laws of nature.
But neither the disobedience of hu-
manity nor the norms of nature are
sovereign; God has used them
both—and overruled them, when
necessary—in accomplishing His
immutable purpose. And it is this
eternal purpose of God, now clearly
revealed and accessible to mankind,
which each of us must choose to
either accept or reject as we write
the history of our daily lives.

One must be very cautious in
speaking of such things as “the les-
sons of history,” for we know little
of the total content of world history,
and whatever “patterns” we might

detect in it are based on small and
highly selective samplings. However,
if the Sovereign God of history were
to comment on certain key events,
offer a general statement on the
meaning of the whole phenomenon,
and show us a bit of the ending—
not merely to satisfy our curiosity,
but to help us get our bearings and
choose the right way home— then a
light would be shining in the world
for any man or woman who pos-
sessed the disposition and tenacity
to seek and find. The writings of the
scribes and prophets contained in
the Bible have always claimed to be
just such a light, and although they
focus on peoples and events that
seem obscure by secular standards,
we would do well to consider what
that light reveals.

Consider the plight of the de-
scendants of Abraham in the land
of Egypt. This situation was not
due to mere “winds of fortune,” but
was explicitly predicted to Abram
centuries before it occurred:
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Then the LORD said- to him, “Know
Jor certain that your descendants
will be strangers in a country not
their own, and they will be enslaved
and mistreated four hundred years.
But I will punish the nation they
serve as slaves, and afterward they
will come out with great posses-
sions” (Gen. 15:13-14).

The slavery of Israel and her
deliverance by the LORD on the eve
of the first Passover were a divinely
designed type of redemption in
Christ, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. More-
over, it was a demonstration in the
arena of world history that the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is
the God of heaven and earth, who
will do mighty works to fulfill His
word to His people.

Has any god ever tried to take for
himself one nation out of another
nation, by testings, by miraculous
signs and wonders, by war, by a
mighty hand and an outstretched
arm, or by great and awesome
deeds, like all the things the LORD

your God did for you in Egypt be-
Jore your very eyes? (Deut. 4:34)

The career of David, son of
Jesse, is another ease in point. From
his lowly beginnings as a keeper of
his father’s flocks, to his corona-
tion as king over Judah and then
all of Israel, to his exile during the
uprising of his son Absalom, the
odds were apparently stacked
against David. What is a boy with a
sling against a trained soldier, fully
armed, who also happens to be over
nine feet tall? If the contest had
been fought in Las Vegas, who
would have laid odds against Goli-
ath? If you had been with Samuel
the seer as he watched the sons of
Jesse parade before him in Bethle-
hem that day, would you have
picked David— the “runt of the lit-
ter"— as the LORD’s anointed? And
what chance would you have
thought he had to evade the con-
stant assassination attempts of King
Saul, who had the national military
establishment at his disposal? Yet,

105




106 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Conflict

N

not only did David “beat the odds”
in succeeding Saul as king over all
of Israel; he also returned from ex-
ile to reclaim the kingdom that
Absalom had usurped. King David,
of the royal tribe of Judah, was
chosen to be both a type and a
forebearer of the Messiah, the Son
of God

...who as to his human nature was
a descendant of David... (Rom. 1:3).

David prospered because, in
spite of his sins, he was a man after
God’s own heart, who rejoiced in
God’s promise and entrusted him-
self to God’s purpose.

“Who am I, O Sovereign LORD, and
what is my family, that you have
brought me thus far? And as if this
were not enough in your sight, O
Sovereign LORD, you have spoken
about the future of the house of your
servant.... For the sake of your word
and according to your will, you have
done this great thing and made it
known to your servant” (2 Sam.
7:18-19, 21).

But God’s purpose through
the line of David continued to be
threatened by Satanic attacks. The
marriage of Judah's King Jehoram
to the Baal-worshipping Athaliah
(daughter of Israel’'s Ahab and Jeze-
bel) jeopardized the purpose of God
through the royal line of David.
Upon the death of her son Ahaziah,
King of Judah, Athaliah proceeded
to exterminate all legitimate suc-
cessors to the Davidic throne. She
established herself as queen over
the land, and would have succeeded
in wiping out every trace of God’s
purpose through David, had one
small boy not been hidden from
Athaliah’s henchmen. In the young
King Joash, the Davidic promise
and hope were kept alive.

Within four generations, the
powers of darkness would again
pose a serious threat to the con-
tinuation of the Davidic dynasty.
King Hezekiah, terminally ill and
with no heir apparent, pleads with
Yahweh for a reprieve and is granted
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an additional fifteen years of life.
Neither the power of Assyria nor
even of death itself can extinguish
the lamp of David; Hezekiah begets
the infamous Manasseh, whose sins
hasten the wrath of God upon the
land of Judah even while preserv-
ing the purpose of God through
David.

In these historical vignettes,
we see more than the trite “good is
stronger than evil” moral cliche. We
are given repeated illustrations of a
point that often escapes our notice
as we struggle to maintain our own
faith in the midst of personal prob-
lems and tragedies. It is a truth at
which atheists and skeptics may
sneer, but which they are quite
powerless to refute:

Although the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the ruler yet.

This present darkness is not
proof against the coming of the
dawn. Israel knew centuries of dark

days in Egypt; David saw his share,
as did his successors. Christians
proclaim a gospel in which the
promised Son of David, apparently
forsaken by God His Father, is
handed over to the powers of dark-
ness and death.

But God raised him from the dead,
Jfreeing him from the agony of death,
because it was impossible for death
to keep its hold on him. David said
about him: “I saw the Lord always
before me. Because he is at my right
hand, I will not be shaken. There-
Jore my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will live in
hope, because you will not aban-
don me to the grave, nor will you let
your Holy One see decay” (Acts 2:24-
27; compare Ps. 16:8-10). £
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Notes:

I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The conflict between the “seed of woman”
and the “seed of Satan” continues.

B. In this study, we examine the conflict
between

1. Pharoah and the enslaved Israelites

2. Evil adversaries and David (God’s
anointed)

3. Devilish Athaliah and the royal seed
4. Death and King Hezekiah
II. PREPARATORY READING

Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph,
came to power in Egypt. “Look,” he said to his
people, “the Israelites have become much too numer-
ous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly with them
or they will become even more numerous and, if war
breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us
and leave the country.” So they put slave masters
over them to oppress them with forced labor, and
they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for
Pharoah. But the more they were oppressed, the
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II.

more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians
came to dread the Israelites and worked them
ruthlessly. They made their lives bitter with hard
labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work
in the fleld; in all their hard labor the Egyptians
used them ruthlessly. The king of Egypt said to the
Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and
Puah, “When you help the Hebrew women in child-
birth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a
boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” The mid-
wives, however, feared God and did not do what the
king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys
live. Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives
and asked them, “Why have you done this? Why
have you let the boys live?” The midwives answered
Pharoah, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian
women; they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwives arrive.” So God was kind to the midwives
and the people increased and became even more nu-
merous. And because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families of their own. Then Pharoah gave
this order to all his people: “Every boy that is born
you must throw into the river, but let every girl live”
(Exod. 1:8-22).

STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will further study the historical
events pertaining to the spiritual struggle
between the seed of woman and the seed
of Satan.

Notes:




r

110 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Conflict

~\

Notes:

B. We will especially note the ability of God
to work out what He says He will do
(read Rom. 4:21).

IV. OUTLINE

A. Pharoah and the enslaved Israelites
struggle in fulfillment of God’s promise
(read Exod. 1:8-22; compare Gen.
15:1-16; 50:22-26).

1. The people of promise are apparently
doomed to extinction (see Gal. 3:16).

2. The situation of God’s people in
Egyptian bondage is seemingly
hopeless.

3. But God had a man for the hour:
“Moses, Moses!” (see Exod. 3:4-10;
compare Heb. 11:23-29).

B. Evil adversaries make attempts to
destroy David, God's anointed (read
1 Sam. 16:1-13).
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1. Goliath and Saul oppose David in his

youth (see 1 Sam. 17:1-51; 18:8-11,
19:1, 8-12).

2. Absalom rises up against David, the

king (read 2 Sam. 15:1-18:33).

3. But God is with David throughout

this turbulent period of history,
protecting him as the royal seed, or
offspring, through whom the prom-
ised “seed of woman” (Christ) would
ultimately come into the world (see
Matt. 1:1, 6, 17; compare Luke 3:31;
Rom. 1:1-3; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 3:7;
22:16).

C. The devilish woman Athaliah and the
“seed royal” battle for the throne in
Judah (read 2 Kings 11:1ff).

1. Athaliah (Jezebel's daughter) “pro-

ceeded to destroy the whole royal
family.”

a. Is the “seed of woman” crushed
and destroyed?

Notes:
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Notes: b. Have Satan and his seed won the
conflict?

c. Has God’s promise failed?

2. All the royal offspring are murdered,
with one exception:
“...Jehosheba...took Joash son of
Ahaziah and stole him away from
among the royal princes who were
about to be murdered” (read 2 Kings
11:2; compare 2 Chron. 22:10-12;
23:8-11; 24:1).

3. But God providentially preserved the
royal lineage of David (the kingly
family) and kept alive the promise of
victory through the “seed of woman.”

D. Death and Hezekiah contend for the
continuation of the promised seed line
(read 2 Kings 18:1-20:21).

1. King Hezekiah’s sickness is terminal
(see 2 Kings 20:1-3).

2. If Hezekiah dies at this point, he will
leave no heir.
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3. But God, moved by Hezekiah's
petition and His own unchanging
purpose, adds fifteen years to
Hezekiah's life, thus preserving the
royal lineage and Messianic promise
(see 2 Kings 20:6; 21:1; compare
Matt. 1:10).

V. CONCLUSION

A. God Almighty, time and again, shows
His providential power in sustaining
the “seed of woman” to its ultimate
consummation and fulfillment in
Christ Jesus and His church (read
Gal. 3:16-29).

B. Satan and his seed suffer defeat after
defeat— but not without inflicting a
heavy toll on the righteous.

Notes:
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CONFLICT THROUGHOUT
HISTORY (Part I1I)




God's purpose and promise
have been realized:
the seed of woman
is victorious.

The Lord Jesus
crushes Satan’s power
at Calvary: Christ is risen!
God's eternal purpose
and its historical unfolding
have been fulfilled.




CONFLICT THROUGHOUT

HISTORY (Part I1I)

The human mind can
conjure few images to
rival the stark terror of
being trapped in a run-
away vehicle. Whether we picture a
car out of control, a plane diving
toward the sea, or even a wagon
careening down a steep hill, the
sense of impending disaster coupled
with utter helplessness is over-
whelming. Yet, many people view
each one of us as essentially in this
very predicament. To them, we are
all passengers on “Spaceship
Earth,” a vessel launched by the
cruel winds of chance, having no
fixed destination and no ultimate
hope for arrival at any port. It mat-
ters not what any of the passengers
do to pass the time of the voyage,; it
matters not how much or how little
we may be enjoying the ride; it
matters not what crew we may
appoint to man the helm. We are

adrift on the cosmic sea with nei-
ther map nor compass. Supplies on
board are limited, and tempers are
getting nastier. To make matters
worse, none of the passengers vol-
unteered for this cruise.

Still, we are told that we must
try and make the best of this night-
mare. Even the Titanic had shuffle-
board and a ballroom. We must try
to have as pleasant a voyage as
possible, even though it is hard to
forget we are going nowhere. Per-
haps if we busy ourselves with keep-
ing the decks clean, preventing vio-
lent outbursts among the passen-
gers, distributing rations, and so
forth, we can stay afloat for another
day or two—or maybe longer. In
the meanwhile, we need to appoint
committees, assign duties, and
draw up a roster. The sick must
be cared for; the next generation
must be trained. But no amount of
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diversion is quite sufficient to offset
the fact that a present that has no
future is as empty and futile as a
voyage that has no destination.

Of course, in the absence of a
genuine ship’s charter, it is pos-
sible that some of the helmsmen
may draw up their own proposals
for the Spaceship Earth: arbitrary
authorities, to be sure, but provid-
ing an illusory sense of direction for
the present moment. Spaceship
Earth has seen many such little
captains, with their arbitrary laws
and personal political agendas. In
recent times, we have had “Cap-
tain” Napoleon Bonaparte and his
Empire, “Captain” Lenin and his
Bolshevik Revolution, “Captain”
Hitler and his Third Reich, and a
host of other authority figures and
political programs. The religious
world has also produced an abun-
dance of self-appointed messiahs
and gurus to fill the authority vac-
uum caused by the alleged absence
of God.

The Bible itself hints at a kind
of “absence” of God in this present
world. Surely, by promising a more
immediate experience of His pres-
ence in the world to come, the Bible
implies a present “hiddenness” of
God—a glory “yet to be revealed.”
Before the Fall, Adam and Eve inti-
mately experienced the presence of
God in the Garden of Eden— a qual-
ity of communion from which they
were later expelled for their sin.
Many sayings of Jesus seem to sug-
gest that the presence and author-
ity of God in this fallen world will be
seen only through the eyes of faith—
faith based on revealed and con-
firmed truth, but not yet a matter of
indisputable, empirical observation:

He said: “A man of noble birth went
to a distant country to have himself
appointed king and then to return.
So he called ten of his servants and
gave them ten minas. ‘Put this
money to work,’ he said, ‘until I
come back’” (Luke 19:12-13).
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He went on to tell the people this
parable: “A man planted a vineyard,
rented it to some farmers and went
away for a long time” (Luke 20:9).

The apostles of Christ also
speak of the tension between this
present age and the eternal age to
come, when “faith” shall become

Though you have not seen him
WJesus], you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and are filled with an
tnexpressible and glorious joy... (1
Peter 1:8).

Dear friends, now we are children
of God, and what we will be has not
yet been made known. But we know

“sight”:

Therefore, since we have been justi-

fied through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have
gained access by faith into this grace
tn which we stand. And we rejoice
in the hope of the glory of God (Rom.
5:1-2).

For in this hope we were saved. But
hope that is seen is no hope at all.
Who hopes for what he already has?
(Rom. 8:24).

In putting everything under him
[man], God left nothing that is not
subject to him. Yet at present we do
not see everything subject to him.
But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels, now
crowned with glory and honor...
(Heb. 2:8-9).

that when he appears, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he
is (1 John 3:2).

God is not dead, nor is He
“absent,” vacationing after His seven
days of creation work, as deistic
theologians would have us believe.
But His presence and purpose in
the world now work in a “hidden”
way—a way that can be resisted
and denied by those who have their
own plans to pursue. This “hidden-
ness” will not go on indefinitely,
however. The enemies of God will
be brought to account. They will
look upon Him whom they have
pierced. The natural backdrop
against which the present cosmic
drama is being played out will one
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day be rolled back to reveal the true
glory of the play’s divine Producer.
He Himself has provided the stage
and the props; He has created the
actors and actresses. He has also
authored the script. Whether or not
you and I choose to follow that script
is a matter of our own choice. We
are presently free to write our own
parts instead of the roles assigned
to us. But no matter what we choose
to do, the plot of the cosmic drama
will not be changed; it has been
determined from before the foun-
dation of the world.

Kings and queens have tried
to change the outcome of the divine
drama. They killed many of the
Producer’s leading players, and
many innocent “extras” as well. The
combined forces of chaos, lawless-
ness, and death have done all in
their power to ruin God’s purpose;
yet, history remains “His story.” Be-
cause the Star of the show, for whom
the entire play was written and
produced, has played His role

flawlessly, He has redeemed the
entire production. For this, He is
worthy of far greater honor than a
mere standing ovation— and He will
surely receive it:

...Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obe-
dient to death—even death on a
cross! Therefore God exalted him to
the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father
(Phil 2:6-11).

“..Worthy is the Lamb who was
slain, to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and strength and honor
and glory and praise!” (Rev. 5:12)
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. This study concludes our survey of the
historical conflict between Satan (and
his offspring) and the woman (and her
offspring).

B. The historical events we will now
consider are

1. Wicked Haman and his attack on the
Jewish remnant

2. Herod and his slaughter of infants
3. Satan and his direct attack on Jesus

4. Jewish unbelievers and their execu-
tion of Jesus of Nazareth, their divine
Messiah

IIl. PREPARATORY READING

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the
LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

Notes:
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Notes: He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And
he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded
you not to eat from?” The man said, “The woman
you put here with me— she gave me some fruit
Jrom the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Be-
cause you have done this, cursed are you above
all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will
crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the
days of your life. And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will
greatly increase your pain in childbearing; with
pain you will give birth to children. Your desire
will be for your husband, and he will rule over
you.” To Adam he said, “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ cursed
is the ground because of you; through painful toil
you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will
produce thomms and thistles for you, and you will
eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until you return to the
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you
are and to dust you will return.” Adam named his
wife Eve because she would become the mother
of all the living. The LORD God made garments of
skin _for Adam and his wife and clothed them
(Gen. 3:8-21).
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III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will continue to watch this conflict as
it culminates in the conflict of conflicts!

B. We will consider four truths from this his-
torical sketch of the biblical human
drama.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Wicked Haman attacks the Jewish
remnant (read Esther 3:1-7:10).

1. Haman's envy and selfishness, mixed
with his newly-acquired power, spells
“death” for the Jews (see Esther 3:1-6).

2. The king of Persia, Ahasuerus (Xerxes)
makes an unalterable decree “...to
destroy, kill, and annihilate all the
Jews—young and old, and little chil-
dren—on a single day...” (see Esther
3:13).

3. But God, through Queen Esther, spares
the Jewish remnant from destruction,

Notes:
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Notes:

and the promised messianic seed line
is preserved (see Esther 4:14; 5:3;
6:1-3).

B. King Herod slaughters the infants of
Bethlehem (read Matt. 2:1ff).

1. The historical narrative reads: “After

Jesus was born...” (v. 1).

a. This is the “He” of Genesis 3:15
(see also Gal. 4:4; Isa. 7:14; com-
pare Gal. 3:16).

b. This is the “that” which Satan had
been striving throughout fallen
human history to prevent: he now
attacks even more viciously and
ruthlessly.

2. The narrative continues: “...he

[Herod] gave orders to kill all the
boys in Bethlehem...who were two
years old and under...” (v. 16; com-
pare Jer. 31:15).

. But God sent an angel to appear to

Joseph, warning him to flee to Egypt
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with his wife Mary and the promised
“Seed of Woman” (vv. 13-14, 19-23).

C. Satan attacks Jesus directly (read Matt.
4:1-11).

1. The Serpent, Satan himself, goes
after the Seed of promise.

2. If Jesus succumbs to the Tempter,
God’s eternal purpose will be
thwarted.

3. But God Incarnate stands firmly on
the written Word of God: “It is writ-
ten...” (vv. 4, 7, 10; compare Heb.
2:17-18; 4:14-16).

D. The unbelieving Jews execute their
appointed Messiah (read John 11:53;
compare 1 Cor. 2:8).

1. The Jews' rejection and crucifixion of
Jesus by “lawless men” (the Romans)
is Satan’s “grand finale” in seeking to
trample underfoot the “Seed of
woman” (see Luke 22:53).

a. The Tempter was active in the
betray?.l of Jesus (read John 13:2,
18, 27).

Notes:
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b. The Liar was outspoken at the trial
of Jesus (read Matt. 26:59-61).

c. The Murderer was evident at the
cross of Jesus (read Acts 2:23).

. Satan’s murder of Jesus by the

hands of wicked men is an evil act
used by God to fulfill His eternal plan
of redemption (see Acts 2:23; 3:14-
15; 13:23-39; compare 1 Peter 1:18-
20; Rev. 13:8).

. But God raised up Jesus from the

dead, powerfully declaring Him to be
the Son of God (see Rom. 1:4; com-
pare Eph. 1:18-2:7).

a. The Seed was promised (read Rom.
1:2).

b. The Seed was born (of David's
lineage) (read Rom. 1:3).

c. The Seed was declared to be the
Son of God with power (read
Rom. 1:4).
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V. CONCLUSION

A. Satan attempted to render valueless the
promise of God (fallen man’s redemp-
tion) by destroying Eve’s posterity.

B. The providence of God in protecting the
promised “seed” often hinged on the life
of a single individual (for example,
Joash).

C. The predicted enmity showed itself in
past history, continues to show itself
even now, and will do so until the end
of this age (read Rev. 12:17; 17:14).

D. The purpose of God in Christ Jesus and
His church stands indestructible: The
“overcomers” in Christ are the ultimate
victors (read Rom. 8:1, 38-39; 1 John
5:4-5, 19-21; Rev. 2:7; compare John
16:33).

Notes:
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The mystery
of human origin and destiny
has been revealed.
Life and immortality

have been brought to light
through the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
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“I love a mysteryl” The
forgotten originator of
this modern cliche spoke
for many who appreci-
ate the literary and cinematic genre
associated with such names as
Agatha Christie, Alfred Hitchcock,
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (crea-
tor of Sherlock Holmes). While I
myself am not a great fan of this
popular art form, I have had enough
exposure to the classic “suspense
thrillers” to understand something
of their appeal.

Mystery stories rely on a kind
of standardized formula within
which an author can create a virtu-
ally unlimited number of variations
on the “who done it” theme. Anyone
vaguely familiar with the modem
parlor game, Clue, understands how
entrenched this formula is: the
particulars of the plot vary from
one story to another, but the basic

plot itself cannot be changed. A “who
done it” that quickly dispenses with
the crime solving in order to probe
the psychological motivations of the
criminal has ceased to be a “mys-
tery” in the same way that a person
judged “not guilty by reason of in-
sanity” has ceased to be considered
a criminal and has been reclassi-
fied a “mental case.”

Whenever we move from the
area of unaided human experience
into the realm of divine revelation,
there are usually some changes in
perspective and definition that must
be considered. We cannot assume
that the conceptual currency of
earth will have the same value when
we try to use it in the heavenly
realm. There are differences between
the human experience of “father-
hood” and the perfect Fatherhood
of God revealed to us in the Bible,
for example. But there are also
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points of likeness and correspon-
dence; if there were no point of
conceptual contact between heav-
enly things and earthly things,
between God’s perspective and our
human experience, then the Bible's
claims of divine inspiration would
be meaningless, and Christ’s claim
to be the incarnation of deity would
be absurd. If man is made in the
image of God as the Bible teaches,
then there is nothing ridiculous
about God communicating truth to
man, any more than in the case of a
man communicating truth to his
child. Just because a little child
cannot exhaustively comprehend
the mind of his father does not mean
that he cannot learn from his
father a lot of things that he needs
to know.

And now I must return to the
idea of “mystery,” because our mod-
ern secular mindset will undoubt-
edly color our understanding of the
biblical usage of this word. Yet, even
with our twentieth century “Charlie

Chan” outlook on the word “mys-
tery,” we may find enough common
ground with the mind of God to
appreciate what the Bible says
about Jesus Christ:

Now to him who is able to establish
you by my gospel and the procla-
mation of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery hid-
den for long ages past, but now
revealed and made known through
the prophetic writings by the com-
mand of the eternal God, so that all
nations might believe and obey
him... (Rom. 16:25-26).

“Mystery,” in its New Testa-
ment theological meaning, refers to
the eternal purpose and plan of
God which is unveiled and openly
proclaimed among the nations by
the apostolic gospel of Christ cruci-
fied for sins and resurrected from
death. It is a message of salvation
which calls for individual renuncia-
tion of all self-centeredness and a
personal decision to live for God as
He is revealed in Christ. This Good
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News of salvation, once hidden in
the mind of God, was spoken of in
the divinely inspired Hebrew Scrip-
tures, but not fully revealed or
understood until the Holy Spirit
guided Christ's apostles and proph-
ets into the full truth concerning
Jesus of Nazareth.

Concerning this salvation, the proph-
ets, who spoke of the grace that
was to come to you, searched in-
tently and with the greatest care,
trying to find out the time and
ctrcumstances to which the Spirit of
Christ in them was pointing when
he predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the glories that would follow. It
was revealed to them that they were
not serving themselves but you,
when they spoke of the things that
have now been told you by those
who have preached the gospel to
you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven. Even angels long to look
into these things (1 Peter 1:10-12).

At first glance, the biblical
concept of “mystery” seems to have
nothing in common with our popu-

lar cultural sense of the term. But,
as any good mystery story must,
the gospel of Christ presents us
with a “who done it” situation: Who
crucified the Son of God? Does the
blame stop with the Roman sol-
diers who carried out the details of
the execution? Pilate could not wash
his hands of the blood of Christ;
nor could the Jewish leaders who
incited the masses to demand His
death. Surely none of us are guilt-
less in the matter of Christ's death,
for He suffered death in order to
take away the sin of the world. “Who
done it?” You and I, by our personal
contribution to the world’s unbe-
lief, hatred, self-centeredness, and
wickedness, have called for the
death of the Righteous One.

Still, mere human initiative
is insufficient to explain the mys-
tery of the gospel. No man could
ascend into heaven and bring Christ
down to die for sinners. The incar-
nation, death, and resurrection of
Christ are a work of divine grace.

131
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God laid upon Christ the iniquity of
us all, though He did it by the hands
of wicked men— men not unlike our-
selves. No mere man could take
Christ’s life from Him; He would
willingly lay it down in loving obedi-
ence to the Father’s command. This
same God who eternally purposed
and planned the sacrificial death of
His incarnate Son is the One who
also raised up Christ from the dead.
The mystery, hidden for long ages
in the eternal counsel of the God-
head, has been fully revealed in the
gospel of Christ. “Who done it?” we
ask. Behold, the mystery has been
revealed:

...[God] has saved us and called us
to a holy life—not because of any-
thing we have done but because of
his own purpose and grace. This
grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time, but it
has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Je-
sus, who has destroyed death and
brought life and tmmortality to light
through the gospel (2 Tim. 1:9-10).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. When we speak of God’s eternal purpose,

we mean a plan of redemption that-ex-
isted not only before it was manifested,
but before the universe was created.

B. This eternal purpose is called a “mystery”:

Something that was once hidden, but is
now revealed.

II. PREPARATORY READING

For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus
Jor the sake of you Gentiles— Surely you have heard
about the administration of God'’s grace that was
glven to me for you, that is, the mystery made
known to me by revelation, as I have already
written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able
to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
which was not made known to men in other genera-
tions as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to
God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is
that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs
together with Israel, members together of one body,
and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s
grace given me through the working of his power.
Although I am less than the least of all God's
people, this grace was given me: to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to

Notes:
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Notes: make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in
God, who created all things. His intent was that
now, through the-church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to
his eternal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in
him we may approach God with freedom and con-

fidence. I ask you, therefore, not to be discour-
aged because of my sufferings for you, which are

your glory (Eph. 3:1-13).

IlI. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will see that God actually purposed
mankind’s salvation in eternity: before
the beginning of time.

B. We will show that the various aspects of
God'’s eternal purpose and plan are no
longer a hidden mystery, but are now
clearly revealed in Christ Jesus and His
church.

IV. OUTLINE
A. The gospel was realized and revealed

“by the power of God” (read 2 Tim.
1:8-10).
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1. Note the chart below:

Before the beginning

of time | But now

“Revealed through the appearing
of our Savior, Jesus Christ”

“Because of his own purpose
and grace” (not our works)

“Given us in Christ Jesus” — Destroyed death

| “Through the gospel” (2 Thess. 2:13-14)

“Saved us”
“Called us”

2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. Our salvation is according to God’s
own purpose and grace (see Titus
3:4-7).

b. Our salvation was purposed “before
the beginning of time” and made
known when Christ appeared in the
world (see the gospel accounts by
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John;
note especially Matt. 28:18-20;

Notes:
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Notes: Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31; 21:24;
compare 1 John 1:1-4; Heb. 2:3-4;
2 Peter 1:16-18).

c. In Christ Jesus life and immortality
are “brought to light” (that is,
“revealed”)— "through the gospel”
(see 1 Cor. 15:1-4; compare Rom.
1:16-17; 2 Thess. 2:13-14).

B. The gospel is “the revelation of God's
mystery” (read Rom. 16:25-27).

1. Note the chart below:

“For long ages past” “But now”

Revealed and made known”

“The
Mystery i Prediction: “Through the prophetic writings”
Hidden” Power: “By the command of the eternal God”

Penetration: “All nations”
; Purpose: “Believe and obey him”
i Praise: “To the only wise God be glory”

a. According to the “gospel and proc-
lamation of Jesus Christ”
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b. According to the “revelation of the
mystery”

c. According to the “command of the
eternal God”

2. Consider the following conclusions:

a. Spiritual security and stabilization
are by means of the “gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ.”

b. The revelation of the divine mystery
was commanded by the eternal God,
confirmed by the Old Testament
prophecies, and completed by Jesus
Christ.

c. This mystery is no longer God'’s
secret purpose, but is “now revealed
and made known...so that all nations
might believe and obey him” (see
John 3:16, 36; Heb. 5:8-9).

V. CONCLUSION

A. Man’s plight is not left to fate or chance;
his salvation is in Jesus of Nazareth,

Notes:
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Notes: “according to the eternal purpose which
he accomplished in Christ Jesus, our
Lord.”

B. The mystery regarding my identity as a
human being has been revealed.

1. “Where do I come from?” (I am cre-
ated by God in His own image.)

2. “Why am I here?” (I am here to glorify
God by responding to His purpose in
Christ.)

3. “Where am I going?” (I am going to
live on this earth with Jesus for a
short time, and to be glorified with
Him forever.)

C. Life and immortality— God’'s purposed
destiny for mankind— has been brought
to light through the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

D. God has, indeed, purposed and planned
in eternity!
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Note carefully that
those he “foreknew”
he “foreordained”:
foreordained to “be conformed
to the likkeness of his Son.”™

The Bible does not spealk
of foreordination
(or predestination)
of those who are
not in Christ.
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“Most men lead lives of
quiet desperation.” I
can't recall who said it,
~or even the precise phra-
seology of the quotation, but I am
convinced that its originator was a
keen observer of fallen human na-
ture. There does exist, however,
another kind of human nature—a
Humanity that has moved beyond
the curse of sin and death which
brings loneliness, alienation, and
despair into man’s life. The Origi-
nator of this New Humanity took
upon Himself the curse that hid the
face of God from our view. He wore
upon His brow the thorms of an
unfriendly cosmos. He felt the
murderous abuse of the hostile mob.
He took upon Himself the naked
culpability of Adam and his descen-
dants before the awesome majesty
of God. Out of His vicarious cry of
desperation (“My God, my God, why

have you forsaken me?”) emerged a
New Humanity which cries out in
exaltation, “Abba, Father!” Where
is this new race of men and women?
Do they still exist on the earth, or
did the Founder of the New Man-
kind snatch them immediately away
to live with Him forever beyond the
realm of thorns and thistles?

No; the New Men and Women
live yet among the sons of Adam
and the daughters of Eve. Like their
Master, they have always been a
conspicuous but rarely appreciated
element in the world. When their
numbers or social influence begin
to upset the complacently putrid
mediocrity of worldly standards (all
too rare an occurence), they are
usually maligned, abused, hound-
ed, and driven underground until
the status quo rots for lack of salt,
and falls to rise no more for lack of
light. They are here, and they are
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the salt of the earth and the light of
the world, even though they are

despised and rejected like the Ten-

der Shoot from which they spring:

“For your sake we face death all
day long; we are considered as
sheep to be slaughtered” (Rom. 8:36;
compare Ps. 44:22).

Ironically—and yet, how
could it be otherwise?— the New Men
and Women who most closely fol-
low the Original New Man are the
very ones who are least appreciated
and most abused:

“‘Blessed are you when people in-
sult you, persecute you, and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you
because of me” (Matt. 5:11).

If they persecuted me, they will per-
secute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also”
(John 15:18-20).

For it seemns to me that God has put
us apostles on display at the end of
the procession, like men condemned
to die in the arena. We have been
made a spectacle to the whole uni-
verse, to the angels as well as to
men.... To this very hour we go
hungry and thirsty, we are in rags,
we are brutally treated, we are
homeless. We work hard with our
own hands. When we are cursed,
we bless; when we are persecuted,
we endure it; when we are slan-
dered, we answer kindly. Up to this
moment, we have become the scum
of the earth, the refuse of the world
(1 Cor. 4:9, 11-13).

“If the world hates you, keep in
mind that it hated me first. If you
belonged to the world, it would love
you as its own. As it is, you do not
belong to the world, but I have cho-
sen you out of the world. That is
why the world hates you. Remem-
ber the words I spoke to you: ‘No
servant is greater than his master.’

The early New Men and
Women wore the scars of disgrace
among men as though they were
medals of honor before God— and
indeed, they were!

Finally, let no one cause me trouble,
Jor I bear on my body the marks of
Jesus (Gal. 6:17).
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Now I rejoice in what was suffered
Jor you, and I fill up in my flesh
what is still lacking in regard to
Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of
his body, which is the church (Col.
1:24).

The secret of the invincible love and
zealous benevolence manifested by
the New Men— the thing that made
them “tick”— was a deep realization
of solidarity with the Risen Jesus.
They saw themselves as the spiri-
tual body of Christ on earth, ani-
mated by His Spirit, responsive to
the commands of their Living Head.
And along with newness of life,
Jesus had brought them new under-
standings: The first would be last,
and the last would be first; the
humble would be exalted, while
those who exalted themselves would
be humbled; those who worshipped
their own lives would lose them,
but those who gave up their lives to
serve the cause of Christ and His
gospel would find eternal life. Such
extraordinary values and standards
inevitably brought them into con-

flict with the mediocrity and deca-
dence of the surrounding culture:

Remember those earlier days after
you had received the light, when
you stood your ground in a great
contest in the face of suffering.
Sometimes you were publicly ex-
posed to insult and persecution; at
other times, you stood side by side
with those who were so treated.
You sympathized with those in
prison and joyfully accepted the
confiscation of your property, be-
cause you knew that you yourselves
had better and lasting possessions
(Heb. 10:32-34).

Therefore, since Christ suffered in
his body, arm yourselves also with
the same attitude, because he who
has suffered in his body is done
with sin. As a result, he does not
live the rest of his earthly life for evil
human desires, but rather for the
will of God. For you have spent
enough time in the past doing what
pagans choose to do—living in de-
bauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies,
carousing and detestable idolatry.
They think it strange that you do
not plunge with them into the same
flood of dissipation, and they heap
abuse on you (1 Peter 4:1-4).

143
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If you are seeking the New
Men and Women, do not look for
this world's celebrities, heroes,
trendsetters, and matinee idols; look
instead for “the scum of the earth,
the refuse of the world.” For, al-
though some of the New Men may
seem to get along in the world with
only an occasional minor skirmish,
and a few may even win recognition
for outstanding service to human-
ity, by far the bulk of them will be
found outside the fringes of repu-
table society:

Brothers, think of what you were
when you were called. Not many of
you were wise by human standards;
not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose
the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise; God chose the weak
things of the world to shame the
strong (1 Cor. 1:26-27).

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not
God chosen those who are poor in
the eyes of the world to be rich in
Jaith and to inherit the kingdom he
promised those who love him?
(James 2:5)

Nonetheless, this despised
mongrel race, made up of those
from every nation who are looking
for a heavenly country, is said to
stand at the center of the universe
with the Incarnate God. In the eter-
nal purpose of God, they are as
inseparably linked to Jesus Christ
as a body is bound to its head. The
subject of human history and of the
entire cosmos is not armies and
kings and empires; it is Jesus Christ
and His church. In the end, this
will be made evident to all:

Houw great is the love the Father has
lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is
what we are! The reason the world
does not know us is that it did not
know him. Dear friends, now we
are children of God, and what we
will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he
appears, we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is (1 John
3:1-2).
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We need not lead lives of quiet
desperation. Because of God’s eter-
nally purposed grace in Christ Je-
sus, we can be born again into a
New Humanity that looks to the
future in joyous anticipation.
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Notes: I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The Bible, God’s revealed Word, teaches
us about Christ as the Redeemer pur-
posed in eternity and promised through
the prophets in history.

B. God’s Word also teaches us about the
church, the body of Christ, as the
redeemed of God, purposed in eternity
and promised through the prophets in
history.

II. PREPARATORY READING

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For
he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the one he
loves. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us
with all wisdom and understanding. And he
made known to us the mystery of his will accord-
ing to his good pleasure, which he purposed in
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Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have
reached their fulfillment— to bring all things in
heaven and on earth together under one head, even
Christ. In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his
will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in
Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you
also were included in Christ when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who
are God's possession— to the praise of his glory
(Eph. 1:3-14).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will demonstrate that the church was
not an afterthought in the mind of God: it
was purposed in eternity.

B. We will emphasize the importance of
redemption in Christ Jesus and His
church.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Christ the Redeemer was purposed and
promised (re-read Eph. 1:3-14).

Notes:
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1. Note the chart below:

“Making Known The Mystery Purposed In Christ” (v. 9)

i BLESSINGS (v. 3)

L ADOPTION (v. 5)

E REDEMPTION (v. 7)
i} FORGIVENESS (v. 7)
i GRACE/PEACE (v. 7)
§ HERITAGE (v. 11)

¥ SALVATION (v. 13)

¥ HOLY SPIRIT (v. 14)

“When the times will have reached

ETERNITY “to bring all things together” (v. 10)
B
GOD: %
(0]
R
“Chose” E
(V. 4) F
(0]
U
“Predestined” |
(v. 5) D
A
T
I
O
N

their fulfillment” (v. 10)

2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. God’s purposed redemption in
Christ is rooted in His own eternal
nature, in accordance with “his
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pleasure and will” (v. 5), “the
riches of his grace” (v. 7), “his good
pleasure” (v. 9), and “the plan of
him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his
will” (v. 11).

b. God was active before the founda-
tion of the world.

c. All history points to the focal point
in time: the “fullness of the times”
(v. 10, literal Greek translation;

compare Mark 1:15; Rom. 5:6; Gal.

4:4-5).

d. The mystery of God’s eternal pur-
pose is made known in Christ.

e. All the riches of God’s grace are
realized “in Christ.”

B. The church is God’s eternally purposed
and prophetically promised people:
redeemed in Christ (read Eph. 3:1-11).

Notes:
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1. Note the chart below:

“God’s Wisdom Made Known Through The Church” (vv. 10-11)

ETERNITY

cHRiST | JESUS
PRESENTED: CHURCH

RS S AN 88

PURPOSED FULLNESS OF CHRIST
(1:3-11) PROMISED AND PROPHESIED ALIVE WITH CHRIST
(3:9-11) 7 RECONCILED BODY

Gen. 3:15 2 Sam. 7:11-16 GOD'S TEMPLE

GOD’S GLORY
Gen. 12:1-3 Isa. 2:2-4

“SHARERS TOGETHER
Gen. 22:17-18 Dan. 2:44 IN THE PROMISE"

“ACCORDING TO HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE" (vv. 10-11)

2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. God’s manifold wisdom is made
known through the church.
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b. The church’s existence and work is
“according to God'’s eternal pur-
pose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus.”

c. The church of the Lord Jesus
Christ is of inestimable worth and
overwhelming importance (review
above chart).
V. CONCLUSION

A. In eternity (outside of space and time),
God Himself foreknew and foreordained

1. The Savior (see 1 Peter 1:18-20)

2. The salvation message (see 1 Cor.
2:7)

3. The saved (see Rom. 8:28-30)

B. In history (within space and time), God
Himself provided and presented

1. Christ Jesus, the Redeemer of the
world (see 1 Peter 1:10-12; Acts 4:12)

Notes:
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Notes: 2. Christ’s church, the community of
those redeemed from the world (see
Eph. 1:22-23; compare 5:23)







This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose
which He carried out
in Christ Jesus our Lord,

in whom we have boldness
and confidence
through faith in Him
(Ephesians 3:11-12 NASB).
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A REVIEW

The comparative study
of human religions has
shed much light on the
unique beauty of bibli-
cal revelation. By setting God's reve-
lation to Israel and the church
against the dark background of
pagan polytheism and animism
(nature worship), its true splendor
shines forth like a jewel among
common stones. Certainly, there are
some similarities between biblical
revelation and pagan religions, for
both draw on human cultures and
both profess to answer the ultimate
questions of human existence.
Much has been learned, moreover,
about biblical theological concepts
(such as “covenant”) from viewing
them in their wider setting in the
ancient world. The striking distinct-
iveness of biblical revelation is even
more impressive than its parallels
with pagan traditions, however.

Many human cultures retain
myths and legends that sound simi-
lar to such biblical themes as the
Garden of Eden, the Serpent, the
Fall, the Great Flood, and the Tower
of Babel. Not a few also have an-
cient hopes and prophecies regard-
ing a great Deliverer who would
come from beyond the world to res-
cue the faithful from the curse of
death, doom, and destruction.
Modern skeptics attribute these
remarkable similarities to coinci-
dental parallels that occur as by-
products of any developing civiliza-
tion. The many differences in the
various cultural traditions and leg-
ends are highlighted while the es-
sential similarities are downplayed.
There were only so many basic kinds
of mythological explanations con-
ceivable to ancient peoples, we are
told; it is inevitable that we should
find many embellishments and
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variations of the same themes. The
Christian is not convinced of this
explanation, however. It seems to
deliberately overlook the remark-
able nature and number of simi-
larities in all the ancient stories.
Surely, the human imagination was
never as narrow and limited as this
naturalistic theory maintains. The
great differences that exist between
the cultures and religions of the
world must be accounted for, but
so also must these extraordinary
similarities.

The biblical explanation is
that all human cultures originate
from one Creator and one primary
human pair, Adam and Eve. After
the Fall, their descendants were
dispersed throughout the earth,
taking with them fragments of the
primeval revelation of God which
had been entrusted to certain pa-
triarchs. By reason of time, space,
and the influence of sin, this an-
cient knowledge became corrupted
and all but lost, though perhaps

some cultures retained certain tra-
ditions more accurately than oth-
ers. Most of the major themes of the
ancient revelation were preserved
in the various human cultures as
they spread across the world, but
only in highly adulterated forms. In
the course of history, God graciously
chose Abraham and his descen-
dants to be the repository of di-
vinely revealed oracles. Thus,
through Moses and the prophets,
the unadulterated knowledge of God
once lost to the world through cor-
ruption was eventually restored,
and the eternal purpose of God was
progressively realized and revealed
through Abraham’s lineage. '

Here, we come to one of those
amazingly unique features of bibli-
cal revelation: it offers a meaningful
view of human history. Not only is
this view of history unique among
the ancients (whose deepest think-
ers could only conceive of time and
events as spinning around in a
meaningless cycle or spiral, like a
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cosmic merry-go-round), but it is
almost as shocking to modern secu-
lar people. We still use the birth of
Christ as our point of reference in
dating events and marking the
movement of time. But increasingly,
because we have lost any coherent
view of the universe as a whole, and
of our own place in it, we have no
meaningful sense of history. Atoms
and molecules and energy particles;
electromagnetism and gravity; blind
forces in collision and collusion;
phenomena without design or pur-
pose— this is modern secular man'’s
view of all that transpires in the
universe. We came from the void,
and we are going nowhere. Why
pursue a serious study of history?
Why pursue anything seriously?

In startling contrast, the bib-
lical viewpoint presents an under-
standing of man and history that is
full of meaning. Man is created, not
only of the dust of the earth, but
also of the breath of God. The eter-
nal purpose of God is worked out in

the arena of human history! History
is the sphere of God’s saving activ-
ity on behalf of sinful, fallen man-
kind. Christ redeems not only the
church (as if that weren't encugh!),
but all of space and time—all of
history and the entire cosmos. Man
is significant: he can choose to align
himself with God’s redemptive pur-
pose in Christ, and thus share in it;
or, he can choose to turn away
from the light and warmth of the
Son and step into the cold outer
darkness of eternal meaningless-
ness.

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him. Whoever
believes tn him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has
not belleved in the name of God’s
one and only Son. This is the ver-
dict: Light has come into the world,
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but men loved darkness instead of
light because thetr deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the
light, and will not come into the light
Jor fear that his deed will be ex-
posed. But whoever lives by the truth
comes into the light, so that it may
be seen plainly that what he has
done has been done through God”
(John 3:16-21).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The teacher or student may review the
first twelve chapters (i.e. lessons) in
their entirety, or any specific section
requiring further consideration.

B. An excellent review would consist of a
chronological correlation, tying the
previous twelve lessons together in a
systematic way.

1. To do this in a class setting, the
teacher must have a good grasp of
the previous material as a whole unit
of study.

2. A study of the two charts concerning
the Redeemer (Christ) and the re-
deemed (the church) in Lesson
Twelve would provide an excellent
overview of the study thus far (see
pp. 148, 150).

II. PREPARATORY READING

And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called

Notes:
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according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those he predestined, he also called;
those he called, he also justified; those he justified,
he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in re-
sponse to this? If God is for us, who can be against
us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all— how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ
Jesus, who died— more than that, who was raised to
life— is at the right hand of God and is also interced-
ing for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
Jfamine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is
written: “For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No,
in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:28-39).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will review briefly our study of the
eternal purpose and plan of God.
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B. Through analytical charts, we will sum-
marize the redemptive purpose of God
concerning Christ and His church
which is set forth in the Bible.

IV. OUTLINE

A. God’s secret wisdom has been revealed
in a mystery (read 1 Cor. 2:6-10).

1. Note the chart below:

“GOD'S SECRET wispom” B “wE SPEAK"

gi God S Wisdom Christ Jesus
i (1 Cor. 1:20-25)

“Before Time Began”
—“hidden”
— “predestined” 4
“Has Become For Us” (1 Cor. 1:30)

k. WISDOM FROM GOD
E RIGHTEOUSNESS

. HOLINESS

§ REDEMPTION

IO QO




162

THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD

N

Notes:

a. God predestined (v. 7).
b. God prepared (v. 9).
¢. God revealed (v. 10).
2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. The apostle Paul was preaching
“the secret” (the mystery no longer
“hidden”) which God had predes-
tined and prepared.

b. All of this (note the chart) was for
the glory of those who would re-
spond obediently to the preaching
of their salvation: “Christ crucified
Jor sins” (read 1 Cor. 1:18-2:2).

c. Christ “became for us” (that is, for
those in Christ) wisdom from God,
righteousness, holiness, and re-
demption (read 1 Cor. 1:30).

B. God made known the mystery of His
will (read Eph. 1:3-14; 3:1-11).
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1. Note the chart below:

“To Be Put Into Effect”

“He Purposed” “When The Times Reached Their Fulfillment”
“To Bring All Things Together”
In Christ

a. God made known the mystery of
His will (see Eph. 1:9).

b. In other generations, the mystery
was not made known (see Eph.
3:4-6; Col. 1:19-27).
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Notes: c. Christ was revealed at the end of
the times for your sake (see 1 Peter
1:17-21).

2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. Both Jesus Christ and the church
are involved in God’s will; they are
inseparable (read Rom. 12:4-8;

1 Cor. 12:1ff; Eph. 4:7-16).

b. God brought His purpose to a
“fullness of the times” (read Eph.
1:10; Mark 1:15; Rom. 5:6; Gal.
4:4-5; compare 1 Peter 1:10-12).

c. There, in the “fullness of the
times,” God summed up all things
in Christ (read Eph. 1:10; compare
Col. 1:19-20).

d. The Ephesian Christians “heard
the word of truth” and faithfully
obeyed that Good News of salva-
tion (read Eph. 1:13; compare Acts
2:38; 5:32).
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C. An essential relationship exists between
the Redeemer and the redeemed in the
eternal purpose of God (read Rom.
8:28-30).

1. Note the chart below:

“Those Who Have Been Called According To His Purpose”

(Rom. 8:28-30)
“Those God...”
Foreknew
Predestined
“To ) ¢ Be”

“CONFORMED TO THE LIKENESS OF HIS SON”

“Those He Also...”
Called
Justified

Glorified

“Those Who Love God”
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2. Consider the following conclusions.

a. Those whom God “foreknew” He
also “predestined” to share in the
likeness of His Son, Jesus Christ:
The Bible says nothing about pre-
destination of those not in Christ.

b. Note carefully: Paul speaks of
“those who love God” (see 2 Tim.
3:4; compare Rom. 1:30).

V. CONCLUSION

A. To summarize our study thus far, we
recall that God

1. Purposed in eternity

2. Predicted in Eden

3. Protected throughout the flood
4. Promised in Canaan

5. Preserved throughout history
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6. Presented in the fullness of the
times

7. Provides, in Christ Jesus and His
church, redemption until the end of
time

B. All of this was “according to his eternal
purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (see Eph. 3:11).

Notes:
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AND MANKIND

God has done more than
we can comprehend to
bring salvation to the
human race, but He has
been opposed at every step by Sa-
tan, the father of lies. The Devil has
done a remarkable job of keeping
multitudes from understanding the
true power of the gospel of Christ:

“When anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what was sown
in his heart” (Matt. 13:19).

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing.
The god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God (2 Cor. 4:3-4).

The Serpent of Eden is the
deceiver of nations, the very na-

tions to whom the Incarnate God
sent the proclamation of eternal
salvation. Men and women must
have “ears to hear” that saving
message. They must have hearts
predisposed to seek and follow truth
wherever it may lead. They must
have minds that are open to the
saving truth that God has revealed
in Scripture and in Christ. But
Satan, cloaked in the spirit of the
age, has succeeded in efficiently and
effectively using the modern propa-
ganda networks of the world to close
the minds of the masses. A certain
view of truth, a particular picture of
reality, is consistently conveyed in
the public classroom, the mass
media, the popular press, and ev-
ery other vehicle of cultural expres-
sion— including many religious in-
stitutions. This pervasive viewpoint
is not really new; it is the perennial
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philosophy of the deification of man
preached by Satan to the first pair:

“...you will be like God...” (Gen. 3:5).

This seductive flattery has
always proven to be Satan’'s “ace in
the hole,” a lure too delicious for
the human race to long resist. Yet,
it is an empty promise, and the
pride that inflates its victim inevita-
bly precedes his downfall. There has
never been a false gospel or a bogus
religion that didn’t have at its core
the perennial philosophy of human
deification—the lie that man is
meant to be his own god. It is the
foundation of every false way.

In past ages, the most com-
mon expressions of The Big Lie were
legalism and idolatry. In spite of his
claim to know the true and living
God, the man who believed he could
be his own savior by religious ob-
servances and good works was just
as deceived as the ignorant pagan
who bowed down to the work of his
own hands.

The struggle between the
religion of Yahweh and that of Baal
in Old Testament history was es-
sentially the conflict between the
revealed truth of God and the per-
ennial philosophy. Both systems
were complete worldviews, totally
opposed to one another. The point
of the struggle wasn't simply a
matter of the title by which God
should be addressed. Baalism was
a nature religion, worshipping the
impersonal forces of the cosmos
under symbolic representations of
power and fertility. The revealed
religion of Yahweh centered around
the supernatural, personal Creator
of all cosmic forces. Likewise, the
contest between Christianity and
Gnosticism in the early church was
a struggle to prevent the purity of
the revealed truth of redemption in
Christ from being polluted by an
elaborate system of devotion to cre-
ated entities and human self-effort.

See to it that no one takes you cap-
tive through hollow and deceptive
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philosophy, which depends on
human tradition and the basic prin-
ciples of this world rather than on
Christ (Col. 2:8).

The baseless optimism of the
secular humanist and the mystical
pursuits of the New Age enthusiast
are new variations on the same
ancient religion: naturalism. Both
secular science and Eastern mysti-
cism deny the existence of a tran-
scendent Creator. To the secular-
ist, matter and energy constitute
the only reality; to the mystic, im-
personal universal mind is all that
really exists. Yet, both agree that
there is no personal, transcendent
God above and beyond the natural
realm who created and sustains it.
Thus, two apparently diverse solu-
tions to the problem of “being” end
up in exactly the same place. Nei-
ther offers any ultimate meaning
for human personality; neither will
admit the possibility of a revela-
tion from a personal God to per-
sonal creatures made in His image;

neither offers any reasonable hope
for human salvation. The secular-
ist’s hope in evolution is of as little
worth to dying men and women as
is the Hindu’s belief in reincarna-
tion— and make no mistake: we are
all dying men and women. The blind
forces of natural selection and the
impersonal laws of Karma are
equally incapable of planning any-
thing, revealing anything, resolving
anything, or redeeming anything.
Impersonal cosmic mechanisms can
never respond to the human need
for loving relationships. Yet, most
people have been effectively cor-
ralled into some form of naturalis-
tic philosophy before they are even
able to objectively consider the
answers offered in the Bible.

What if a transcendent Crea-
tor really does exist: a God who
contains within the unity of His
being a plurality of Persons— say,
“Father,” “Son,” and “Holy Spirit™?
And what if these eternal Per-
sons within this one Being planned
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together an eternal purpose, before
the foundation of the world? Being
omniscient, God could foreknow the
course of history, and being om-
nipotent, He could direct its move-
ment toward the fulfillment of His
purpose. Most importantly, being
the Source of personality and love,
He could create mankind in His
own image, in preparation for the
fullness of the time when He would
Himself take on human nature to
accomplish the costly work of re-
demption. Finally, He could speak
to, and through, some of the hu-
man personalities He had created
in His own image, to reveal to them
His eternal purpose and plan.

Then God said, “Let us make man
tn our image, in our likeness...” (Gen.
1:26).

Paul, a servant of God and an
apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith
of God'’s elect and the knowledge of
the truth that leads to godliness—a
faith and knowledge resting on the
hope of eternal life, which God, who

does not lie, promised before the be-
ginning of time... (Titus 1:1-2). |
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. The true and living God purposed re-
demption for mankind in eternity.

B. God, being who and what He is, was
able, not only to purpose His plan of
redemption, but also to successfully
work out His predetermined plan.

1. God deliberately determined
redemption.

2. God decisively decreed redemption.

3. God dramatically delivered
redemption.

II. PREPARATORY READING

I consider that our present sufferings are not
worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expec-
tation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who sub-
Jected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought
into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

Notes:
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Notes: We know that the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan in-
wardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as
sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we
wait for it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what
we ought to pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes
Jor us with groans that words cannot express.
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints in accordance with God’s will. And we
know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called accord-
ing to his purpose. For those God foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the likeness
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers. And those he predestined, he also
called; those he called, he also justified; those he
Justified, he also glorified (Rom. 8:18-30).

IlI. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We shall see that God’s character and
being are such that they correspond
with His plan and purpose.
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B. We shall realize that God actually “pur-
posed a purpose” and predetermined
(that is, predestined; foreordained;
determined beforehand) a plan.

IV. OUTLINE

A. In His own essential nature, God is

1.

Eternal (see Exod. 3:14; Isa. 40:28;
57:15; compare 1 Tim. 1:17)

. Spirit (see John 4:24 and compare

Luke 24:39; also, Exod. 32:20 and
compare 1 Tim. 6:16)

. Omniscient— that is, “all knowing;

possessing complete, universal
knowledge” (see Ps. 139:1-6; Acts
15:18; Heb. 4:13)

. Omnipotent— that is, “almighty;

unlimited in authority and power”
(see Isa. 45:12; Gen. 1:1; 17:1;
35:11; Eph. 3:20-21)

Notes:
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Notes: 5. Omnipresent— that is, “everywhere
present” (see Jer. 23:23-24; Ps.
139:7-12; Acts 17:23-24)

B. In His personal character, God is

1. Holy (see Ps. 145:17; Hab. 1:12-13;
compare 1 Peter 1:15-17)

2. Just (see Gen. 18:25; compare
Rom. 2:5)

3. Mercy (see Isa. 53:6-12; compare
Titus 3:5)

4. Love (see Ps. 25:6 and compare
1 John 4:8, 10, 16; also note Rom.
5:6-8)

5. Truth (see Rom. 3:4; Heb. 6:12-20;
Mal. 3:6; John 14:6)

C. In His purposing and predetermining
activity before the foundation of the
world, God
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1. Purposed [literally, “set forth”] a plan
(see Rom. 3:25; 8:28; 9:11; Eph. 1:9,
11; 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9)

2. Foreordained/predestined [literally,
“determined before”] the historical
outworking of His plan (see Acts
4:28; Eph. 1:5, 11)

a. He has predestined people and
things (read Eph. 1:4-5; compare
Acts 4:28).

b. His predestination is related to
individuals (read Jer. 1:5-6 and
compare 20:9; also read Gal. 1:15
and Acts 26:19; carefully compare
Acts 2:23 and John 10:18).

c. His predestination has to do with
redemption (read Eph. 1:4-5, 11;
2 Thess. 2:13-14; Rev. 13:8).

d. His predestination is a divine
choice, brought about through
calling, persuading, and drawing of

Notes:
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Notes: individuals into a personal salva-
tion in Christ Jesus (read John
3:16; Rom. 14:11-12; Titus 2:11;
compare John 6:44; 2 Cor. 5:10-
11; Acts 16:14).
V. CONCLUSION
A. God has revealed Himself to be a
righteous being who has purposed and
predestined— without violating man’s
freedom to exercise his will.

1. We have seen that God purposed and
predetermined in eternity.

2. We shall see God
a. Predicting in Eden
b. Protecting during the Flood
¢. Promising in Canaan

d. Preserving throughout history
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e. Presenting in the “fullness of the
times”

f. Providing in Christ and His church
for all time and eternity

B. Hence salvation in Christ and His
church was purposed and planned by
God before the world began.

1. Extreme Calvinistic concepts of
predestination are not biblical pre-
destination; man’s constitution and
free will are not violated in God'’s

purpose.

2. Scripture never speaks of pre-
destination, except of those “in
Christ Jesus.”

C. Therefore, every individual, by his own
free choice, will choose to remain lost
(unsaved), or to be saved according to
God's eternal purpose and plan of sal-
vation.

Notes:
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GOD’S CREATING
OF ALL THINGS




“I am the LORD,
your Holy One,
Israel’s Creator,
your King.”
This is what the LORD says—

he¢ who made a way
through the sea,
a path through
the mighty waters
(Isaiah 43:15-16).




15

GOD’S CREATING
OF ALL THINGS

Several years ago the
great atheistic mathe-
matician, Bertrand Rus-
sell, wrote a provocative
book entitled Why I Am Not A
Christian. While making no claim to
be Russell’s literary equal or intel-
lectual peer, I must insist that any
Christian is his philosophical
superior. This brief essay should
perhaps be entitled Why I Am Not A
Materialist, for while I must refrain
from offering a fully developed
Christian apologetic for lack of
space, I introduce the following
lesson with a refutation of materi-
alistic/naturalistic atheism.

The existence and order of
the universe—including the ob-
server, man himself—is sufficient
evidence that, whatever else may
be true, idolatry and atheism are
certainly false:

For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities— his eter-
nal power and divine nature— have
been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that
men are without excuse (Rom. 1:20).

First, let us consider the
epistemological inadequacies of the
philosophy of naturalism— that is,
the insufficiency of impersonal
matter and energy to account for
the phenomenon of human knowl-
edge. That human beings possess
rationality, knowledge, and under-
standing is as self-evident as the
fact that human logic, reasoning, -
and understanding often become
twisted and perverted. Still, we dare
not completely abandon all claims
to know or understand anything.
Suicide, whether intellectual or any
other kind, is an act of desper-
ation that offers no escape from the




—

188 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / The Creator

\

minds, I can understand how
men should come, by obser-
vation and inference, to know
a lot about the universe they
live in. If, on the other hand, I
swallow the scientific cosmol-

darkness of despair. Everyone, in
practice, claims to know some things
as certainties; even the philosophi-
cal agnostic is certain that certainty
is impossible! But such self refut-
ing and self-contradictory “logic”
abounds whenever man’s natural

reason is exalted as the highest
source of knowledge in the universe.
Thus, C.S. Lewis repeatedly and
eloquently insisted that in order for
human science and reasoning to
have any validity at all, they must
cease to claim autonomy from God
and humbly admit their depend-

ence upon Absolute Reason:

When I accept Theology I may
find difficulties, at this point
or that, in harmonizing it with
some particular truths which
are imbedded in...science. But
I can get in, or allow for, sci-
ence as a whole. Granted that
Reason is prior to matter and
that the light of that primal
Reason illuminates finite

ogy as a whole, then not only
can I not fit in Christianity,
but I cannot even fit in sci-
ence. If minds are wholly
dependent on brains, and
brains on biochemistry,
and biochemistry (in the
long run) on the meaning-
less flux of the atoms, I
cannot understand how the
thought of those minds
should have any more sig-
nificance than the sound
of the wind in the trees.’

We must not allow ourselves
to be distracted by any semantical
sleight of hand whereby illusions of
purpose and design are smuggled
into the materialist’s absurd, acci-
dental universe. Without a Personal
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Creator, the cosmos can have no
design; without design, the cosmos
has no objective purpose. If nobody
designed my senses to perceive or
my mind to think, then any slight-
est resemblance between my per-
sonal understanding of reality and
reality as it actually exists must be
purely accidental and coincidental.
But this conclusion works against
all understandings of reality: mate-
rialistic atheism as well as Chris-
tian theism.

Second, consider the mathe-
matical improbabilities of chance,
plus time, plus impersonal ele-
ments, producing our present cos-
mos of undeniable complexity and
harmonious organization.

Eminent British astronomer
Sir Fred Hoyle reminds us of
the well-known fact that “even
if the whole universe consisted
of organic soup” the chance of
producing the basic enzymes
of life by random processes
without intelligent direction

would be approximately one
in 10 with 40,000 zeroes af-
ter it. It is impossible to com-
prehend such a number, but
a comparison can be made.
The likelihood of reaching out
and by chance plucking a
particular atom out of the
universe would be about 1
in 10 with 80 zeroes after it.2

One has to suspect the ob-
jectivity and honesty of paleontolo-
gists and others of the scientific
community who confidently affirm
the human engineering evident in
the most primitive and unpromis-
ing bit of chipped rock or hewed
bone, but stubbornly deny that man
himself exhibits any characteristics
of divine design whatsoever.

Third, I am not a materialis-
tic atheist because naturalism re-
quires a belief in what is patently
absurd. This faith in matter and
energy as ultimate reality would
have us accept that

189
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Everything ultimately came
JSrom nothing

Order came from chaos

Harmony came from discord

Life came from nonlife

Reason came from
irrationality

Personality came from
nonpersonality

Morality came from amorality.®

Itis the old story of the stream
that rose higher than its source: an
impossibility that contradicts com-
mon sense, everyday experience,
and the dictates of logic.

For although they knew God, they
neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts
were darkened (Rom. 1:21).

Finally, the most obvious and
crucial deficiency of naturalism is
its utter failure to furnish man with
a single clue as to his true meaning
and identity:

“Therefore since we are God’s off-
spring, we should not think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or
stone—an image made by man’s
design and skill. In the past God
overlooked such ignorance, but now
he commands all people everywhere
to repent. For he has set a day
when he will judge the world with
Jjustice by the man he has appointed.
He has given proof of this to all men
by raising him from the dead” (Acts
17:29-31).

1C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory and
Other Addresses (revised and expanded
edition), “Is Theology Poetry?” (New York
City, NY: Macmillan Publishing Company,
1980), pp. 91-92. (Emphasis mine.)

2Dave Hunt and T.A. McMahon, Amer-
ica: The Sorcerer's New Apprentice (Eu-
gene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 1988),
PP- 220-21.

3Robert A. Morey, Death and the Afterlife
(Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Pub-
lishers, 1984), p. 191.
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. “In the beginning God created...”
(Gen. 1:1).

B. The Bible (God’s written word) declares

that the LORD is the creator of all
things (read 1 Cor. 8:5-6; Heb. 1:1-3;
compare Heb. 11:3; Rev. 4:11).

II. PREPARATORY READING

For this reason, since the day we heard about
you, we have not stopped praying for you and
asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all spiritual wisdom and understand-
ing. And we pray this in order that you may live a
life worthy of the Lord and may please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing tn the knowledge of God, being strength-
ened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has
rescued us from the domain of darkness and
brought us into the kingdorn of the Son he loves,
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the
JSirstborn over all creation. For by him all things

Notes:
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Notes: were created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things were created by
him and for him. He is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. And he is the head of
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the

firstborn _from among the dead, so that in every-
thing he might have the supremacy. For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the
cross. Once you were alienated from God and
were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by

Christ’s physical body through death to present
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free

Jrom accusation— if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, not moved from the hope
held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you
heard and that has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have
become a servant (Col. 1:9-23).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We desire to realize that God created
and fashioned all that exists, both vis-
ible and invisible (read Col. 1:16).
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B. We want to comprehend that the whole
biblical revelation and its central theme
are primarily concerned with the hu-
man creature (read Ps. 8).

IV. OUTLINE

A. God created the invisible reality: the
angelic realm consisting of

1. Authorities, powers, and dominions
(see Eph. 1:21; 6:21)

2. A specific, but unnamed, wicked
rebellion (see 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6;
compare Matt. 25:41)

3. Faithful angels (see Heb. 1:14; Matt.
18:10)

B. God created the visible reality: the
physical realm consisting of

1. The heavens and the earth (see Gen.
1:1ff; compare John 1:1-3; Isa.
45:18-19; Ps. 19:1)

Notes:
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Notes: 2. Mankind: the man and the woman
{see Gen. 1-2; compare Ps. 8 and
Heb. 2:5-18)

a. Man’s composition is a dichoto-
mous union of the material [body]
and the nonmaterial [soul/spirit}
(see 1 Thess. 5:13; Eccles. 12:7;
compare Rom. 8:23; 12:1-2; 1 Cor.
6:12-20; 15:1ff; 2 Cor. 5:1-10).

b. Man’s character is a paradoxical
union of the image of God [initial
innocence; nobility; intelligence;
volition] and the sinfulness of the
Fall (see Gen. 3:6-4:6; 6:1ff;
Eccles. 3:18-22; Rom. 7:7ff;
James 3:9-10).

c. Man’s circumstance was one of
abundant provision with a single
prohibition to test his love and
loyalty (see Gen. 1-3).

C. God created the nonmaterial (meta-
physical) aspect of mankind: the soul/
spirit (read Eccles. 12:7; compare Gen.
2:7; Heb. 12:9).
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1. Man is/has a soul, even as he is/has

a body (see 1 Peter 3:20; Heb. 4:12;
1 Cor. 15:45; Matt. 10:28; 16:25-26).

. The word “soul” is not restricted to a

single usage in Scripture.

a. It sometimes means the complete
individual (read Ezek. 18:20).

b. It sometimes means the physical
(natural) life (read Gen. 1:30; Matt.
16:25-26).

c. It sometimes means the eternal
(spiritual) aspect of man (read Matt.
10:28; Heb. 4:12).

. The words “soul” and “spirit” are

distinguished from each other (see
1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 4:12).

a. Man has a “spirit” within himself/
herself (read 1 Cor. 2:11; 1 Peter
3:19-20; 2 Cor. 7:1).

Notes:
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Notes: b. Unlike the animals, man’s spirit
does not die when the body dies; it
survives the death of the body and
can exist apart from the body (read
Eccles. 3:18-22; compare Eccles.
12:7; 2 Cor. 5:1-10; 12:2-4).

V. CONCLUSION

A. The eternal God, Creator of all things,
brought man into the world He had
made.

B. The man was placed in the most favor-
able environment: fellowship with his
Creator.

C. Man is not merely an earthbound crea-
ture; he is designed (body, soul, and
spirit) to be redeemed (read Rom. 8:23;
compare 1 Thess. 5:23).
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MAN’S ORIGINAL POSITION

AND T

TWO TREES




Originally. man was
created in "God's image.”
Man was: holy (without sin),

ignorant of sin. innocent.
intelligent. and free
to malke choices.
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How can modemn people,
reared in a culture in
which science and tech-
nology have usurped the
authority of biblical revelation, ever
come to a place where they can
seriously consider the Genesis ac-
count of the human situation? Cer-
tain hurdles will have to be cleared
before most people of even moder-
ate education will be able to re-
examine the biblical account of man
with any degree of objectivity.
Darwin and his naturalistic
evolutionary theory have long repre-
sented a formidable obstacle to be
reckoned with. From our earliest
years of exposure to books and tele-
vision, through our classroom train-
ing in biological and geological
science, and into our daily adult
interaction with those who define
fashion and good taste for the
masses, the philosophy of natural-

istic evolution confronts us as an
“established fact” on every side. Yet
most of the people who uncritically
accept Darwinism, neo-Darwinism,
or any of the variations of natural-
istic evolution that are offered to
compensate for the weaknesses in
every other particular version of
it, are unable to articulate the
most basic tenets of the evolution-
ary faith. Most will not even ac-
knowledge that naturalistic evolu-
tion (like special creation) must
indeed be accepted by faith, since
by its very nature it cannot be
empirically demonstrated or ob-
served.

But how can anyone be sure
that a naturalistic explanation of
man and the universe is correct
when there is such widespread dis-
agreement among the experts as to
the way in which evolution is sup-
posed to have occurred? We are




—

200 THE ETERNAL PURPOSE AND PLAN OF GOD / Man’s Need

1

told that, though scientists may
disagree on the mechanism and
precise manner by which evolution
takes place, they are all agreed that
the evidence overwhelmingly proves
that it did (and does). But aside
from the fact that several highly
qualified scientists reject all the
naturalistic evolutionary theories,
many who are confirmed believers
in naturalistic evolution point out
the evidential shortcomings of the
theory. The fossil record has never
come close to supporting Darwin'’s
view that all species gradually
evolved from more primitive ones.
Stephen Jay Gould, a strong propo-
nent of naturalistic evolution, has
said:

“The extreme rarity of tran-
sitional forms in the fossil
record persists as the trade
secret of paleontology.™

If the naturalistic view were
true, the fossil record should con-
tain innumerable examples of inter-

mediate, transitional forms; but
though the fossil record has been
filled in considerably in the hundred
and twenty years since Darwin’s
theory was published, not one of
the billions of “missing links” needed
to support the theory has ever been
found!

Darwin has done Christians
a great service, however. He has in-
creased our appreciation for the
Creator by illuminating the adap-
tive capacities that God placed
within each created “kind.” Our
modern term “species” cannot be
automatically equated with the
biblical word, “kind.” Apparently,
God provided for a type of “evolu-
tion” (i.e. change) within the con-
fines of each created “kind” through
the principles of natural selection
and genetic mutation that Darwin
brought to light. It is obvious, for
example, that the modern horse
is larger than its prehistoric an-
cestor, and that the dog has under-
gone radical changes and altera-
tions since its prototype first
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became domesticated. So, while the
biblical position allows for changes
to occur within the broad perime-
ters of created “kinds,” it does not
allow for an unbroken evolutionary
chain from amoeba to man, which
is essentially what all modern evo-
lutionary models propose.

Even if modern thinkers are
able to clear the hurdle of natural-
istic evolution, they immediately
face another barrier: destructive
biblical criticism. Building on the
naturalistic developmentalism of
Darwin, Julius Wellhausen and his
followers began to seek evidence
that the Hebrew religion of the Old
Testament had naturally grown out
of a primitive religion of animism
and poly-daemonism (worship of
natural forces represented by hor-
rible gods). With this presupposi-
tion, the higher critics proceeded to
attack the Bible with paste and scis-
sors, cutting its unified text up into
the “original” pieces from which it
supposedly developed. One of the
many unfortunate results of this

approach has been a loss of confi-
dence in the Bible as a unified,
noncontradictory divine revelation.
For example, Genesis 1 is often seen
as contradicting Genesis 2 instead
of complementing it. The open-
minded student, however, is aware
that any type of presuppositional
bias can easily be imposed upon a
text; we can “read into” the biblical
text almost anything we desire to
see there. The plea of conservative
biblical scholarship, like that of our
modern judicial system, is that the
biblical witness should be allowed
to speak for itself, should be pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty,
and should be impartially judged
on the basis of facts, not on the
basis of prevailing opinion. It is
possible, and certainly more con-
sistent with biblical evidence, to
interpret Genesis 1 in a way that
harmonizes with Genesis 2. Gene-
sis 1 presents man in his cosmic
setting; Genesis 2 presents man
“close up,” as the object of the bib-
lical theme of redemption.

201
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Certainly, difficulties will face
the modern thinker who chooses to
adopt the biblical view of man, and
biblical testimony as a whole. Be-
cause Scripture deals with ultimate
issues of human existence, such as
origins and destiny, its language is
forced to describe realities that tran-
scend human experience. In dis-
cussing the origin of man, for ex-
ample, biblical language must draw
pictures and analogies from the
world with which ancient peoples
were familiar, in order to convey
factual truths from a level of reality
that was (and is) unfamiliar. Re-
member that God's Word, while
originally given to the ancients, was
divinely intended to suffice for all
peoples of all times without ever
becoming obsolete. Biblical lan-
guage can transcend space and
time; scientific language cannot.
Figurative language may be used in
Scripture, but fictitious accounts of
history and the cosmos will not be
found there.

There was an original man
and woman, created by God to live
before Him in a relationship of re-
sponsible love and loyalty. A test
was devised by which the love and
loyalty of the free human creatures
toward their Creator could be dem-
onstrated. The results of that test
continue to directly touch your life,
and mine.

Therefore, just as sin entered the
world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death
came to all men, because all
sinned... (Rom. 5:12). _

Donald E. Chittick, The Controversy:
Roots of the Creation-Evolution Conflict
(Portland. OR: Multnomah Press, 1984),
p- 64.
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[. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Notes:

A. Original Man was created in the image
of God (read Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7).

1. Adam, the first man, was not the
product of “chance.”

2. Adam was not the outcome of
“organic evolution.”

3. Adam was not the fictitious product
of an “imaginative mind” (see Matt.
19:4; Luke 3:23-38 and compare
Rom. 5:12ff; see also 1 Cor. 15:20-
23, 45-49 and compare 1 Tim. 2:13).

B. The original position of mankind (that
is, Adam and Eve) was life, peace, pros-
perity, and fellowship with God (read
carefully Gen. 1-2).

II. PREPARATORY READING

When the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens, no shrub of the field had yet appeared
on the earth and no plant of the earth had yet
sprung up; the LORD God had not sent rain on
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Notes:

the earth and there was no man to work the
ground, but streams came up from the earth and
watered the whole surface of the ground. And the
LORD God formed man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living being. Now the
LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in
Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.
And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow
out of the ground— trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. A river watering the garden
Sflowed from Eden, and from there it divided; it
had four headstreams. The name of the first is
the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. (The gold of that
land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also
there.) The name of the second river is the Gihon;
it winds through the entire land of Cush. The
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along
the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates. The LORD God took the man and put
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it. And the LORD God commanded the
man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and euvil, for when you eat of it
you will surely die.” The LORD God said, “It is not
good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.” Now the LORD God had formed
out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all
the birds of the air. He brought them to the man
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to see what he would name them; and whatever
the man called each living creature, that was its
name. So the man gave names to all the livestock,
the birds of the air and all the beasts of the fleld.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So
the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of
the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.
Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib
he had taken out of the man. The man said, “This
is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken
out of man.” For this reason a man will leave his
Jather and mother and be united to his wife, and
they will become one flesh. The man and his wife
were both naked, and they felt no shame (Gen.
2:4-25).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We shall present Man in his original,
unspoiled environment: “It was very
good.”

B. We will show why a test was necessary
for Man.

IV. OUTLINE

A. The two trees embodied God’s provision
and prohibition (refer to Gen. 2-3).

Notes:
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Notes:

1. The trees were planted by God (see
2:9).

2. The fruit of the “Tree of Knowledge”
was not to be eaten (see 2:17).

3. The “Tree of Knowledge™ and its fruit
were “pleasing to the eye” (see 2:9;
compare 3:6).

4. The Serpent (an embodiment of Sa-
tan) tempted the woman (see 3:1-6;
compare Rev. 12:9).

5. The penalty for eating the forbidden
fruit had been clearly stated (see
2:17).

6. The consequence was removal from
the garden and God’s fellowship (see
3:22-24).

. The two trees represented the probation

and punishment of man (refer to Gen.
2-3).
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1. The probation of man involved the
Tree of Knowledge (see 2:16-17).

a. The necessity of the probation was
that the worthiness of man (as
God’s image bearer and steward)
must be proven by testing: Would
man demonstrate love and loyalty
toward his Creator by freely obey-
ing His command?

b. The means of the probation was a
single, simple prohibition: God
allowed His human regents a
maximum degree of freedom (“You
are free to eat from any tree in the
garden...”) and forbade only the
necessary minimum (“...but you
must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil...”)
(see Ps. 8; compare Heb. 2:6-8).

c. The issues of the probation were
clearly defined as “life” and
“death”: “life” through humble,
loving obedience, or “death”
through selfish, faithless
disobedience.

Notes:
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Notes: 2. The punishment of man involved the
Tree of Life: man was separated from
God, his source of meaning and life
(see 3:22-24; compare Rom. 5:12ff).

V. CONCLUSION

A. The creation of Man is an historical
fact.

B. The original pair, Adam and Eve, had a
good and perfect environment.

C. The woman and the man made a per-

"~ sonal, individual choice in disobeying
God: They removed God from the throne
of their hearts and enthroned “self”
instead (read Matt. 22:37).

D. Adam and Eve fell away from life and
fellowship with God: death entered into
the world (read Rom. 5:12ff; 1 Cor.
15:22).
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MAN’S REBELLION
AGAINST GOD




Through this historical
act of selfishness.
sin and death
entered into the world

and have, from that time
until now,
reigned over all
except Jesus Christ.
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MAN’S REBELLION

AGAINST GOD

In the first chapter of
his monumental Epistle
to the Romans, the
apostle Paul paints a
most unflattering spiritual portrait
of the human race. He charges
mankind with deliberate refusal to
acknowledge the plain fact of its
own creatureliness, and of trading
revealed truth about the divine
nature for transparent lies. He goes
on to document the resulting deg-
radation of a humanity that has
lost its proper integration point—a
degradation into which God Al-
mighty will not prevent man from
falling. Among the religions of the
world, only the Judeo-Christian
revelation presents a Deity whose
glory is manifested by the restraint
of His power rather than in the
flaunting of it. It is this restraint of
God'’s power that allows the peoples
of the world to go their own self-

willed ways as they store up divine
wrath against themselves.

How different is the portrait
of human history painted by the
modern secularist! How appealing
to the collective human ego is the
cosmic Myth of Man, the Master of
the Universe, as summarized here
by C.S. Lewis:

The play is preceded by the
most austere of all preludes:
the infinite void, and matter
restlessly moving to bring forth
it knows not what. Then, by
the millionth chance— what
tragic irony— the conditions at
one point of space and time
bubble up into that tiny fer-
mentation which is the begin-
ning of life. Everything seems
to be against the infant hero
of our drama— just as every-
thing seems against the
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youngest son or ill-used step-
daughter at the opening of a
fairy tale. But life somehow
wins through. With infinite suf-
fering, against all but insu-
perable obstacles, it spreads,
it breeds, it complicates itself,
from the amoeba up to the
plant, up to the reptile, up to
the mammal. We glance briefly
at the age of monsters. Drag-
ons prowl the earth, devour
one another, and die. Then
comes the theme of the
younger son and the ugly
duckling once more. As the
weak, tiny spark of life began
amidst the huge hostilities of
the inanimate, so now again,
amidst the beasts that are far
larger and stronger than he,
there comes forth a little
naked, shivering, cowering
creature, shuffling, not yet
erect, promising nothing, the
product of another millionth
millionth chance. Yet some-

how, he thrives. He becomes
the Cave Man with his club
and his flints...cowering be-
fore the horrible gods whom
he created in his own image.
But these are only growing
pains. Wait till the next act.
There he is becoming true
Man. He learns to master
Nature. Science comes and
dissipates the superstitions of
his infancy.... See him in the
last act, though not the last
scene, of this great mystery.
A race of demigods now rules
the planet— and perhaps more
than the planet— for eugenics
have made certain that only
demigods will be born, and
psychoanalysis that none of
them shall lose or smirch his
divinity, and communismthat
all which divinity requires
shall be ready to their hands.
Man has ascended his
throne.!
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And so the Bible’s Cosmic
Criminal becomes the Hero of the
secular humanist myth. Could Carl
Sagan have told the story any
better? But neither the biblical ac-
count of the human condition, nor
that of modern scientism, is offered
as a mere “story.” Both claim to be
objectively and historically true
accounts of the nature of man. It
is evident that the two perspectives
are mutually exclusive; no synthe-
sis of the two is possible. Man can-
not be both a falling star and a
rising star at the same time, from
the same vantage point. He cannot
be both evolving and devolving if he
came from any particular point of
origin for any particular reason at
all. If man’s origin is chance and
his ultimate destiny is (in the words
of Bertrand Russell) “extinction in
the vast death of the solar system,”
then mankind must be certainly
progressing toward that goal. If man
was originally created in the image
of a God who designed him to share

in His own life and majesty, then
man is certainly far off the track
and is at risk of never reaching his
appointed destiny.

Let the reader muster every
available ounce of objectivity and
personal integrity at his or her dis-
posal, and choose between the two
anthropologies on the basis of the
evidence. But let the reader not fail
to remember that the available evi-
dence includes tbhe appearance
among men of a Bright Light that
crucifixion, burial, and two thou-
sand years of subsequent history
have failed to extinguish, in spite of
intense opposition by its enemies
and episodes of utter folly by those
who claim to be its friends.

That Jesus of Nazareth lived
an extraordinary human life, made
claims of divinity, suffered death
under the Roman procurator Pon-
tius Pilate, and was buried—all
these are well established facts of
history. The emptiness of the tomb
on the third day following Jesus’

213
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execution is an embarrassing
historical problem, as well as a theo-
logical enigma, for all whose chosen
cosmologies demand that human
nature and deity cannot unite in
one Person; that God cannot be
one Essence consisting of three Per-
sons; that human beings and their
history answer to no superior tran-
scendent authority; that no power
in the universe can permanently
thwart death; that Jesus of Naza-
reth cannot possibly be who He
claimed to be! But for those of us
who choose to let facts shape our
cosmology (rather than the reverse),
all kinds of illuminating possibili-
ties open up. Our Lord Jesus Christ
accepted the Old Testament, includ-
ing the early chapters of Genesis,
as a factual account of God’s crea-
tion of man, man’s rebellion from
God, and God’'s redemptive inter-
vention in human history. Jesus,
and later His apostles, believed and
taught that the divine purpose for
mankind, for human history, and

for the entire universe are fully
revealed in the Good News of His
sinless life, reconciling death, and
glorious resurrection. In becoming
Christians, we not only receive
salvation from sin and death, but
also deliverance from delusion, de-
ception, and despair.

We are back at our starting
point: Paul's indictment of man-
kind as a species that deliberately
discards the truth about God in or-
der to pursue its own self-centered
concemns. This darkening of human
understanding sets the stage for
accelerating moral degeneration
which culminates in divine judg-
ment. In the meanwhile, man
deludes himself with fanciful myths
of his own potential (or presumed)
divinity, as if to convince himself
that “every day, in every way, I'm
getting better and better.” To stand
squarely against this popular
mythology in order to bring God's
saving truth into a decadent gen-
eration is a mission that can only
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be accomplished in the power of
God'’s Spirit, who lives in His people.

“If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me” (Luke
9:23).

E

IC.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory and
Other Addresses (revised and expanded

edition), “Is Theology Poetry?” (New York
City, NY: Macmillan Publishing Company,

1980), pp. 79-80.
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Notes: I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Man'’s original position was one that
allowed him to stand before God in
innocence and holiness (read Gen. 2).

B. The rebellion of man and its results are
designated the Fall: man fell from his
original relationship with God.

C. The original rebellion of man continues,
expressing itself in various ways.

II. PREPARATORY READING

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of
men who suppress the truth by thetr wickedness,
since what may be known about God is plainto
them, because God has made it plain to them. For
since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities— his etemnal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without
excuse. For although they knew God, they neither
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish
hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to
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be wise, they became fools and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for images made to look
like mortal man and birds and antmals and
reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the
sinful destres of their hearts to sexual impurity for
the degrading of their bodies with one another.
They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than
the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful
lusts. Even theitr women exchanged natural
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the
men also abandoned natural relations with
women and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed indecent acts with other
men, and received in themselves the due penalty
Jor thetr perversion. Furthermore, since they did
not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of
God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
what ought not to be done. They have become
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed
and depravity. They are full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slan-
derers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boast-
Jul; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey
their parents; they are senseless, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. Although they know God'’s
righteous decree that those who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue to do these
things but also approve of those who practice
them (Rom. 1:18-32).

Notes:
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Notes: III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will see that mankind actually,
historically rebelled against God and fell
from original innocence and holiness.

B. We will investigate the nature and
cause of man'’s rebellion and fall.

C. We will examine the biblically stated
ramifications of man’s sin: its essence;
its expression; its effect.

IV. OUTLINE

A. Man's rebellion and fall are factual (read
Gen. 3).

1. The Fall is an historical fact (see Luke
3:38; compare Rom. 5:12; 1 Tim.
2:13-14; 1 Cor. 15:20-22; 2 Cor.
11:3; Matt. 19:4).

2. The Fall is a scriptural fact (see Rom.
8:18-23, especially noting v. 20).
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3. The Fall is an experienced fact (see
Rom. 3:10, 23; 7:7-11; James
1:13-16).

B. Man’s rebellious fall was caused by sin
(read Rom. 5:12ff).

1. Sin in essence is selfishness (see
Gen. 3; compare Matt. 22:34-40;
Luke 9:23; 14:25-33; Gal. 2:20;
James 1:13-16; 4:1-3).

2. Sin in example is

a. A principle of opposition to God
(see Rom. 1:20-21; 2 Thess. 2:4)

b. A state of unlikeness to God (see
Matt. 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15; compare
Gen. 1:27)

c¢. An act of transgressing God’s holy
law (see Matt. 5:17ff; James
2:8-11; compare 1 John 3:4)

Notes:
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Notes: 3. Sin in expression is

a. Failure: The Greek word hamartia
means “to miss the mark; to miss a
road; to miss one’s purposes and
plans”

b. Lawlessness/Iniquity: The Greek
word anomia means “without [re-
gard for] law,” implying disrespect
for God’s authority (see 1 John 3:4;
compare Rom. 6:19; Titus 2:14)

c. Unrighteousness: The Greek word
adikia means “without righteous-
ness,” indicating the violation of
right relationships (see 1 John
5:17; compare 2 Thess. 2:10-12)

4. Sin in effect

a. Deceives our minds (see Heb. 3:13;
compare Rev. 12:9)

b. Hardens our hearts (see Heb. 3:13:
compare Eph. 4:17-19)
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c. Kills both body and spirit (see
Rom. 6:23 and compare Rom.
7:7-14; James 1:13-16; also,

1 Cor. 15:22 and compare Gen.

5:5, 8, 10, 14, 17, 20; finally, Rom.
5:12 and compare Eph. 2:1-4; Col.

2:13; 1 Tim. 5:6)
V. CONCLUSION

A. Sin is an enormous outrage against
God.

1. It defies His holiness (read 1 Peter
1:15).

2. It dares His justice (read Heb. 12:29).

3. It despises His goodness (read Rom.
2:4).

4. It diverts His grace (read Jude 4).
B. Sin dominates, debases, and destroys

man: sin is “utterly sinful” (see Rom.
7:13).

Notes:
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1. It shackles man (read John 8:34).

2. It soils man (read James 1:27;
Jude 23).

3. It scars man (read 1 Tim. 4:2).

4. It separates man from God (read
John 8:21; compare Isa. 59:1-2).

. Sin is mankind’s biggest problem.

1. It is universal in scope (read Rom.
3:23; compare 1 John 1:8; Gal. 3:22).

2. It is super-powerful in strength (read
Rom. 5:21; 6:14; 7:17, 20, 23; com-
pare John 8:34-35; Rom. 6:6, 17).

. Sinful, rebellious mankind needs

redemption from sin.

1. The rebellion of Adam was a selfish
act (choice) against God which
resulted in man'’s fall and death:
separation from God.
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2. Through this historical act of selfish-
ness, sin and death entered the
world and have, from that time until
now, been victorious over all except
Jesus Christ.

3. By the historical act of righteousness
performed by Jesus Christ on
Calvary’s cross, all who will can be
reconciled to God, the Source of
righteousness and life.

E. Sin’s power over mankind is broken by
the power of “Christ and Him crucified,”
risen, and glorified (see 1 Cor. 15:1-4;
compare 2 Cor. 5:14-21; Heb. 2:14-15;
1 Cor. 15:56-57).

Notes:
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MAN’S NEED:
RIGHTEOUSNESS




The meaning of righteousness:
“The quality of being
which fulfills
the claims of right
and malkes
a moral being
what he should be.”




MAN’S NEED:
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Dr. Francis A. Schaeffer
reminded the present
generation of a crucial
concept that mankind
seems to be continually forgetting
to its own detriment: Ideas have
consequences. In his penetrating
analysis of the rise and decline of
Western civilization, How Should We
Then Live, Schaeffer pointed out that
the reason the streets are unsafe at
night in modern cities is not be-
cause of any external danger, but
because of what has been going on
inside the heads of our citizens. A
steady mental diet of pornography,
secularized classroom studies,
moronic television sitcoms, violent
crime dramas, nihilistic art, and
“head banging” music are begin-
ning to yield the harvest we all ought
to have expected: widespread do-
mestic violence, venereal disease,

drug abuse, incest, serial murder,
child pornography, rape, ritual
human sacrifice, gang wars, law-
suits, illiteracy, and so on. Words
such as “sin,” “right,” “wrong,”
“deviant,” and “perverse” have be-
come practically obsolete.

Is anyone in serious doubt
that our culture has lost its way,
that it has fallen off the track of
Judeo-Christian truth on which it
once rode? The forces of secular
humanism have shaken the earth,
opening a black canyon of moral
relativism and social chaos into
which Western civilization is slip-
ping. From the far side of that can-
yon, the words are still ringing out
that could support the ground
under our feet and prevent us from
sliding into a pit that will make the
Dark Ages seem like the Enlighten-
ment by comparison:
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We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights....

Whether or not one agrees
with the Declaration’s assertion that
we must base human rights and
dignity on an intuitive recognition
of a transcendent Creator (a state-
ment reflecting the uneasy marriage
of Judeo-Christian thought and
Enlightenment deism among the
Founding Fathers), it is beyond dis-
pute that an erosion of political free-
dom closely follows an erosion of
religious faith. Human rights and
social order are fragile commodi-
ties; they require divine support to
guarantee their survival. Unless
human life has an absolute value
and moral virtue an absolute basis,
there can be no meaning in words
like “justice” and “human rights.”
In such a situation, there can be no
distinction between what people can

do, and what they will do. The stage
is set for social breakdown, the reign
of terror, and the atrocities of tyr-
anny.

Men and women desperately
need a solid foundation on which to
base their lives, both individually
and collectively. “Right” cannot be
simply defined as “the majority vote
of that nation that could lick all
others,” as Supreme Court Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes is reported
to have suggested. Nor can the for-
mula proposed by the Marquis de
Sade form the basis for a well-ad-
justed individual and a just society:
“Whatever is, is right.” This is the
kind of thinking that comes to frui-
tion in the madness of a Manson,
the horrors of a Hitler.

Few of the world’s religious
systems have even begun to con-
nect the concepts of power and
righteousness. Pagan deities like
those of the ancient Greeks were
considered too exalted to be con-
cerned with petty human hang-ups
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like morals and ethics. Such trivi-
alities were thought better left to
the philosophers. The pantheism of
the Eastern mystics disallows any
final distinction between good and
evil, between cruelty and kindness,
or even between a man and a rock.
There can be no moral distinctions
without a personal standard, and
no moral absolutes apart from an
infinite, universal standard.
Biblical revelation offers us
everything we need as a fallen, sin-
ful race. Scripture presents a per-
sonal God who made mankind in
His own image to live in a personal
relationship with Himself. His moral
character is the standard of right-
eousness to which each man and
woman must conform— a standard
which has been propositionally de-
fined in divine law, personally
embodied in the incarnation of God
in Christ, and authentically pro-
claimed in the ministry of the
apostles. But this inflexible, uni-
versal standard of righteousness

which man so desperately needs if
he is to have meaning and direction
in life is also the thing which he
most painfully dreads, for in his
heart of hearts he knows that he
cannot look at the face of God and
live. He falls short of the glory of
God, and instinctively covers his
eyes in a vain attempt to hide from
the heavenly Light which exposes
him for the arrogant rebel he is.
Sinful man rightly fears the pros-
pect of exposure to the impartial,
searching judgment of an absolutely
Righteous Judge.

However, certain sons of
Adam and daughters of Eve are
weary of the daily strain of dodging
the divine searchlight. They are
ready to emerge from among the
trees where they have been hiding
from the presence of God; they are
longing to see that Light, even if it
should kill them. And, make no
mistake, the Light will kill the hypo-
critical self-centeredness of every-
one who dares to approach it, even
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as it causes the New Man to sprout

and grow within them:

Everyone who does evil hates the
light, and will not come into the light
for fear that his deeds will be ex-
posed. But whoever lives by the truth
comes into the light, so that it may
be seen plainly that what he has
done has been done through God
(John 3:20-21).

The person who comes into
the light tastes of the righteousness
of God, and gives God all the glory
for the new life he enjoys. He knows
that, but for the undeserved kind-
ness of God, he would have known
nothing of real meaning, fulfillment,
and joy throughout all eternity. The
Good News about God’s gift of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ has
shown him how God can maintain
His absolute standard of righteous-
ness without compromise, and yet
completely save a person as
wretched as himself. Such a person
knows that he has a message that

speaks to the deepest need of every
human being in the world:

I am not ashamed of the gospel,
because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who be-
lieves: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile. For in the gospel a right-
eousness from God is revealed, a
righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written:
“The righteous will live by faith”
(Rom. 1:16-17). m
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Man, having rebelled against God in
unrighteousness, stands in need of
righteousness (read Rom. 1:16-17;
compare Phil. 3:6-9).

B. Man'’s need is not self-righteousness (by
means of self-effort), but “the righteous-
ness of God” (read Matt. 5:20; Rom.
10:1-4; compare Gal. 2:20; Rom.
4:14-15).

II. PREPARATORY READING

What shall we conclude then? Are we [Jews] any
better? Not at all! We have already made the
charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under
sin. As it is wriften: “There is no one righteous,
not even one; there is no one who understands,
no one who seeks God. All have turned away,
they have together become worthless; there is no
one who does good, not even one.” “Their throats
are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” “Their
mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” “Their
feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery
mark their ways, and the way of peace they do
not know." “There is no fear of God before their

Notes:
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Notes:

eyes.” Now we know that whatever the law says,
it says to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world held accountable to God. Therefore, no one
will be declared righteous in his sight by observ-
ing the law; rather, through the law we become
conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from
God, apart from law, has been made known, to
which the Law and the Prophets testify. This
righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atone-
ment, through faith in his blood. He did this to
demonstrate his justice, because in his forbear-
ance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice
at the present time, so as to be just and the one
who justifies the man who has faith in Jesus.
Where then is boasting? It is excluded. On what
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but
on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is
Justified by faith apart from observing the law. Is
God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is
only one God, who will justify the circumcised by
Jfaith and the uncircumcised through that same
faith. Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith?
Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law (Rom. 3:9-
31).




MAN'’S NEED: RIGHTEOUSNESS

233

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We shall declare sinful mankind'’s
immediate need: Jesus Christ and His
righteousness (read 1 Cor. 1:30; com-
pare 2 Peter 1:1).

B. We shall present the biblical doctrine
regarding the “righteousness of God.”

IV. OUTLINE

A. The term righteous(ness) as used in the
New Testament means

1. Basically, “the character or quality of
being right or just”

a. It is the state of being into which
one enters upon being justified
(from same Greek word group,
dikaios).

b. God’s declaring of one to be “right-
eous” is by grace through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ (see Rom.
3:21-4:25).

Notes:
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2. Specifically (by definition and usage),
“the quality of being which fulfills the
claims of right and makes a moral
being what he should be”

a. Regarding God, righteousness
describes His absolute moral
perfection: He is the standard of
righteousness (see 1 Peter 1:16;
1 John 1:5).

b. Regarding man, righteousness is
God's standard for human charac-
ter and conduct, and is God’s gift
to man by His grace, to be received
by man’s obedient faith in Jesus
Christ, the Lord (see 1 Cor. 1:30;
compare Matt. 5:20, 48).

B. The righteousness of God is

1. Revealed righteousness (read Rom.
1:16-17)

a. It is revealed in the gospel of Jesus
Christ (see Rom. 1:16-17; also
compare 1 Cor. 15:1-4 with
2 Thess. 2:14).
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b. It is to this righteousness that the
Old Testament (“Law and Prophets”)
bore witness (see Rom. 3:21; com-
pare Rom. 1:1-5; Luke 24:44-48).

c. It is at the cross of Christ that God'’s
righteousness finds it clearest and
greatest expression (see Rom.
3:25-26).

2. Apart from law (read Rom. 3:21; com-
pare Rom. 9:30-10:7; Titus 3:4-7)

3. The “gift of righteousness” (read Rom.
5:15-17)

a. The word “reckon” (“credit,” NIV)
means “to place to one’s account or
credit” (see Rom. 4:3-4).

b. The word “grace” means “favor that
is freely and undeservedly bestowed
out of the sheer generosity of the
giver [God]” (see Rom. 11:6; compare
Eph. 2:1-10).

Notes:
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c. Paul’s explicit statement means
that any attempt to merit or earn
God's righteousness by legalistic
works nullifies the meaning and
necessity of Christ’s death (read
carefully Gal. 2:20-21).

. Received through faith in Jesus Christ

(read Rom. 3:21-26; 4:24-25 and
compare 10:1-4, 10-16)

. That which brings eternal life (read

Rom. 5:21; 6:23 and compare 8:1-2)

. God’s required standard of character

and conduct to be expressed in the
Christian lifestyle

a. Why? Because we died with Christ
when we obeyed His gospel (see
Rom. 6).

b. How? It is a position attained by
trusting in Christ and a practice
maintained by setting our minds
on spiritual things (see Rom. 8:1-
11; compare Phil. 3:3-21; 4:4-9;
Col. 3:1ff).
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7. The basis of judgment upon the dis-

obedient and unrighteous (read Rom.
1:18; compare Rom. 2:5-16; Acts
17:31)

V. CONCLUSION

A. The righteousness of God: What vol-
umes it speaks!

1.

No man or woman can achieve it, yet
all must attain it if they are to be
saved from the fierce blast of God’s
righteous wrath.

. It is a righteousness that has been

unveiled in human history and
stands utterly apart from any system
of human religion or legal works.

. It is freely given by God’s grace to all

who trust in Jesus Christ as their
Savior and Lord.

. It brings eternal life into the present

and requires a daily response of

Notes:
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righteousness in the lives of those
who believe.

5. It reveals the righteous wrath of God
against all who, like unbelieving self-
righteous Israel, refuse and reject the
righteousness of God.

B. Divine justice declares that the un-
righteous must pay a holy law’s de-
mand: perfect righteousness, without
flaw.

1. On a purely human basis this is
impossible, for “there is no one right-
eous, not even one” (read Rom. 3:9ff).

2. The love of God, for whom all things
are possible, found a way to uphold
His own perfect righteousness and,
at the same time, justify sinners
(read Rom. 3:26).

3. The ultimate demonstration of the
righteousness of God is the cross of
Christ: the Righteous Judge spared
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not His own Son (read Rom. 3:25;
8:32; compare 1 Cor. 1:30; Gal.
2:20-21).

4. In Jesus and His cross are revealed
the grounds on which we, the un-
righteous, may be declared righteous
(justified) by the True and Righteous
God of heaven and earth!

Notes:
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The Word is clear:
Either the Son of God
dies for sinners
or else the wrath of God

is visited upon them.
He died that we
might not die.
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The doctrine of the
Atonement has been a
matter of lively debate
(and sometimes heated
controversy) among Christians since
the close of the apostolic age. Un-
like such matters as the nature
of Christ and of the Godhead, the
doctrine of the Atonement was never
finally and formally fixed in a creed,
confession of faith, or church coun-
cil edict. What God accomplished
in Christ's death for the human
race has been described by various
analogies throughout church his-
tory, beginning in the New Testa-
ment itself. We read of Christ’s dying
“for” us—that is, He died on our
behalf:

He was delivered over to death for
our sins... (Rom. 4:25; compare 1
Cor. 15:3).

... While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us (Rom. 5:8; compare Rom.
5:6; Gal 2:20; Eph. 5:2).

By understanding the death
of Christ as the ultimate fulfillment
of the Jewish sacrificial system,
the New Testament writers saw
the Atonement not only as a repre-
sentative work, but also as a sub-
stitutionary work. What ought to
happen to us, in some sense fell
upon Christ in His death:

Christ redeemed us from the curse
of the law by becoming a curse for
us, for it is written: “Cursed is
everyone who is hung on a tree”
(Gal. 3:13; compare 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb.
2:9; 1 Peter 2:24).

All true Christians are con-
vinced of the objective value and
meaning of the death of Christ; it
was no mere example, exhibition,
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or accident. It was a deliberately
planned divine act through which
God and mankind were reconciled
in a way that no other means could
have accomplished. The disagree-
ment among Christians about the
Atonement centers on the meaning
of a certain biblical word which is
used to describe it: hilasterion, from
the Greek root hilasmos. This term
is sometimes translated “propitia-
tion,” and sometimes “expiation.”
The main issue in the debate is not
really about which word to use; the
issue is whether the object of “hilas-
mos” is God (whose wrath is
quenched by appeasement, accord-
ing to “propitiation” advocates) or
human sin (which is removed or
wiped away, according to those who
favor “expiation”). Is “hilasmos” done
to God, or to sin?

Certainly, we must be careful
not to gloss over such an important
matter. Atonement is a concept
capable of the highest and most
noble explanation, but it is also

susceptible to the lowest and crud-
est misrepresentation. God is not a
sinful man, that He should be por-
trayed as a blood-thirsty tyrant
seeking vengeance on those who
have slighted Him. He is not con-
cerned to have His “pound of flesh.”
But neither is He a senile old grand-
father, rocking in His celestial chair,
unable to be moved by human sins
and sufferings. Can a God who is
Love sit idly by while His good work
is destroyed by those who despise
every right way? Can absolute Good-
ness be indifferent to wickedness
and injustice?

In the Greek translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures, the word
hilasterion always refers to the
“mercy seat” where, according to
the law of Moses, the High Priest
was to meet with God once every
year to offer the atoning blood of
the animal sacrifice on behalf of the
nation of Israel. Speaking to Moses
concerning the appointed Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur), God said:
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“..I appear in the cloud over the
atonement cover [mercy seat]....
[Aaron] is to take some of the bull’'s
blood and with his finger sprinkle it
on the front of the atonement cover;
then he shall sprinkle some of it
with his finger seven times before
the atonement cover.... because on
this day atonement will be made for
you, to cleanse you. Then, before
the LORD, you will be clean from all
your sins” (Lev. 16:2, 14, 30).

According to the apostle Paul,
the atoning sacrifice and ritual that
took place on the Day of Atonement
were fulfilled by Jesus Christ at the
cross, where God dealt with human
guilt at a certain point of space and
time. Christ is our “mercy seat”; He
Himself is the meeting place of God's
mercy and our sins, where forgive-
ness is obtained through the sacri-
ficial death of the innocent Victim,
Christ:

God presented him as a sacrifice of
atonement fhilasterion, mercy seat],
through faith in his blood. He did
this to demonstrate his justice,

because in his forbearance he had
left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished—he did it to demon-
strate his justice at the present time,
so as to be just and the one who
Justifies the man who has faith in
Jesus (Rom. 3:25-26).

Whatever the Atonement is,
it is definitely not some human
achievement whereby men and
women satisfy the requirements of
God for salvation. God Himself pro-
vided the atoning sacrifice that
removed the barrier of sin between
God and man. Was the cross of
Christ an exhibition of God’s anger
at sin, or of God's love for man?
There is no need to choose between
the two. At Calvary, God said a
clear “yes” to the human race, and
an equally clear “no” to its deadly
moral pollution, sin. God did not
need to be coaxed into an attitude
of forgiveness, as in paganism. Any
parent can understand how one can
be angry at a child’s conduct, and
yet never cease for a moment to
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love the child. God freely and
willingly provided what was neces-
sary to satisfy the claims of divine
justice and to exhibit the glory of
divine love.

For all of its fathomless maj-
esty, the Atonement is easy to
understand on the level of personal
relationships. Most of us have had
the experience of forgiving offenses
against ourselves, committed by
someone we love. Does forgiveness
ever really happen without pain,
without suffering a kind of death in
which the cost of the other’s sin is
absorbed into one’s own heart? And
what do we suppose was happening
on that cross where the Son of God
hung?

He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed
(1 Peter 2:24).
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I. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

A. Because God is God, He reacts in the
strongest manner to sin wherever it is
found: His disposition and response
toward evil is the biblical concept of
divine wrath.

B. Because God is God, His response to
sin is not only wrath: He is a merciful
and loving God.

1. God will forgive sinful human beings.

2. Propitiation (variously defined as
appeasement, satisfaction, atone-
ment) is the expression of God’s
disposition toward lost, sinful human
beings.

II. PREPARATORY READING

God presented him [Christ Jesus] as a sacrifice of
atonement through faith in his blood. He did this
to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbear-
ance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished...(Rom. 3:25).

Notes:
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Notes: For this reason he [Jesus] had to be made like his
brothers in every way, in order that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atone-
ment for the sins of the people (Heb. 2:17).

He [Jesus Christ] is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of
the whole world.... This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 2:2; 4:10).

III. STATEMENT OF AIM

A. We will study the New Testament pas-
sages that speak of propitiation and see
that propitiation is needed because of
God'’s righteous judgment against sin
(read Rom. 11:22).

B. We will consider that the wrath of God
shows the serious nature of sin: where

there is sin, there must be wrath.

IV. OUTLINE

A. The wrath of God is an awesome reality.

1. Propitiation is needed because of
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God’s righteous judgment against
sin.

a. The wrath of God is real (see 1 Cor.
10:5-11; Heb. 10:30-31; 12:29;
Rev. 14:18-20; 16:19; 19:15).

b. The wrath of God is righteous (see
Rom. 1:18; 2:1-16; Rev. 16:5-7).

. To think seriously of propitiation, one

must first think seriously of God's
wrath (read Ps. 7:11).

a. As a moral being, God directs His
righteous indignation toward
wrongdoing in any form (see John
3:36; also, compare Eph. 5:6 with
Col. 3:6; see also Rom. 2:5; 3:5;
5:9 and compare 1 Thess. 1:10;
2:16).

b. God’s wrath is not an irrational,
uncontrollable fit of anger; it is a
settled disposition of antagonism
toward all that opposes His own
perfect nature and will (see John
3:36).

Notes:
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c. God’s wrath is the stern response
of His holy nature towards all
wickedness, sinfulness, evil, decep-
tion, and falsehood; it will be
visited upon sin wherever it is
found— even on God'’s only begot-
ten Son, the sin bearer for the
world (see 2 Cor. 5:20-21; Gal.
3:13; Heb. 2:9ff; 1 Peter 2:21-25;
compare Rom. 8:3-4, 32).

d. God’s wrath is a response of love—
a love so zealous for righteousness
and truth that it blazes forth in
fiery retribution against all that is
harmful and destructive (see Rom.
1:18ff; Heb. 12:29; compare Rev.
3:19).

e. The biblical spokesmen of both
Testaments (including Jesus Him-
self) know nothing of a “love” that
does not strongly oppose sin.

B. The propitiation offered by God is an
urgent necessity for man.
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1. Propitiation is that means provided by

God whereby sinful men and women
can be saved from “the wrath to
come” (see Rom. 2:5-11; 1 Thess.
1:10; 5:9; compare 2 Thess. 1:5-10).

. Biblical propitiation has no element

of the pagan concept of “bribing the

gods,” since God Himself provides the.

propitiation (see Rom. 3:25; 1 John
4:10).

. God set forth Jesus Christ to be a

propitiation (see Rom. 3:21-26).

a. Remember: all are “under law” and
therefore under the judgment of
God for their sins (read Rom.

3:9, 19).

b. Jesus Christ, through the shed-
ding of His blood, has provided a
satisfactory offering for human
guilt: propitiation.

Notes:
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. Those who accept God's graciously

offered redemption in Christ Jesus
are cleansed of their sins by this
blood; they are justified by faith
and no longer condemned for their
sins (read Rom. 8:1).

. All sinners were under the terrify-

ing consequences of God’s wrath,
but Christ Jesus has suffered the
wrath in the sinner’s place (read
Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter
2:24; compare Rom. 5:1-11).

4. This propitiation is made by God in
Christ (see 2 Cor. 5:18-21; Heb. 2:17;
compare 1 John 2:2; 4:9-10).

a. Selfishness, crime (transgression),

and guilt mean that a debt must
be paid: the offence (sin) against
God must be righted.

b. Moral offence requires appease-

ment and forgiveness: the Offended
One (God) must be satisfied.
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c. The reality of offenses and One
offended means that either
penalty or pardon must come to
the offender (sinner).

d. A sacrifice was made so that
propitiation might be effected: the
Offering was Jesus.

e. Jesus died so that we might not
ultimately die (read Rom. 5:8-9;
compare 1 John 4:10).

V. CONCLUSION

A. What propitiation accomplished: God
was able

1. To forgive sins while upholding His
perfect righteousness

2. To reckon penitent sinners righteous
through the obedience of faith with-
out compromising His absolute
justice

Notes:
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Notes: 3. To provide the means, in Christ
Jesus, whereby sinners may come
into the presence of God without fear
of His consuming wrath— as justified,
reconciled, and redeemed saints

B. What it means to be without Jesus: Man
stands condemned.

1. God’s wrath is plain: His righteous
wrath will be poured out upon the
wrongdoer in all its fury, with all its
painful consequences.

2. God’s word is clear: Either the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, is accepted as an
offering for sinners, or else the wrath
of God is visited on them.
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The cost of redemption
was priceless:
instead of our death.
His crucifixion:

instead of our bondage,
His blood.
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You may be an
ambassador

to England or France.
You may like to gamble,
you might like to dance.
You may be the heavy-weight
champion of the world.

You may be a socialite

with a long string of pearls.’

So begins the unrelenting and
rather lengthy musical sermon,
Gotta Serve Somebody, in which Bob
Dylan drives home the simple but
profound thesis that he states so
succinctly in the song’s title. It is
an inescapable fact of human exis-
tence that each one of us must
choose to serve a spiritual master,
and that ultimately there are but
the two options which Dylan’s song
sets before us: “the devil or the
Lord.” Interestingly, one of the most
basic points of Christian theology

is that “God is love.” Conversely,
His arch-foe must be the antithesis
of love: selfishness and egocentric-
ity— qualities that (according to the
Bible) originate in the fallen angel,
Satan. It is doubtful whether Jesus
would have endorsed this under-
standing as He did if there were any
better explanation for the problem
of evil. So, to be human is to be that
moral entity who must choose be-
tween God's life principle (love) and
Satan’s (self-centeredness).

Again, the Bible rings true
with our daily experience in telling
us that each accountable human
being has chosen to leave God's
way, and to go Satan’s:

We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turmed to his own
way...(Isa. 53:6).

“There is no one righteous, not even
one: there is no one who under-
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stands, no one who seeks God. All
have tuned away, they have to-
gether become worthless; there is
no one who does good, not even
one” (Rom. 3:10-11).

When the standard of right-
eousness is Perfect Love, all of us
must confess that we fail the test.
Somewhere along the way, we de-
cided to go the way of Adam, and of
Satan before him— to be a law unto
ourselves, rather than to submit to
the kingdom of God. The demons
wouldn't stay where God had placed
them; Adam and Eve wouldn’t forego
what God had forbidden them— and
neither would we:

For I would not have known what it
was to covet if the law had not said,
“Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the com-
mandment, produced in me every
kind of covetous desire. For apart
Jrom law, sin is dead. Once I was
alive apart from law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to
life and I died (Rom. 7:7-9).

“Sin sprang to life and I died.”
I lost moral innocence before God; I
violated the standard imposed by
Perfect Love, and lost my place in
His Kingdom. And— assuming that
you are of sufficient maturity to
grasp the concepts presented thus
far— so did you. To excuse our own
spiritual downfall as a congenital
defect conferred upon us by the sin
of our first parents is to ignore the
point that the most horrifying as-
pect of our inherited “family illness”
is its voluntary nature: it is as much
chosen by us as imposed upon us.
We are not merely victims of cir-
cumstance; we have deliberately
sold ourselves into bondage to the
household of Satan, and the family
business is sin.

Not every son or daughter of
Satan gets to labor in the more
celebrated aspects of the family
business. Not everyone is cut out to
be a mass murderer, a cruel tyrant,
a “porn queen,” or even a religious
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hypocrite. Apparently, there is more
room at the bottom of hell than at
the top, but it doesn’t really matter
how notoriously vile a slave of sin
may be: when one is slaving in the
service of sin, his wages must be
eternal death.

On the other hand, there may
be a distinct advantage in slaving
at hell's most despicable levels,
rather than in perdition’s chief seats
and places of honor. After all, tax
collectors and prostitutes are able
to get out of the grip of hell and into
the kingdom of God with far greater
ease than any self-righteous hypo-
crite. This is not because a “lowlife,”
as such, is more worthy than his
more respectable colleagues, but
because a man who cannot deny
that he is sick is most apt to go to
the physician for a cure.

..Jesus said, “If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my dis-
ciples. Then you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” They
answered him, “We are Abraham’s

descendants and have never been
slaves of anyone. How can you say
that we shall be set free?” Jesus
replied, ‘I tell you the truth, every-
one who sins is a slave to sin. Now
a slave has no permanent place in
the family, but a son belongs to it
Jforever. So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed” (John 8:31-
36).

Never enslaved to anyone?
Had they forgotten, in their sancti-
monious arrogance, that their na-
tion had been conceived in slavery,
and had come to birth only be